
               

Minutes of Bembridge Parish Council Meeting held at 

 7.00pm on 17
th

 January 2017 in The Village Hall, Bembridge 

 
Present: Cllr G Kendall (Vice Chairman), Cllr D Grannum, Cllr S Weedall, Cllr S Pigot, Cllr R Weaver, 

Cllr T Freeman, Cllr B Bristow, Cllr A Woodford, Cllr M Champken, Cllr M Humphray, Cllr P Watts, Mrs 

E Goldring (Clerk) and Mrs J McDade (Assistant Clerk)   

Members of the Public:  72, PSCO Moul and County Press 

 

PUBLIC FORUM –  

Alasdair Steane read the below statement on behalf of the Petitioners: 

Yesterday Spike Hughes handed a petition to the Clerk of the Council containing 1317 names.  1234 

of those signing the petition were from Bembridge whilst another 83 were from outside the village 

but people felt strongly about the plans of the Parish Council to sell 5/7 High Street.  This powerful 

document sends a very clear message to the Councillors of Bembridge Parish council and represents 

resident’s views. 

 

Whilst collecting signatures it became clear that the residents of our village were not supportive of 

the decision made at the October Parish Council meeting to sell the old Parish Building, an asset that 

belongs to our village and is in a prominent village position.   The petitioners want the status quo to 

remain ie with 3 valued business in-situ serving the community. 

 

There have been 2 public consultations concerning plans for a community hub when residents were 

told that the capital monies from the proposed sale of 5 High Street was needed, in this first instance, 

to carry the hub project forward, and in the second instance, to take on services from the Isle of 

Wight Council.  We would challenge this. 

 

We now understand that the Library is in the final stages of agreeing a new lease and they and the 

Heritage Centre will remain where it is. 

 

As regards extra services being taken on by the Parish Council, it is considered that this is an 

inaccurate position.  Any services offloaded by the Isle of Wight Council are statutory services and 

they must therefore pay for them.    It is not for the people of the village to pay for these statutory 

services twice.   We would also ask where the expertise on the Parish Council to run such services 

would come from? 

 

It has been noted that between mid-August and mid-December £8,160 (VAT included), has been paid 

to a planning consultant with regard to the proposed project, yet we were told in November that 

nothing had been decided.   Why was this money spent, who authorised the employment of a 

planning consultant, and when?   The residents request that the Parish Council stops this wasteful 

spending of public money.   The use of a planning consultant before any project has been agreed and 

notified to the residents of the village is beyond belief. 

 

We request that in future the Parish Council and its employees take part in full debate with residents 

in an open and honest fashion. 

 

We would also like the Parish Council to consider changing the terms of the sub-committee of the 

Community Hub to include more residents from the village.   We would like to know how the 3 lay 



people of this committee were selected, the criteria used, and when they were appointed, and by 

who?   Why wasn’t membership of this committee open to other residents? 

 

Finally, in May we have Parish Council elections for the first time in many years and we have a new 

Parish Council.   Therefore we request that no final decisions with regard to the offloading of assets, 

that provide a revenue stream to the Parish Council, or decisions relating to the Village Hall or 

Community Hub takes place.   This includes not placing on the open market the building known as 5 

High Street, Bembridge which we understand from the Chairman of the Community Hub Group at a 

User Group Meeting in November was planned to take place in the first week of April.   We request 

that the letters issued to the leaseholders be withdrawn regarding non-renewal of their leases.   We 

also request that the planning permission being discussed for residential use be held in abeyance.   

Finally we request that this building remains in the ownership of the Parish Council and stays an 

asset of our village.   This gives all interested parties time to open a full and frank dialogue, work for 

the good of the village, and get community backing for future plans. 

 

David Rolf – Wight Island Players had 500 people over 4 performances of this year’s pantomime.  We 

would not be able to carry on if we lose the stage and hall, will it be changed? 

No changes planned to lose the stage and hall. 

 

Marianne Sullivan – 5/7 High Street is a signature building and would be a loss of character to the 

village. 

 

Alexandra Hopkinson-Woolley – losing the fish shop would be the loss of an asset to the village and 

reduce property values.   Those who refuse planning will do well in the future election. 

 

Hugh Boynton – front page of Parish website supporting businesses and opposing new homes but 

now applying to change building for residential use.  Should stop until further negotiations. 

