
 

Minutes of BEMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL Extraordinary Council meeting 

held on the 23
rd

 May 2017 at 19.30 in the Village Hall, Bembridge 

 
Present: Cllr M Sullivan (Chairman), Cllr R Weaver, Cllr M Donlon, Cllr S Weedall, Cllr M 

Reeder, Cllr R Widger, Cllr M Curtis, Cllr A Steane, Cllr A Hopkinson-Woolley, Cllr G Stillman, 

Cllr T Millington, Cllr C Behan, Mrs E Goldring (Clerk) and Mrs J McDade (Assistant Clerk) 

Public: IW Cllr M Murwill, IW Cllr B Tyndall, County Press Mr R Wright and 45 members of 

the public  

 

PUBLIC FORUM  

Mr Hughes – looking at the financial papers the PC have roughly £180,000 income of which 

£141,000 is accounted for, £8,000 already spent in the first few months and £26,000 

allocated to expenses.  This leaves £5,000 from rough calculations for other works.  Can I ask 

the Clerk if she has any concerns about the finances for the year? 

The clerk stated that the income total was actually £225,000 and cannot see any problems 

with the finances. 

 

Cllr Sullivan – there are very few places better placed to raise money if needed. 

 

Mrs Sheaf – if councillors were worried about costs to distribute the Annual Report then can 

I offer my services to deliver with some other volunteers. 

 

Cllr Curtis – there are issues about the finances of the PC and the finance committee will not 

be sitting till June.  It is important we know what monies are available. 

 

Mrs Taylor, SLCC Director – councillors should not be taking part in the public question time 

 

Cllr Steane – standing orders have been suspended so councillors could talk.  Had hoped 

that the Internal Auditors report would be on this agenda as there is the issue of 

unsustainable finance. 

 

Mrs Taylor – reiterated that it was the public question time 

 

Mrs Bell –councillors need to be aware that residents are on limited budgets so need to stop 

raising the precept.  Cannot see a problem with documents and files being removed from 

the office.   Need to stop letting green spaces be built on.  The PC need to work together for 

Bembridge. 

 

Mrs Clough – with new PC and IWC councillors it is an uphill job and being a councillor is 

very time consuming.  The previous councillors worked very hard and were very successful 

winning the Hampshire and IW Village of the Year 2 years running.  You need to keep taking 

Bembridge forward.   

 

Mr Champken – was a councillor for a few months and it takes time to get to grips with how 

the council works.   Believe a number of agenda items should be deferred until finances are 

understood. 

 



Written Question Mrs Rogers - I note with interest agenda item 3 on the agenda.  If I 

understand the situation correctly should the planning application be withdrawn then 

Bembridge Parish Council will automatically lose the planning fee that has been paid. 

Therefore might it not be prudent to continue with the application?   Permission if obtained 

does not need to be acted upon but could have a positive effect with future plans if 

required. 

     

1. 113/17 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

To receive apologies for absence  

All present 

 

2. 114/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

114/17/01 To receive declarations of pecuniary or other interests relating to items 

on the agenda 

Cllr Curtis declared a pecuniary interest in items 3 and 4 

No further declarations 

Cllr Weedall wanted it noted she believed another councillor should declare a 

pecuniary interest in item 3 but has been advised by County Hall not to give name. 

The clerk advised it was down to individual councillors to declare their interests. Cllr 

Sullivan asked if all councillors should declare an interest in the item?  Cllr Weaver 

stated if that was the case works on assets would never be done.  The clerk stated 

that councillors could not comment on planning applications made by the parish 

council. Cllr Steane stated he felt uncomfortable at the suggestion a councillor was 

not declaring an interest and no one knows who.  Cllr Steane stated he had no 

pecuniary interest in any item, and wished everyone would be open and honest. 

   

114/17/02 To consider requests and grant dispensations if appropriate 

None requested 

 

3. 115/17 PLANNING PERMISSION 

To agree the continuance or withdrawal of the planning application for 5/7 High St 

Will lose the planning fee of £385. IW Planning officer minded to recommend refusal 

for the application as she believes it goes against the BNDP changing business into a 

residential unit, does not fit with Bembridge Housing Needs survey and toilets are 

not redundant.  More work needed on the plans to achieve approval.  Need to draw 

a line under this issue as it hangs over Mike Curtis’s business, his staff and other 

businesses on the site.   

 

Cannot put a business above that of the wider village. Not positive to withdraw the 

planning permission as already paid and would give options on the building.  No 

solutions being put forward as to what we can do with the building. With planning 

permission we have options to raise more income from the building.  Planning can 

take a long time but worth it for the future.    

 

1300 signed petition and voted in new councillors with no experience.  Do not have 

the funds to do any of the works.  Should not change upstairs to a residential flat, 

but converting the toilets into 2 business units and relocating the toilets to a 

modern disabled facility within the Village Hall makes sense.  Believe there was a 

£45,000 surplus in the PC accounts which is not being mentioned. Works are needed 

on the building.  Businesses are paying market rents and changing the toilets to 

offices costs money. Cllr Curtis has a secure tenancy and has been offered a further 

10 year lease. 

