
   

Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held at 

 7.00pm on 23
rd

 May 2017 in The Village Hall, Bembridge 

 
Present: Cllr M Sullivan (Chairman), Mrs E Goldring (Clerk), IW Cllr M Murwill, IW Cllr B Tyndall and Mr D 

Groom, BBA secretary     Public: 57 

 

Cllr Sullivan asked for a minutes silence to pray and remember the people of Manchester. 

   

1. Apologies 

No apologies received  

 

2. To Approve Minutes of 3rd May 2016  Annual Meeting  

RESOLVED: Approved minutes of 3
rd

 May 2016 Annual Meeting and duly signed by the Chairman 

 

3. Annual Report Review 2016/17 - by Chairman of Bembridge Council 

I was born in the village and believe it is the best place in the country.  We have everything on our 

doorstep countryside, the sea and an interesting village centre.  Volunteers are always wanted to keep 

the village running.  I want Bembridge to be the best parish on the Island with best trained councillors 

and the best clerk.  We must make sure Bembridge stays the best.  

 

4. Annual Parish Review 2016/17 – by Ward Councillor  

Cllr Murwill – apologise that I have only been in the job a couple of weeks so limited to what I can report.  

Would like to thank all those who voted for me in the recent elections, and hope to prove to those who 

did not vote for me that I will work hard for all in the villages. I have joined the cabinet and will oversee  

Procurement, Special Projects and Forward Planning. There is lots to do like bringing big businesses to 

the  Island.  Either myself or Brian will attend parish meetings regularly. 

 

Cllr Tyndall – I live in Brading and was a councillor on the mainland before moving.  I will be sitting on the 

following committees: Scrutiny, Planning, Regeneration, Appointments and Appeals at the Isle of Wight 

Council.  Will try to sort any issues that arise between myself and Michael, we are both available for all.  It 

is early days so give us a chance. 

 

5. Bembridge Business Association Representative – Working for Bembridge 

Firstly I'd like to thank the parish council for giving me the opportunity to talk this evening about the 

Bembridge Business Association. My name is David Groom and I am currently the Membership Secretary 

and Honorary Secretary of the Association, and I've been on the committee for approximately 10 years. 

So what is the Bembridge Business Association?   

   

We were formed with the aim of promoting the interests of businesses that are members of the 

Association;  promoting co-operation, friendliness and social fellowship amongst our members; and to act 

as body to stand up for the interests of the local business community.   

 

2017 is an important year for the Association because this year we celebrate our 20th anniversary.  For 

the first ten years membership was open only to businesses operating within Bembridge parish, but in 

2007 we widened this to allow those in St Helens to join.  

 

I think one thing we can all agree on is that Bembridge is a very special village. There are obviously a 

number of things which make it special, but one of those things is that we are a working village. We still 

have a great variety of businesses operating here, with many businesses based around the Harbour, a 

fantastic array of shops, and of course service businesses as well. 



 

So how do these businesses contribute to the special nature of the village?  Firstly of course, it means that 

we don't have to leave the village in order to get many of the items that we need.  Things such as 

groceries, meat, fresh fish, hardware supplies, paper and ink for printers, beauty treatments, to give a few 

examples, are all available within the village. Secondly these businesses give employment to many of the 

people that live within the area. We are not a dormitory town, we are working village.  Compare our 

village with many on the Island, are you'll see just how well served we are by the local businesses 

community. 

 

I'm often frustrated by people who don't live in the area talking about Bembridge, and saying there is not 

much here. I’m sure my eyes narrow as I look at them and say "what do you mean there's nothing here? 

We have over 140 members of the Bembridge Business Association"  And as well as the business 

supplying the items I’ve just mentioned I tell them we have hairdresser's, a vet's, a chandlers, horse riding 

instructors, water sports instructors, boatyards, a printers,  web designers, builders, decorators, I tell 

them “how can you say there is nothing here?”  Of course by this time their eyes have glazed over and 

they've wandered off, but hopefully they get the point that actually there are a lot of businesses in 

Bembridge and St Helens. 

 

In fact, 20 years ago, when the invites to all businesses to attend the inaugural meeting of the Association 

were drawn up, it become apparent just how many businesses operated in the area.  This was a surprise 

even to long standing members of the village business community.  Then, as now, many people were 

found to be working from home, and might not have had an obvious presence to draw attention to 

themselves. 