 

Ruth Curtis – started the shop in 2009 and have spent a lot of money on upgrading the shop and 

employing staff.   Parish Council sent letter to us in September to ‘discuss the future’.  Protected 

lease and 2 years to run, but the Parish Council will not extend the lease for security.   Won’t say we 

will lose the shop but have already lost 2 members of staff due to insecurities. 

 

Joe Currie – at the October meeting we were told that selling the High Street was part of 

consolidating services, moving the library, heritage and pc office into the Village Hall.  

 

Peter Hunt - have lived in Bembridge since 1991 and have the interest of the village at heart. Was 

the vote on selling the building unanimous at the Parish Council meeting?  Yes   

 

Alasdair Steane – as landlord of adjoining buildings, losing the fish shop would be critical for other 

businesses.   Saw that with the loss of Staddlestones a reduction in footfall to village shops.  Losing 

businesses affects the whole village.  Why register Lloyds Bank as a Community Asset but allow own 

premise to be changed to residential?  Withdraw planning. 

 

9. 09/17 PETITON 

 To receive petition from Mr S Hughes to stop the proposed sale of 5/7 High Street Bembridge 

 

Cllr Kendall stated  

I respectfully remind Councillors that we are only here to formally receive the petition not debate 

either the Hub project, or sale of the 5/7 High Street property.  A debate is not on the agenda and it 

would risk duplication of the Community Hub Committee’s work and discussions.   I realise 

misinformation has been produced and the motives of the Council maligned, so accordingly some 

Councillors may wish to respond to points raised by members of the public, but please restrict 

yourselves to responses or clarification. 

 

At the Hub Committee meeting yesterday it was agreed that the petition has to be considered along 

with the wider situation. Following discussion of the petition and representations from some 



members of the community, it was decided that further consultation with the community is needed, 

plus provision of greater detail and clarity of relevant information. 

 

The Parish Council made the decision to put 5/7 High Street up for sale in October 2016.  However, 

the building has not been placed on the market at the present time.   This is not a simple problem as 

there are many issues to be considered and the Parish Council needs to be as certain as it can be, 

that the action and decisions we take as a Council will be in the best long term interests of the 

Bembridge community. 

 

Therefore, I propose that we accept the petition and put implementation of the sale of the 5/7 High 

street premises on hold until May 2017, when the decision can be reconsidered.  This will give us 

time to properly review both the petition and the wider situation.  However, this will not prevent 

consideration going ahead on other issues, such as the public toilets, the seeking of relevant 

planning permissions and derivation of costings; but nothing will be done at this time which forces 

or prevents the sale of 5/7 High Street. 

 

RESOLVED: We accept the petition and put implementation of the sale of the 5/7 High street 

premises on hold until May 2017, when the decision can be reconsidered.  This will give us time to 

properly review both the petition and the wider situation.  However, this will not prevent 

consideration going ahead on other issues, such as the public toilets, the seeking of relevant 

planning permissions and derivation of costings; but nothing will be done at this time which forces 

or prevents the sale of 5/7 High Street. 

 

60 people left the meeting. 

Councillors were upset that so many people left the meeting when the Parish Council is being 

criticised of not communicating with the residents and making decisions without their knowledge.  

Maybe if people attended the meeting we would not have these complaints, generally only 2 

members of the public attend every meeting. 

   

1. 01/17 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

None 

 

2. 02/17 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

To receive apologies for absence  

 Apologies from Cllr Tarrant and IW Cllr J Bacon 

 

3. 03/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

03/17/01 To receive declarations of pecuniary or other interests relating to items on the agenda 

Cllr Woodford declared a personal interest item 10 as Library representative and will not be voting 

on the item. 

 

03/17/02 To consider requests and grant dispensations if appropriate 

No requests 

 

4. 04/17 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

To receive for approval minutes of the Council meeting held on 20
th

 December 2016  

RESOLVED: Approved minutes of the Council meeting held on 20
th

 December 2016 

 

5. 05/17 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

To note minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 20
th

 December 2016 

RESOLVED: Noted minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 20
th

 December 2016 

 

6. 06/17 WORKING GROUP 

06/17/01 To note minutes of the Green Towns Steering Group Meeting held on 11
th

 January 2017 

RESOLVED: Noted minutes of the Green Towns Steering Group meeting held on 11
th

 January 2017 

 

