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Best Kept Extra Large Village 2014

HAMPSHIRE AND ISLE OF WIGHT 
VILLAGE OF THE YEAR 

WINNERS

The Hampshire and Isle of Wight Village of the 
Year Competition is sponsored by Fullers Brewery. 
Bembridge were extremely successful at the 
presentation of the awards on Thursday 9th 
October 2014 in Bentworth. 

Joint Winners for Regeneration and Improvement 
of Community facilities and infrastructure – 
certificate and £100.00

Winners of the entire competition making us 
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Village of the Year 
– certificate, brass plaque presented by Fullers 
Brewery and £500.00

Finally, Emma Goldring, Bembridge Parish Clerk, 
achieved an award for Inspirational Individual.
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CHANGES AT THE PARISH 
COUNCIL

No major changes took place 
this year at the council.  Cllr Mike 
Tarrant was elected Chairman and 
Cllr Gordon Kendall elected Vice 
Chairman.  

FINANCE/PRECEPT

Bembridge Parish Council set their 
precept at £126,000 for 2015/16. 
Taking on extra services from Isle 
of Wight Council, contributions 
to village organisations, 
neighbourhood plan, village events 
and general maintenance of assets 
are all being budgeted for.

PLANNING STATISTICS

The Parish Council is a statutory 
consultee on all Bembridge 
planning applications. The 
planning committee meets 
twice a month to meet the 
consultation deadline of three 
weeks from the press notice. 
During the year, the planning 
committee met on 21 occasions 
to consider and comment on 70 
planning applications.  Of these 
recommendations 7 applications 
disagreed with the Isle of Wight 
Council’s final decision.    

BEST KEPT VILLAGE AWARDS

Congratulations to the 
Lengthsmen and Bembridge 
Weeders for all their efforts in 
contributing to winning the Best 
Kept Extra-Large Village Award. 

MEMORIALS

Cleaning of the Palmer Memorial 
and War Memorial has taken 
place. A grant funding application 
of £5,260 has been submitted 
to the East Wight Landscape 
Partnership which includes the 
restoration and promotion of the 
Palmer Memorial.

It gives me great pleasure to write this introduction to the Bembridge 
Parish Council Annual report and I am honoured to have served as 
Chairman for the past year.  I believe Bembridge Parish Council to be the 
most proactive and reactive Parish or Town Council on the Isle of Wight.

I wish to pay tribute to the staff and councillors of Bembridge Parish 
Council who in spite of an increasing work load, exacerbated by the 
extra services being delegated to the Parish Council by the Isle of Wight 
Council have managed to perform their duties in a manner many other 
councils would envy.

I would also like to express my thanks and deep gratitude to all the 
volunteers who have given their valuable time on the many projects that 
make Bembridge a unique place to live and work in.
One of the Council’s aims in the last year was to collaborate with other 
groups in improving, maintaining and facilitating the services and projects 
on offer to Bembridge residents without necessarily taking a lead role in 
their implementation and I believe we have achieved this.

On the financial front, Bembridge Parish Council managed to balance its 
income and expenditure within the year – a position which unfortunately, 
the British Government and The Isle of Wight Council seem unable to 
emulate.

Finally I would like to remind you that the Council and Councillors are 
here to help and assist you where they are able or refer you to the 
appropriate body if they cannot.  Constructive criticism and suggestions 
are always welcome.

Cllr Mike Tarrant
Chairman Bembridge Parish Council 

INTRODUCTION FROM THE CHAIRMAN

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PLAN
Bembridge was the first 
Neighbourhood Development Plan 
on the Isle of Wight to go
forward to local referendum.The 
referendum was held on Thursday 
24th July 2014. The number of 
votes cast was 1330 with a turnout 
of 39.35%. 

1222 voted YES (92%)    

108 voted NO (8%)

Bembridge Parish Council and 
the Neighbourhood Plan Working 
Group are extremely proud of this 
achievement which has been two 
and a half years in the making. The 
last stage of the process was for the 
Isle of Wight Council to officially 
‘make’ the plan this was finalised 
on 28th July, so the document is 
now part of planning policy.