 

Now it's often said that we are lucky to have such a range of businesses in the area, but it is not down to 

luck! These businesses are here only as long as it is profitable for them to be here, and that essentially 

means they need customers. Making people aware of what businesses there are within the area is the 

first step to encouraging people to use them.   

 

So how do we, the BBA, go about promoting what the area has to offer?  For each of the twenty years the 

association has been in existence we have produced an annual guide to the area and the businesses 

operating within it.  Over the years this guide has grown from 20 pages to 94 this year. It has a print run of 

25,000 and is distributed free to every house within Bembridge and St Helens, it goes out to most of the 

accommodation providers in the area as well as pubs and shops, and we get wider distribution through all 

the tourist information points on the island, and other selected outlets island wide.  I've been asked to 

post copies to people on the mainland, who picked up a copy while they were here the previous year, and 

want to look at the current years edition before coming down to stay. 

 

As well as the guide we also have our web site, bembridge.org, which gives a page for every member of 

the association to promote themselves, it has some of things to do in the area, and also a calendar of 

local events.  We also have a Facebook page which members can post to, often used to give details of 

events and last minute deals. 

 

It's important to say that we are trying to encourage both the people that live locally to use these 

businesses, but also to bring people in from outside and to ensure that visitors, once they get to a hotel, 

or arrive at marina, come and they spend their money locally rather than going into Ryde or Sandown. 

 

When I was asked to speak to you tonight I was given the suggested subject title “Working for 

Bembridge”, and it is fitting that the title doesn’t restrict me to talking just about business. In addition to 

what we aim to achieve for businesses, we also have a wider aim to assist the community where we can. 

We frequently give donations to local organisations (from memory, in recent years we've given to the 

Scouts, the Sophie Gully fund, the community Library, St Helens Primary School to give just a few 

examples). 

 

Not everyone realises that we also organise the annual Lights of Love Parade just before Christmas - the 

popular lantern procession starting at Lane End shops, and finishing at Holy Trinity; afterwards  we 

provide free mince pies and mulled wine, and sweets for the children given out by Father Christmas. We 

also provide the illuminations at Christmas on Kings Oak, the trees around the war memorial and the High 

Street.  

 



I said earlier that we have approximately 140 members, and despite being called Bembridge Business 

Association, we represent businesses in both Bembridge & St. Helens. I don't have the current statistics to 

hand, but only a few years ago we were the largest business association on the island.  

 

Members pay an annual fee of £25.00 and for that they get not only the opportunity to advertise in the 

Bembridge and St Helens Guide, and be on our web site, but they also get invites to the regular social 

events which we run. These events usually include a meal of some kind, together with some form of social 

activity, and not only are they are a good way to get to know other business owners, these events are also 

fun and informative. 

 

Not only do we want to encourage members of the public to use local businesses, but we want local 

businesses to use each other wherever possible.  Recently we started more structured networking events 

which give members the chance to directly promote themselves to other local businesses. 

 

Given that our membership fee is only £25 per year, and given the activities we undertake, I would hope 

that we could increase our membership further.  There are still businesses in the area who have not 

joined the Association.  I believe they fail to appreciate how we are all mutually dependent upon each 

other.  For instance if someone is buying flowers from the flower shop, they might go next door for their 

fruit and veg.  If they are getting their hair cut at Bembridge Barbers they might notice, and be tempted 

by, the displays at Captain Stan’s.  If a B&B is doing well they might want to have rooms redecorated, or 

to have their web site updated.  We all benefit from there being a vibrant business community here.  

 

I know I’m a little restricted by time tonight, but in closing I would ask that if you are in business in the 

area please do consider becoming a member, application forms are on our web site.  If you are not in 

business, but are on Facebook then please do “like” our page, and you will get informed about some of 

the things which our members are doing. 

 

In conclusion I believe that an active business community is essential to the life of his village, and we all 

have a responsibility to ensure the success of businesses which operate here. I hope tonight I’ve given you 

an opportunity to understand a little more about the BBA, and how we contribute to the area. 

 

Meeting Closed: 7.25pm 

 

 

Signed: ……………………………………. Dated:………………………………………….. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


