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CHANGES AT THE PARISH 
COUNCIL

This year saw two changes at 
the council with Cllr Bill Bristow 
being co-opted in June and Cllr 
Barry Dyer being co-opted in July 
following two vacancies at the 
elections in May.  Cllr Gordon 
Kendall was appointed Chairman 
once again with Cllr Denise 
Grannum carrying on as Vice 
Chairman. Uncontested Elections 
took place in May 2013; a list of 
the new councillors can be seen 
on the back page. 

5 Foreland Road, Bembridge PO35 5XN  
TEL: 01983 874160    EMAIL: bembridgepc@btconnect.com    WEB: www.bembridgepc.org.uk

FINANCE/PRECEPT

Bembridge Parish Council set their 
precept at £123,000, a rise of 
2.5% from 2012/13. Taking on 
extra services from Isle of Wight 
Council, contributions to village 
organisations, neighbourhood 
plan, village events and general 
maintenance of assets are all being 
budgeted for.

BEMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2013 – 2014

BEMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCILLORS

South Ward

Cllr Gordon Kendall, Cllr Denise Grannum, Cllr Carol Doe, Cllr Alanah Woodford, Cllr Bill Bristow, Cllr Barry Dyer

North Ward
Cllr Mike Tarrant, Cllr Sally Pigot, Cllr Alice Lee, Cllr Peter Pugh, Cllr Martine Humphray, Cllr John Marr

Opening Balance 

Petty Cash

Bank Interest

Grants/donations

Interments

Memorials

Precept  

Premises Hire

VHMC loan repayment

5 High St rental

7 High St rental

High Street Yard rental

Bench donations

Misc income

BYCC water recharge

Charges/Refunds

VAT Refunded

115,727.68

0.00

702.44

21,381.04

10,541.00

873.00

120,000.00

4,607.50

3,061.91

5,000.00

5,250.00

500.00

0.00

9.10

217.22

3,101.21

10,819.00

Administrative expenses

Legal & Professional fees

Staffing costs

Motor expenses

Projects, Events & Donations

Parish Office, 5 Foreland Rd

Village Hall

5 High Street

7 High St rental

High Street Yard & Nissan Hut

High Street Toilets

The Point Toilets

Steyne Park Toilets

Changing Rooms

Steyne Park

Lane End Cemetery

Maintenance & Gardening

PWLB repayment Village Hall

PWLB repayment Parish Office

Section 137 expenditure

VAT Paid

Closing Balances

Balances in Bank Account

Cash in Hand

9,330.08

2,830.00

57,152.77

1,842.19

22,737.46

1,741.79

336.00

845.00

0.00

691.95

5,996.29

4,641.04

3,404.25

4,667.32

2,755.84

388.34

7,873.32

3,378.64

7,216.67

0.00

6,556.85

TOTALS                          115,827.68     186,063.42 TOTALS 183,717.71 118,173.39      

115,727.68

0.00

RECEIPTS PAYMENTS£ £ £ £

GRANTS GIVEN AND RECEIVED

PLANNING STATISTICS

The Parish Council is a statutory 
consultee on all Bembridge 
planning applications. The 
planning committee meets 
twice a month to meet the 
consultation deadline of three 
weeks from the press notice. 
During the year, the planning 
committee met on 20 occasions 
to consider and comment on 58 
planning applications. Of these 
recommendations 5 applications 
disagreed with the Isle of Wight 
Council’s final decision.  

TOILET REFURBISHMENTS

The toilet refurbishments at 
The Point and Steyne Park are 
complete and open to the public. 
Thank you to Cllr J Marr for 
co-ordinating the works, the 
lengthsmen for their hard work 
and the contractors for their 
contributions.

Awarded 

Village Hall Management Committee          £1,000.00
Bembridge Youth & Community Centre       £ 570.00
Bembridge Friendship Circle                        £2,000.00
Community Library Donation £4,000.00
Bembridge Youth FC £ 500.00
Bembridge Cricket £ 250.00
Victim Support £ 150.00
Brading Colts £ 150.00
IoW Society for the Blind £ 150.00
Armed Forces Day £ 250.00
NHS Trust Local DeFib £ 300.00
Royal British Legion £ 150.00

Received 

Palmer Memorial Restoration Fund  £ 640.00
Neighbourhood Plan Grants  £6,160.00
IWC Economic Improvement Fund – Toilet Refurb £8,968.03
Biffa Grant – Footpaths BB19 & 22  £3,371.93
Bonfire Night Donations  £1,898.52
HRD Donation for Bembridge in Bloom  £ 95.00
Village Partnership Christmas adverts/donations £ 802.19

Best Kept Extra Large Village 2013

I have pleasure in presenting the 
Bembridge Parish Council Annual 
Report.  Yet again it has been a busy 
year for the Parish Council and the 
coming year looks set to be even 
busier.