Now the real work begins 
implementing the vision of 
the plan:-

To maintain and enhance 
the unique self-contained 
character of Bembridge Village 
whilst permitting small scale 
sustainable growth that is in 
line with the needs and wishes 
of the community.

A copy of the Bembridge 
Neighbourhood Development Plan 
and associated documents can be 
found on our website

www.bembridgepc.org.uk 

      



REMEMBRANCE ORCHARD

Bembridge Parish Council through the 
Green Towns Steering Group planted 
a small remembrance orchard on 28th 
January 2015 at Lane End Cemetery to 
commemorate the centenary of the First 
World War. 

HM Lord Lieutenant Major General 
Martin White CB CBE JP planted the 
first tree which is one of the Steyne 
Seedlings raised by Sir John Thorneycroft 
in 1893. Sir John Thornycroft gave the 
land at Jubilee Gardens to the Parish 
of Bembridge where our war memorial 
stands today.  

Although 46 names are listed on the war 
memorial there were some  men who had 
family connections with Bembridge or 
were stationed in Bembridge who gave 
their lives for King and Country. By the 
end of the war in 1918 the village had 43 
of its young men killed and many came 
home injured. We remember the fallen.  
The Royal British Legion planted the 
second Steyne Seedling tree. Bembridge 
Primary Schools Deputy Head Teacher and 
4 children planted the third tree Isle of 
Wight Russet.  

Mr Mike Foreman Bembridge Scouts 
Leader planted the fourth tree a 
Bembridge Beauty. Cllr Gordon Kendall 
Vice Chairman of Bembridge Parish 
Council planted the fifth tree Bembridge 
Beauty. There is also a beautiful engraved 
bench for people to take a few moments 
for quiet reflection. 

The orchard provides a living memory to 
commemorate the fallen.  

A short service and blessing was 
conducted by Priest Linda Bushell at 
St Luke’s Chapel following the planting.



DEVOLUTION OF 
SERVICES FROM THE IWC

The transfer of Lincoln Way Pond 
freehold to the Parish Council was 
completed in October 2014. 

The School Field lease to the 
Parish Council for 50 year was 
signed in April 2015 and a license 
has been issued to Bembridge 
Primary School to use Steyne Park. 
The Coastguard Green lease is 
still with Isle of Wight Council to 
make some amendments prior to 
signing. 

Please note the potential dangers 
of the new areas being taken 
on at Coastguard Green, Lincoln 
Way Pond and School Field. The 
Coastguard Green is situated on 
the edge of a cliff and we urge 
residents and visitors to use the 
area with caution. Lincoln Way 
Pond is full of water in the winter 
so please take care if visiting the 
pond. 

Isle of Wight Council also 
sought contributions towards 
Grounds Maintenance, the 
Beach Cleaning contract and 
the Environment Officers role. 
Luckily we already undertake 
all of the discretionary grounds 
maintenance in Bembridge so the 
only outstanding area is National 
Trust Land and this will be for the 
IWC to maintain. 

An island wide contribution 
towards the current IWC Beach 
Cleaning contract has been 
refused by the Parish Council and 
it had already been agreed that 
the Parish Council would take 
on the monitoring role of the 
Environment Officers. 

VILLAGE PARTNERSHIP 
Dragons Den
Bembridge Village Partnership hosted a ‘Dragons Den’ day on 
Saturday 14th March at Bembridge Youth & Community Centre 
where a grant funding pot of up to £2,000 was available to 
local organisations and community groups working for the 
benefit of Bembridge.

8 applications were received and 7 had made the final shortlist. 
The applicants delivered a presentation to the dragons with 
an audience looking on. The fearsome Dragons this year were 
Keith Cook, Cllr Denise Grannum, Steve Simmons and Gail 
Wade. 

The funding pot was allocated by the Dragons between 
the following applications:

Bembridge Primary School Gardening Club  £110.00

Bembridge FC     £300.00

Bembridge Scouts    £500.00 plus £100  
      from the Bonus Pot      

Bembridge Rainbows    £120.00

Bembridge Youth FC    £250.00 plus £100  
      from the Bonus Pot

Bembridge in Bloom    £200.00

Cloisters Lunch Club    £290.00 plus £50  
      from the Bonus Pot

David Randini compered the event and entertained the 
audience with magic tricks.   