06/17/02 To note minutes of the Village Partnership Meeting held on 11
th

 January 2017 

RESOLVED: Noted minutes of the Village Partnership Meeting held on 11
th

 January 2017 



 

7. 07/17 FINANCE 

07/17/01 To approve bank reconciliation and cash balances to 12
th

 January 2017 

RESOLVED:  Approved bank reconciliation and cash balances to 12
th

 January 2017 

 

07/17/02 To approve schedule of payments to 12
th

 January 2017 

RESOLVED: Approved schedule of payments to 12
th

 January 2017 

 

8. 08/17 REPORTS 

 To receive the following reports: 

08/17/01 Hampshire Association of Local Councils  

No meetings 

08/17/02 Village Hall Management Committee 

No meeting 

08/17/03 Bembridge Youth & Community Centre Management Committee 

All going well, Sarah’s working hard to get more bookings and events on at the centre 

08/17/04 Village Partnership (plus Green Town Steering Group)  

The VP is working on a new village map to be placed around the village and leaflets, discussing 

Armed forces Day on 20
th 

June with Royal British Legion when we will be raising the flag at the 

Memorial Gardens and have been discussing Christmas 2017!  We will still donate to the fireworks in 

November.   The Dragons Den event will be a new format with larger prizes, though more work for 

the money will be required.  The GTS have arranged litter picks and beach cleans for the year, 

designed a poster that will be put in the St Helens Guide and working on new composting bins and 

waste bin for the cemetery. 

Public:  have lived here for a while but never heard of the Dragons Den, addressing the wider 

community is a problem, need better communications. 

Advertise in the Beacon, notice boards, office window, e-newsletters, website, Welcome TV, 

Bembridge Community Facebook, the Green Towns Facebook page and information is available at 

Parish Council Meetings.   Everyone is quick to criticise but we try very hard to get information out to 

residents. Brading Town Council regularly have 30 members of the public at Full Council Meetings 

who raise questions and participate, we have 2.  Brading also have the Brading Buzz newsletter that 

is distributed to residents and is now self-funding.  Communication is a 2 way thing. 

Mrs Curtis wished to help with village map item, details of the next meeting will be forwarded. 

Mrs Clough asked if better microphones could be installed in the Village Hall, as it was very difficult 

to hear some of the comments made in the meeting.   

08/17/05 Finance & Staffing Advisory Group  

Council on track and meeting the budget.  In a credit position 

08/17/06 Harbour  

No meeting but discussions on-going about repair, renewal or do nothing with the groynes   

08/17/07 St Helens Medical Centre Patient Forum  

A female or younger person was required on the Patient Forum, so Cllr Kendall withdrew and Cllr 

Champken was appointed 

RESOLVED: Cllr Champken will be the Parish Council representative on the St Helens Medical Centre 

Patient Forum 

08/17/08 Police Report 

None 

08/17/09 IW Bus & Rail Users Group 

Open Bus forum at the Newport Methodist Church on 11
th

 February.  Bus passes will now have a 

month’s grace following expiry date. 

08/17/10 Island Waste Report  

Forum on 26
th

 January.  Have approached Amey for 2 large compost bins as a community project.   

08/17/11 Library Report 

No meeting 

08/17/12 Other reports 

Nothing 

08/17/13 Isle of Wight Councillors reports 

Cllr Kendall has now resigned from the Executive of the IW Council along with Cllr Bacon  

08/17/14 Clerk’s report 



NETWORK INTEGRITY REGISTER 

Below is a response from Gary Stretch to the 4 top priorities for Bembridge on the Network Integrity 

Register. This will be followed up by a meeting request with Island Roads and IWC.  

 

From: Stretch, Garry [mailto:Garry.Stretch@IOW.GOV.UK]  

Sent: 21 December 2016 14:06 

To: admin@bembridgepc.org.uk 

Cc: Murphy, Bill; Bacon, Jonathan; Kendall, Gordon; Paul Herbert; Cooke, Antony 

Subject: BPC Full Council meeting 20th Dec 2016 

 

Hi Jacqui 

With regard to the attached meeting note ref the Network Integrity Register listings I will respond in 

the same order :-  

 

1. Church Road and Sherbourne Street – Whilst it is possible to alter the existing TRO to 2 

hours max stay to include Church Street and Sherbourne Street there are practical 

difficulties with residents permits and a set protocol for the installation of Residents Permit 

Zones (RPZ’s). These also attract extra costs as posts and signs have to be erected at 

prescribed intervals to fully comply with traffic regulations. There are also permit charges 

associated with this. Can you advise if the residents would accept permit charges? 