I am proud of the sterling work 
done by the Parish Council clerk, 
deputy clerk and our lengthsmen.  
However, I am equally impressed 
by the considerable work done on 
a voluntary basis by councillors and 
individuals from the Bembridge 
community.

It is difficult to pick-out a few projects 
for special mention, but I feel the 
Neighbourhood Plan Working 
Group, the Point area clear-up, 
refurbishment of the public toilets 
at the Point and Steyne Park, the 
annual firework display, Dragons 
Den event, Bembridge in Bloom 
competition, Hillway/Steyne Wood 
footpath improvements and the 
re-opening of a major section of our 
coastal footpath all deserve special 

BONFIRE NIGHT
Another amazing Bonfire & Fireworks Night was held at Steyne Park on 
9th November. The night started with the amazing band ‘Reg against 
the Machine’ (a very last minute stand in for Cobra). Apologies to those 
who expected a large bonfire but due to the poor weather preceding the 
event the ground conditions were so wet that we could not construct one. 
Congratulations to Mike Crookes and his team for yet another fabulous 
fireworks display. Thank you to all of the volunteers who contributed and 
local businesses for sponsorship to make the event so successful.    

mention for their contribution to 
making Bembridge a more vibrant 
and pleasant community.

Collaboration with other village 
groups has increased, for example 
by working with Bembridge Primary 
School we have secured the school’s 
tennis courts for community use 
(outside term time). To give a flavour 
of our plans for this year, we have 
two major projects: acquiring and 
re-vitalising the whole Steyne Park 
grounds; and refurbishing/repairing 
the High Street public toilets and the 
rest of our High Street building.

I hope you find this report helpful 
and informative.  We are one of the 
most active Councils on the Island 
and this does regrettably result 
in a higher than average precept; 
however, I trust you consider the 
Parish Council is doing a good job for 
you and for Bembridge.     

Cllr Gordon Kendall, 
Chairman of Bembridge Parish Council

INTRODUCTION FROM THE CHAIRMAN



VILLAGE PARTNERSHIP 
Dragons Den

Bembridge Village Partnership hosted 
a ‘Dragons Den’ day on Saturday 
15th February at Bembridge Youth & 
Community Centre where a grant 
funding pot of up to £2,000 was 
awarded to local organisations and 
community groups working for the 
benefit of Bembridge. 8 applications 
were received and 7 made the final 
shortlist. The applicants had to deliver a presentation to the dragons with 
an audience looking on. Keith Cook organised the event supported by 
Denise Grannum, Robin Maconchy, Steve Simmons and Sheila Weedall 
better known as the dragons.

The funding pot was allocated by the Dragons between the following 
applications:

Bembridge Football Club  £300 for sports equipment
Friends of Holy Trinity Church  £200  toward replacement ceiling appeal   
Bembridge Primary School  £175 for anti-bullying campaign equipment
Bembridge Scouts  £250 towards replacement doors for scout hut                      
Bembridge Rainbows  £75 for gardening project
Bembridge Reckers Petanque Team  £300 for sports equipment
Bembridge Cricket Team £400 for sports equipment

BEMBRIDGE IN BLOOM
Bembridge in Bloom 2013 Awards were held on 
Thursday 29th August at 2.30pm in the Village Hall. 
Following the sad loss of Mrs Barbara Blackburn in 
the spring Bembridge Village Partnership offered to 
support the continuation of Bembridge in Bloom. 
Co-ordinated by Mrs Barbara Clough proceedings 
got underway. Kindly sponsored by Hose Rhodes & 
Dickson for many years, the new manager Mr Chris 
Lee presented the awards. This year the Partnership 
decided to gift gardening tokens to the winners as a 
small appreciation for their efforts in contributing to 
the overall ‘blooming good’ appearance of Bembridge 
Village.  The list of winners was as follows:-

THE WINNERS
Best Large Front Garden 
1st  Mrs D Turner, Rosewalk, The Grove

Best Small Front Garden
1st  Mr N Harry, 40 Crossway

Best Sustainable Front Garden
1st  Mrs D Thomas, Quaver Rest, 7 Frampton Way

Best Large Commercial Premises
1st  Pei Pei Zhou, Lu Shan Restaurant, Sherbourne St.

