
  

Minutes of ANNUAL PARISH MEETING held at 7.00 pm on the  

3
rd

 May 2016 in the BEMBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 

 
PRESENT: Cllr J Bacon (IWC Leader), Cllr M Tarrant (Chairman), Cllr G Kendall, Cllr B Bristow, 

Cllr S Pigot, Cllr C Doe, Cllr S Weedall, Cllr A Woodford, Mrs E Goldring – Clerk and Mrs J 

McDade – Assistant Clerk PUBLIC: 4 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

To receive apologies for absence. Apologies Cllr B Dyer.   

 

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

To receive for approval minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 5
th

 May 2015. 

RESOLVED: Approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 5
th

 May 2015.  

 

3. ANNUAL REVIEW 

To receive an annual report review for 2015/16 by Cllr Mike Tarrant Chairman Bembridge 

Parish Council.  

Good evening & welcome to the Annual Parish Meeting of Bembridge. Thank you all for 

coming. 

 

Your Parish Council actively works to promote the village with the intention on making our 

village a pleasant place to live, socially and environmentally with the help of many local 

societies. 

 

Once again, Bembridge was successful in the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Village of the Year 

Awards, winning the Best Economic Development Award, the Inspirational Individuals Award 

and jointly winning the Village of the Year Award. I hope this shows that we as a Council are 

getting it right. 

 

As you will have read in the Annual Report, your Council has been successful in securing 

funding to improve many facilities within the Parish. Your Council was also involved in many 

events during the year such as the Street Fair, the November 5
th

 Fireworks and the 

improvements to Steyne Park. 

 

I would publicly to thank the staff and my fellow councillors of Bembridge Parish Council for 

their work during the year, not forgetting Alice Lee and Peter Pugh who resigned their 

positions as Councillors during the year.  All the staff and councillors have contributed in 

making 2015-2016 a successful year and helped to ensure that Bembridge remains a fine 

place to live. 

 

As you are aware we are fortunate enough to have the Leader of the Isle of Wight Council as 

one of our local County Councillors – Mr. Jonathan Bacon - and he has kindly agreed to give a 

talk on the future of the County Council. I would therefore like to welcome and introduce Mr. 

Jonathan Bacon. 

 

4. FUTURE IWC 

Cllr Jonathan Bacon – The Future of the Isle of Wight Council and update on the Devolution 

Deal. 

 



 

The defining factor is finance. Ongoing austerity cuts over previous years up to approx. 

£50million. Current budget deficit of £124million. IWC is not self-supporting. Business rates 

£17million, Council Tax £50million, shortfall is made up of government grant. Adult social 

care and children services are the majority of the spend. Discussions around statutory 

services and discretionary services. Discretionary services is £9.5million and cutting this 

would have budget impacts elsewhere so it’s a false economy to expect this can be simply 

cut. £12.5million needs to be saved next year. £3million short at the moment. Short answer 

is don’t know how a balanced budget will be set. Have been asking the government for the 

past 12 months what happens if and still no response. Looking at re-provision and different 

delivery of services of which the Parishes have been forthcoming but it doesn’t solve all the 

problems.  

 

Key is a new financial settlement taking into account the features of the Island. Doesn’t 

recognise this as a rural grant factors not eligible due to the current criteria. Have put the 

financial position to the government meeting with ministers. Marcus Jones didn’t dispute 

the difficulties but hasn’t addressed it either. Need to prove the case and produce the 

evidence going through the budget line by line. £115million is statutory spend with 

£9.5million discretionary. The Island economy operates 20% less than the mainland. Need 

detailed academic analysis. Hope the government will take account of this and rewrite the 

financial settlement deal.  

 

Myths surrounding the devolution deal. Takeover by Hampshire and giving them all of our 

decision making powers is buncombe. 15 authorities would take over the strategic decision 

making for Planning, Housing and Infrastructure. Financed by business rate retention would 

mean a pot of £705million. The government grants would be given up and use the pooled 

fund of business rates. Clever bit is the pooling and distribution. If we did we would lose 

£30million. However as part of this deal nobody would be worse off. Since that time the 

process has been derailed with confidence diminishing. The government insisted the area 

was governed by a directly elected mayor. The group rejected this idea and it has stalled the 

process. A refreshed deal with 8 authorities of the Solent Area was considered but 

Hampshire pulled back and Government would not accept the case without them involved 

as the County. IWC has stayed at the table in the hope that it will work in our favour for a 

new financial deal to ensure the financial sustainability of the Isle of Wight. 

 

Fight for the Wight is a campaign run by the County Press and backed by the Isle of Wight 

Council. Need as many people to sign the petition as possible to prove to Government that a 

special case is required for the Isle of Wight. 26% of people on the Island are over 65. Need 

to inform decisions by September not 6 months. IOW day launched by the new High Sheriff 

is celebrating the Island on 24
th

 September and hope that as many communities as possible 

can run events. (NB Bembridge Food Festival is 24-25
th

 September) 

 

Cllr Gordon Kendall 

Thank the staff and Councillors who are the most forward thinking and productive. In Parish 

and Town Council circles we punch above our weight. Bembridge still has enough residents 

all year round to retain an active community. A number of fairly contentious planning 

applications have been considered this year. IWC doesn’t see the position that the Parish 

Council has taken. Steyne Road to be re-laid upon completion of the drainage scheme which 

commences in September. Island Roads are doing their best to minimise the disruption.  

Waste contract has underestimated the amount of resource required and IWC have re-

staffed the call centre to deal with the calls. The plant that deals with the recycling is 

currently out of commission and this is hoped to be back in services within a few weeks.    

 

Cllr Mike Tarrant thanked both Councillors for their support and good work as our ward 

Councillors.  

 

Q&A How will the schools changing into academies affect the Island? In budgetary terms 

there is no difference as IWC pass the money direct onto the schools. Partnership with 

Hampshire to improve schools has reaped dividends. Seems to be a changing in National 

thinking about changing all schools to academies. Hampshire Full Council has opposed this  

 



 

changed. IWC will have an agenda item soon to do the same. Headteacher Union also 

opposed this approach.             

 

Meeting Closed 19.40 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………..  Dated……………………………………………… 

 