2. Kings Road – This matter is being pursued by CMT through Island Roads on the basis of 

Option B giving the most benefit, however we will seek prices for both options so that a 

value based decision can be made. The timescale on this is very difficult to predict. 

3. Walls Road/Crossway/Downsview Road - These lines should be refreshed as part of an 

ongoing process by Island Roads. I will advise them that these lines have been reported as 

faded. 

4. Lane End Road – The parking outside of the shops is private and is not the responsibility of 

either Island Roads or the IWC. This site was visited during the most recent ward walk 

(Emma was present) and whilst it was unanimously agreed that the vehicle movements here 

were at the best chaotic, it was also agreed that there was not much that could be done to 

improve the situation. 

Kind regards  

Garry Stretch I Eng M.I.C.E. - Highways Engineer  

PFI Contract Management Team | Isle of Wight Council | St Christopher House | 42 Daish Way | 

Newport | Isle of Wight | PO30 5XJ 

Tel: (01983) 821000 Ext 6518 

Email: garry.stretch@iow.gov.uk | Web: www.iwight.com 

 

LANE END TOILETS 

Ongoing problems with extremely high bills for the Lane End public toilets. Southern Water leakage 

engineer came out to in late December to investigate. There is no leak at present but his opinion was 

that there has been a problem in the past and this seems to be a billing issue. Southern Water will 

respond in a further 7 days with another update.  

 

IWC has discovered that they do not have a lease for the disabled toilet within the RNLI building as it 

is within the RNLI freehold. Richard Berry IWC is to do more digging and this also needs to be 

resolved. Still running on a tenancy at will at present. No update on this since the last meeting.  

 

SECOND PHASE OF MAJOR DRAINAGE WORKS UNDERWAY IN BEMBRIDGE 

Work is underway on the second phase of a major project to improve the highway drainage in 

Bembridge. 

 

Island Roads is working to improve the drainage at Lane End by significantly increasing the capacity 

of the drainage pipes that take rainwater away from the highway. Not only does surface water 

present a safety hazard, it also contributes to the deterioration of the road surface. 

 

The work follows the initial phase of work that began last year to improve the drainage at Steyne 

Road. The road closure necessary to undertake this work has now been lifted while the finishing 



touches are being carried out in the footway. The work on this phase is scheduled to be completed 

by January 18. 

 

At Lane End around 600 metres of larger capacity pipe will be laid beneath the road surface in the 

coming weeks. Road closures will again be necessary but the work is being done in eight phases in 

order to maintain as much access as possible to residents and businesses. 

 

Pedestrian access will be maintained for residents and businesses at all times and it is anticipated 

the project will be completed by the end of March. Steyne Road is then due to be resurfaced the 

week before Easter and Lane End the week after. 

 

Emma Goldring, clerk to Bembridge Parish Council, said: "We welcome both the progress being 

made on this important scheme and also the good work by Island Roads in keeping the community 

informed." Press release from Island Roads 

 

PETITION TO KEEP LLOYDS BANK OPEN 

Lloyds Bank has announced that the branch in Bembridge is due to close on 27
th

 April. Bembridge 

Parish Council understands how important this service is to the residents and businesses and is 

therefore collecting a petition to keep Lloyds Bank open. Forms available to sign in the Parish Office, 

Library and shops around the Village. Closing date for signatures is 31
st

 January 2017.  

 

CULVER TRAIL SIGNS 

Following reports of damage and loss to many of the Culver Trail signs, the Parish Lengthsmen 

repaired all 10 of the sign frames and new artwork was purchased from the Sign Shop. The new signs 

are now in place for everyone to enjoy along the Culver Trail. The Culver Trail Walk starts from the 

Bembridge Windmill and is a circular trail with three steepish slopes, four flights of steps and five 

stiles to negotiate. The signs give information on local flora and fauna, Bembridge Airport, the 

Monument, the Culver Battery and Bembridge Battery plus much more. Walk leaflet is available 

from the Parish Office. 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Friendship Circle Coffee Morning Village Hall– Saturday 4
th

 February & March 10.00 

FULL COUNCIL MEETING 

Tues 21
st

 February 7.00pm Village Hall  

PLANNING MEETINGS 

Tues 7
th

 February 6.00pm Village Hall 

Tues 21
st

 February 6.30pm Village Hall 

 

10. 10/17 LIBRARY AND HERITAGE CENTRE 

10/17/01 To note the decision of the Library and Heritage groups to secure a lease 

RESOLVED: Noted the decision of the Library and Heritage groups to secure a lease 

 

10/17/02 To agree an annual donation to the Library and Heritage Centre for continued service 

provision   



Currently the Library is receiving an annual donation of £1,000 down from £4,000 3 years ago. 