Best Small Commercial Premises
1st  Mr Graham Hawkins, Woodfoods Butchers, High Street

Best Containerised Frontage
1st  Mrs B Bumstead, 2 Malvern Cottages, Kings Road

THE POINT TIDy UP PROjECT
This on-going project has achieved much of what it 
intended, with the exception of replanting owing to 
recent weather conditions!
Notable improvements have been made – the ugly fallen 
boulder and post by the Point entrance road has been 
removed, pot holes filled, the posts and chain railings 
have been repainted and a new Bus Stop has been 
erected. The Palmer Memorial troughs have been cleared 
of rubble and surrounds weeded.    A litter bin has been 
provided on Point Beach.In Station Road an Information 
Board has been erected near the Bembridge Point 
signpost. In the upper half an attractive map features 
both the Bembridge and the Yar River Trails which follow 
identical routes for about 4 miles between Bembridge 
and Brading where they diverge. The lower half features 
pictures of historical interest about the Point area. The 
11 mile Bembridge to Newport Bembridge Trail leaflet 
has been updated, walked, verified and republished and 
will be available to the public. A smart new IWC litter 
bin has been installed.
The Toilets are now renovated and refurbished.   Under 
Parish Council ownership everyone benefits from year 
round opening!
The Project has involved considerable time and effort 
by individuals and organisations, for which we are 
most grateful. A celebration of the Re-launch of the 
Bembridge Trail took place on Friday 24th October, with 
Elaine Ceasar from the Isle of Wight Council cutting the 
ribbon.
The approach to Bembridge Village Centre now looks 
far more attractive and welcoming.

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PLAN
Bembridge 
Neighbourhood 
Development 
Plan was submitted
to the Isle of Wight Council 
on 22nd January and the 
official public consultation 
concluded on 24th March. 
An examiner has been 
appointed to inspect the 
Plan and all associated 
documents. A local 
referendum is expected in 
the summer (potential dates 
of 24th July or 21st August 
depending upon timescales).     
For more information look 
on our website.

MacMILLAN COFFEE 
MORNING
Thank you to everyone who 
supported the McMillian 
coffee morning held in the 
Library on 27th September 
2013. We raised £95 for the 
Macmillan Cancer Support 
charity. 

See you in September.

STEyNE PARK 
PROjECT
The Parish Council has 
commenced a project 
to develop facilities and 
activities at Steyne Park and 
Foreland Playing Field, which 
has now been leased from 
IWC.   We want to know 
what residents would like to 
see there – more football, 
tennis, rugby, cricket, 
outdoor gym equipment, 
running track, MUGA, 
allotments etc.  A working 
group has been formed with 
representatives from local 
groups and organisations.  
Please let us know your ideas 
and wishes for Steyne Park/
Playing Fields.  Look out for 
more details on our website.  

      

CHRISTMAS EVENT
Bembridge Village Partnership hosted 
a very soggy day of festive celebration 
on Saturday 21st December. The 
Vectis Brass Band and choir singers 
entertained the village and nursing 
homes.   Many craft stalls we 
accommodated within BYCC and the 
festivities and Christmas spirit was not 
dampened. Children were delighted 
to see Father Christmas arrive on his 
sleigh and take up shop in his grotto 
handing out gifts.  £202.00 was 
raised for IW Hospice and Sophie 
Rolf’s Kiss Puppy Fund. Thank you 
to all of the volunteers involved in 
making the event a success.

BB22/36 HILLWAy/STEyNE WOOD 
FOOTPATH PROjECT
Bembridge Village Partnership worked hard to secure 
grant funding from Biffa to make improvement works to 
footpaths BB22 Hillway Road and BB36 Sandown Road 
junction. Works to level out BB22 footpath and to install 
drainage and build up the BB36 junction took place in 
September.  Thanks to Aaron Rogers, Olly Hughes and 
the Parish lengthmen Tony Freeman and Pete Beeny for 
a great job.   Bembridge footpaths are being given a 
new lease of life with repairs to the BB19 footpath and 
the fantastic new coastal path from Howgate Road to 
Whitecliff Bay already completed.

CLEARING FOOTPATH BB4
Well done to the Green Town Steering Group and the 
lengthsmen for clearing footpath BB4 on 26th February. 
Luckily the sun shone and no rain was in sight to clear 
the footpath that had been taken over by residents 
waste bins, rubbish dumped in the area and a mass of 
overgrowth.  

PALMER MEMORIAL & WAR MEMORIAL
The Palmer Memorial is a grade II listed building which has been in the same 
position since it’s unveiling in 1910 at The Point off Embankment Road. The 
Parish Council has secured a new lease for the Palmer Memorial but has been 
unsuccessful in obtaining grant funding for its restoration. Funding is required 
of approximately £4,000. The Pilot Boat Inn, Bembridge Harbour Trust and a 
number of residents have been generous in donating several hundred pounds 
towards the restoration and cleaning project. We will be arranging the cleaning 
of both the Palmer and War Memorials in time for the Centenary of WW1 (the 
Great War) and once funds are available we will carry out the restoration works 
required. We will keep you updated of progress on our website. 