Cllr Grannum said ‘All the applicants presentations were very 
professional and hopefully they were pleased with the funds 
they received. A good evening was had by all.’  

Unfortunately bad 
weather halted our 
Bonfire Night event 
but the display was 
rescheduled for the 
20th December. Fun 
was had by all at the 
BYCC’s Christmas 
event climaxing 
with the fireworks 
which were viewed 
by over 500 people.

CHRISTMAS EVENT



STEYNE PARK PROJECT
ITV’s People’s Millions Lottery Grant

Unfortunately Bembridge did not receive the highest number of public votes 
and were beaten by the winners Bournemouth Borough Council’s Winton Play 
Garden by just 8 votes!

However we did win the best runner up prize across all projects aired during the week by ITV Meridian news 
and still received the full grant funding applied for £49,979. The installation of the outdoor gym equipment 
and new play area surfaces commenced in January and the grand opening was held on 29th March.  

Thank you to all of the volunteers 
who spent hours handing out 
leaflets and spreading the message 
to vote for the Steyne Park Project 
and to all of the residents and 
members of the public who voted 
for us. Without your commitment 
none of this would be possible.

Open Day 29th March 
Bad weather did not stop the opening of the new play area and gym equipment at Steyne Park on 
Sunday 29th March 2015. Josh Early, a Bembridge Primary School student, officially opened the new 
play areas and Mrs Jean Briggs, Community Champion Volunteer, officially opened the gym equipment. 
Young and not so young enjoyed the new gym equipment.

Entertainment included a bouncy castle and a Dazzle & Fizz show, which were enjoyed by the children 
that attended. Free refreshments including cupcakes, hotcross buns and sausage rolls went down well 
with all. Thank you to all the volunteers that helped on the day and everyone that attended. More 
photo’s on our website.



COMMUNITY CHAMPION AWARDS
The popular Parish Council Community Champion Awards Night was held at the Village 
Hall on 26th September 2014 and a good evening was had by all that attended. The Award 
Winners were:

Champion Friends - Jillie Wheeler.  This award recognises an individual who with their best friend 
has improved the lives of those around them through their voluntary efforts in the local and wider 
community.

Champion Business – Steve Warburton and the staff of Welcome Store.  This award recognises 
a trader or business that goes the extra mile and makes a special effort for the benefit of their 
customers and community.  Their fundraising has helped a number of charities and groups in 
the village.

Champion Volunteer – Jean Briggs. This award recognises someone who regularly gives up her 
time to contribute to the lives and wellbeing of the community.

Champion Youth Volunteer/Group – Terry Allen and Bembridge Youth FC.  This award recognises 
those who regularly give up their time to contribute to the lives and wellbeing 
of youngsters by running youth clubs or groups for the community.

Champion Volunteer Group – The Bembridge Community Library. This award recognises those 
who regularly give up their time to contribute to the lives and wellbeing of others, and keep a vital 
service going in the village. 

Community Champion – Barbara Clough. This award is in recognition of an individual who has 
made an outstanding contribution to the community in many areas.

Chairman’s Champion – Canon Andrew Menniss. This award is in recognition of an individual who 
has made an outstanding contribution to the community over his years in the village.  We will be 
sorry to see Andrew leave but wish well in his retirement. 

Special Recognition – Alan Morris.  This award is in recognition of an individual who has made 
an outstanding contribution to the community and his leadership in Bembridge completing its 
Neighbourhood Development Plan, the first on the Island.

Congratulations to the winners and all those nominated.  Carry on the good work.