RESOLVED: Agreed an annual donation of £1,000 to the Library and Heritage Centre for continued 

service provision 

 

11.   11/17 HEALTH & SAFETY 

 11/17/01 To note review of all risk assessments, risk management and findings 

 Would like to thank the Clerk for her hard work on this item 

 RESOLVED: Noted review of all risk assessments, risk management and findings 

 

11/17/02 To approve Emergency First Aid at work course for Emma Goldring on 9
th

 May cost £70.00 

to keep 3 year renewal  

RESOLVED: Approved Emergency First Aid at work course for Emma Goldring on 9
th

 May cost £70.00 

to keep 3 year renewal 

 

12.  12/17 SCRIBE SUBSCRIPTION 

 To agree subscription for Scribe 2000 Ltd accounts software package for 2017/18  

 RESOLVED: Agreed subscription for Scribe 2000 Ltd accounts software package for 2017/18 

 

13.   13/17 FLAG FLYING 

 13/17/01 To agree to Fly the Flag for Commonwealth, Monday 13
th 

March 10.00am War Memorial 

Gardens  

RESOLVED: Agreed to Fly the Flag for Commonwealth, Monday 13
th 

March 10.00am War Memorial 

Gardens  

 

        13/17/02 To agree to Fly the Flag for St Georges Day, Sunday 23
rd

 April 10.00am War Memorial 

Gardens 

 RESOLVED: Agreed to Fly the Flag for St Georges Day, Sunday 23
rd

 April 10.00am War Memorial 

Gardens 

 

13/17/03 To agree to Raise the Flag for Armed Forces Day, Tuesday 20
th

 June 2.00pm War Memorial 

Gardens  

RESOLVED: Agreed to Raise the Flag for Armed Forces Day, Tuesday 20
th

 June 2.00pm War Memorial 

Gardens  

 

14.   14/17 BEMBRIDGE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (BBA) 

To agree to invite the Chairman of BBA to a Parish Council meeting as a guest speaker  

RESOLVED: Agreed to invite the Chairman of BBA to a Parish Council meeting as a guest speaker 

 

15. 15/17 BEMBRIDGE WEEDERS 

To agree a £250 Bembridge Weeders annual donation  

Would like to thank Mrs Clough and her team for their hard work around the village 

RESOLVED: Agreed a £250 Bembridge Weeders annual donation 

 

16. 16/17 SOCIAL MEDIA 

To agree provider for website, Facebook, Twitter plus training for the Clerk and Assistant Clerk 

4 quotes have been received ranging from £700 to £2,000.  IOW Geek has worked on Newport 

Parish Council, Totland Parish Council and Freshwater Parish Council, and would include 

facebook/twitter account set and tutorials. 

RESOLVED: Agreed to appoint IOW Geek to provide website, Facebook, Twitter plus training for the 

Clerk and Assistant Clerk 

 

17. 17/17 ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE 

To nominate Lloyds Bank, High Street, Bembridge as Asset of community value under the 

Community Right to Bid  

Will give some protection on the building and slow down any sale. Lloyds Branches are closing all 

over the country as well as the Island. Will not cost anything to nominate. If we cannot stop the 



closure then the Plan B is a mobile bank to visit the village, need to find somewhere in the centre it 

can stop. 

RESOLVED: Agreed to nominate Lloyds Bank, High Street, Bembridge as Asset of community value 

under the Community Right to Bid 

 

18. 18/17 FINANCE & STAFFING 

To appoint one member to the Finance & Staffing Advisory Group  

RESOLVED: Agreed to appoint Cllr Champken to the Finance & Staffing Advisory Group 

  

DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Full Council 21
st

 February 2017, 7.00pm the Village Hall, Small Hall 

 

Meeting Closed: 8.10pm 

 

Signed: ………………………………………… Dated:…………………………………………..  