 

Mr Champken – agree office should not be changed to a flat but need to maximise 

income from the building.  Planning permission does not have to be acted on. 

 

Mr Fagan – two councillors virtue one business who is a councillor, who are they 

working for voters or each other? 

 



RESOLVED: Agreed to the withdrawal of the planning application for 5/7 High Street 

In Favour – Cllrs Steane, Millington, Sullivan, Donlon, Behan, Widger, Hopkinson- 

Woolley, Reeder, Stillman 9 

Against – Cllrs Weedall and Weaver 2 

 

4. 116/17 COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS 

To dissolve the Community Asset Committee  

This grew out of the Community Hub which no longer exists.  Need to have a 

committee which looks at parish assets. 

RESOLVED: Agreed to dissolve the Community Asset Committee 

9 in favour   2 abstentions  

 

5. 117/17 ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 2016/17 

 117/17/01 To agree subscription for Hampshire Association of Local Councils (HALC)  

£543.00 or Isle of Wight Association of Local Councils (IWALC) £680.00 

RESOLVED: Agreed subscription for Hampshire Association of Local Councils (HALC)  

£543.00 

117/17/02 To appoint a representative to HALC or IWALC – 1 Councillor 

RESOLVED: Appointed Cllr Steane as representative to HALC 

 

6. 118/17 NEW COUNCILLOR TRAINING 

 To agree New Councillor Training sessions 

Have several quotes and options and clustering with other councils for HALC to do 

the training stands out.  Clustering with other councils is good and you can pick each 

other’s brains on how different parishes work.  Further training such as Planning can 

be looked at, would these have to come back to Full Council for approval?  A 

delegated level of expense could be agreed for training. Investigate clustered 

training with HALC. 

RESOLVED: Agreed new Councillor Training sessions clustered with other parish 

councils and arranged by HALC to reduce costs 

 

7. 119/17 2016/17 ANNUAL REPORT 

 To approve the annual report 

There was no consensus at the earlier Task and Finish group meeting.  Need to 

celebrate success but also look at the financial implications. Believe it is vital to get 

information out to residents especially those who are not online.  Annual report 

should be tweaked but needs to go out. Print in black and white, and send out 4 

times a year.  Advertising would cover the costs.  To keep quality status the report 

needs to be ‘distributed widely.  It is accepted that it cannot always be distributed to 

all households, but copies can be left at prime locations in a community, including a 

library, doctors’ surgeries, schools, pubs, shops or residential homes.’   Lots of issues 

not included in the report such as the Internal Audit report. Would not lose us 

grants but is a kite mark as to the working level of the council. All councillors need to 

agree on the contents. Work with BBA for advertising to make the report cost 

neutral. Put information into the Parish News on a regular basis.  Must state that 

there was no cost to the council and which businesses supported.  Arrange a list in 

the office for distribution by volunteers. 

Mrs Taylor – Annual report must be content from 1
st

 April to 31
st

 March, anything 

after those dates should go in a newsletter.  It is good practice to produce an Annual 

Report. 

Mrs Smith – wasn’t advertising spoken of at the last meeting, that would cut the 

cost    

Mr Spike – report should be done as some generations are not online or on 

Facebook.  Should be an interesting document for all. 

Mr Hunt – would need an editor for newsletter 

RESOLVED: Approved an Annual Report that all councillors must agree the content, 

there is no cost to the council and the parish office can co-ordinate a list of 

volunteers to deliver it. 

 



8. 120/17 LANE END TOILETS 

To agree Wallgate Contract for Lane End Toilets 1
st

 May 2017– 30
th

 April 2018 cost 

£402.00 

Believe this was to be deferred for more information as very complicated history.  

Clerk stated that the 3 other items under Lane End Toilets from the previous 

meeting had been deferred but the Wallgate Contract needed to be agreed as the 

council would be leaving its self-open to any liability. 

RESOLVED: Agreed Wallgate Contract for Lane End Toilets 1
st

 May 2017– 30
th

 April 

2018 cost £402.00 

11 in favour    1 abstention   

 

9. 121/17 DOCUMENTS/FILES 

To agree that information cannot be taken from the Parish Office and must be read 

onsite 

IW Monitoring officer confirmed that documents could be taken from the office.  

Worried that documents have no index covers.  Could scan all documents.  Require a 

procedure and policy.  Not conducive to work in the office, needs to be made more 

user friendly. 

RESOLVED: Agreed that information cannot be taken from the Parish Office and 

must be read onsite 

 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

To confirm date of the next meeting of the Council – 20
th

 June 2017 

 

Meeting Closed: 9.05pm 

 

Signed: …………………………………….. Dated:……………………………………….. 