Bembridge in Bloom
Bembridge in Bloom Awards 2014 were held on Thursday 31st July at 2.30pm in Bembridge Village 
Hall. Co-ordinated by Mrs Barbara Clough and kindly sponsored by Hose Rhodes & Dickson for many 
years, the manager Mr Chris Lee presented the awards. This year the Village Partnership decided to gift 
gardening tokens to the winners as a small appreciation for their efforts in contributing to the overall 
‘blooming good’ appearance of Bembridge Village. The list of winners is as follows:- 

THE WINNERS

Best Large Front Garden
1st   Mrs H Wellsted, 21 Brook Furlong

Best Small Front Garden
1st    Mr M Cotton, 11 Kings Close, Kings Road

Best Sustainable Front Garden
1st   Mr & Mrs C Vines, Knightsroyd, Lane End Close

Best Containerised Frontage
1st   Mr & Mrs A Carslaw , 17 Egerton Road

Best Large Commercial Premises
Mrs Pei Pei Zhou, Lu Shan Restaurant, Sherbourne Street

Best Small Commercial Premises
1st   Mr G Hawkins, Woodfords Butchers, High Street

Best Initiative Involving Children or Young People Special Award
Mrs J Seymour   The Montessori Preschool, 51 Howgate Road

Barbara Clough Bembridge in Bloom co-ordinator says the following:-

“Although entries were slightly down, the overall standard was high. We were pleased to receive 
a variety of exciting new entries. We had to create a Special Award for the Best Initiative Involving 
Children or Young People for the Montessori Preschool (who encourage children to develop an 
interest in growing plants and vegetables at a very early age - the gardeners of the future!).”



BEMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2014 – 2015

BEMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCILLORS

South Ward
Cllr Gordon Kendall, Cllr Denise Grannum, Cllr Carol Doe, Cllr Alanah Woodford, Cllr Bill Bristow, Cllr Barry Dyer

North Ward
Cllr Mike Tarrant, Cllr Sally Pigot, Cllr Alice Lee, Cllr Peter Pugh, Cllr Martine Humphray, Cllr John Marr

Opening Balance 

Petty Cash

Bank Interest

Grants/donations

Interments

Memorials

Precept  

Premises Hire

VHMC loan repayment

5 High St rental

7 High St rental

High Street Yard rental

Insurance Refund

Misc income

Water recharge

Pitch/Changing Hire

VAT Refunded

Lengthsmen Services

Council Tax Support

118,073.39

0.00

644.98

44,296.41

8,257.00

1,344.00

115.639.00

4,309.35

3,129.77

5,096.48

5,490.88

500.00

1,146.50

40.24

1,192.21

2,645.00

4,754.30

2,038.97

7,361.00

Administrative expenses

Legal & Professional fees

Staffing costs

Motor expenses

Projects, Events & Donations

Parish Office, 5 Foreland Rd

BYCC

5 High Street

7 High Street

High Street Yard & Nissan Hut

High Street Toilets

The Point Toilets

Steyne Park Toilets

Changing Rooms

Steyne Park  

Lane End Cemetery

Maintenance & Gardening

PWLB repayment Village Hall

PWLB repayment Parish Office

Section 137 expenditure

VAT Paid

Closing Balances:

Balances in Bank Account

Cash in Hand

9,640.35

4,207.25

72,829.70

2,023.95

18,286.65

1,663.39

21.71

0.00

0.00

723.65

5,232.00

4,289.72

3,439.12

814.88

48,645.32

1,537.82

9,683.57

3,378.64

6,981.35

0.00

13,670.74

TOTALS                          118,073.39     207,886.09 TOTALS 207,069.81 118,889.67      

118,889.67

0.00

RECEIPTS PAYMENTS£ £ £ £

GRANTS RECEIVED AND GIVEN

Awarded 

Village Hall Management Committee           £ 425.39
Bembridge Youth & Community Centre       £ 519.37
Bembridge Friendship Circle                        £ 2,000.00
Community Library Donation £ 4,000.00
Small Grant - Bembridge Youth FC £ 149.88
Small Grant - IoW Musical, Dance & Drama Festival £ 100.00
Small Grant - Victim Support £ 150.00
Royal British Legion £ 150.00
Small Grant - Island Separated Families £ 150.00
Armed Forces Day £ 250.00
Small Grant – Village Hall  £ 162.59
Dragons Den Donations £ 2,020.00

 £10,077.23

Received 

Peoples Millions Lottery Grant £ 49,979.00
Neighbourhood Plan Grants £ 679.00
Bonfire Night Donations £ 485.93
HRD Donation for Bembridge in Bloom £ 200.00
Steyne Park Open Day Donations £ 24.43

 £51,368.36

325,959.48 325,959.48


