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PROJECT OFFICER 

Wendy Jefferies commenced work on 1
st

 December and is welcomed to the small team to focus on 

project work such as the Community Hub and Steyne Park Project.  

 

Bembridge Community Hub – Update Report 

 

Following the survey which concluded on 11 December, and the public consultations held early in 

November, this report provides an update of the current situation regarding the potential creation 

of a central Hub. 

 

Analysis of the survey and feedback from the consultations. 

 

Firstly, thank you to the many people who returned the survey and/or attended the meetings – we 

had a great response to both activities. The survey responses gave the top ten services/facilities as 

follows (with percentage of responses): 

 

1. Post Office    44% 

2. Public toilets   29% 

3. Bank    25% 

4. Village hall (large)  23% 

5. Library   20% 

6. Village centre parking 17% 

7. Stage    11% 

8. Village hall (small)  11% 

9. Heritage society    7% 

10. Parish office     6% 

 

Post Office and Bank (1 & 3) 

Whilst Lloyds Bank have recently announced the closure of its branch in Bembridge, the community 

is very fortunate that Warburtons (Welcome) supermarket in Lane End provides banking services 

alongside the Post Office. 

 

Public Toilets (2) 

When the Isle of Wight Council announced the closure of Public Toilets in the village, the Parish 

Council took the decision to take on the responsibility, and carried out a refurbish programme.  

 

Village Hall (4, 7 & 8) 

The public meetings were followed by additional meetings with the village hall user groups to 

identify their requirements, in order that any potential changes to the village hall meet the users’ 

needs. The general consensus from these meetings was that the main hall size should not be 

reduced, the kitchen servery needs to be retained in the main hall, and that the small hall also needs 

to remain as it is. There was also a consensus that some space within the building is not best utilised. 

 

Library/Heritage Society (5 & 9) 

Clearly, the responses show the need to retain both the Library service and the Heritage Society. The 

location of these services is the subject of on-going discussions. (see also current activities below) 

 

Village Parking (6) 

There is no doubt that the village centre needs additional parking – this was fully recognised when 

the Bembridge Neighbourhood Plan was produced. The Parish Council continues to explore the 

possibility of providing additional parking, but realistically this is a problem that is unlikely to be 

resolved. 

 

Parish Office (10) 

To carry out its public duties (with more and more being devolved from IW Council), the Parish office 

staff require adequate office accommodation. Ideally this will be in a central location to enable ready 

access by the villagers. 



 

Current activities and plans 

 

5 / 7 High Street 

The work needed to maximise the value of the property is well underway, and it is anticipated that 

the property will be put on the market in the Spring of 2017. Monies received from this sale will be 

used on capital projects within the village. 

 

Library / Heritage Society 

The voluntary group that provides this excellent service is currently looking at the best way to 

ensure the service is maintained in the future. 

 

Village Hub 

The working group looking at the potential creation of a central hub which provides for all our needs 

continues to work on possible solutions. The location of the library and heritage society is a key 

decision which needs to be resolved before further Hub work can be undertaken.  

 

The working group will provide the community with further opportunities to comment when more 

proposals evolve. 

 

 

LANE END TOILETS 

Ongoing problems with extremely high bills for the Lane End public toilets. Southern Water leakage 

engineer is coming out to investigate. IWC has provided water bill data for the past 10 years. The 

past 2 years seem excessively high indicating a problem that needs to be resolved.  

 

IWC has discovered that they do not have a lease for the disabled toilet within the RNLI building as it 

is within the RNLI freehold. Richard Berry IWC is to do more digging and this also needs to be 

resolved. Still running on a tenancy at will at present. 

 

PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDER 

The Parish Council requested a dog control order for Steyne Park and the Old School Field back in 

October 2015 which is now known as a public spaces protection order. Lee Matthews advised that 

IWC has to draft and implement these orders and they should be reviewed in 2017.  

 

LSI ENERGY 

The Parish Council energy bills are being sent to LSI for free analysis to see if a better deal can be 

secured.  

 

BUDGET & PRECEPT 

The extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council on 6
th

 December agreed to raise a precept for 

2017/18 of £160,000.  

 

A precept increase from £140,000 to £160,000 which is a band D equivalent of £77.43 tax base 

2008.70 due to the need for additional staff resources and taking on additional services and 

continuing with the community hub project.   

  

BNDP ANNUAL REPORT SUMMARY 

Bembridge Neighbourhood Development Plan (BNDP) came into force on 28th July 2014, as part of 

the Isle of Wight Council’s Development Plan.  From this date, the policies contained in the BNDP are 

relevant to all planning applications in Bembridge.  The Bembridge Village Partnership has 

commissioned the second Annual Report as part of the monitoring process set out in the BNDP 

process. 

 

In the 12 months following the last review, Bembridge Parish Council (BPC) considered 57 planning 

applications and cited BNDP policies in 95% of its recommendations.   The Isle of Wight Council 

(IWC) cited BNDP policies in 91% of cases.   This represents a significant improvement on the 

previous review’s findings when policy usage was only 39% (BPC) and 85% (IWC).    This indicates the 



Bembridge Neighbourhood Development Plan has become firmly imbedded in the determination of 

Bembridge planning applications. 

 

The BNDP contains 30 policies of which 23 have been actively used over the past year.  However, a 

small core (6 policies) have seen most use and these relate to design, the environment and scale of 

development.   Some policies have been under-used. 

 

Over the review period, BPC recommended refusal to 12 applications, citing BNDP policy objections, 

but in 11 cases these objections were set aside by IWC.   In total, the IWC refused only 3 planning 

applications; the remainder have been approved (3 cases subject to the completion of a S106 legal 

agreement) representing a 95% application approval rate for the Parish.  

 

The Review revealed that householder planning applications made up 65% of the overall case load.    

Only 14% of applications related to new housing development resulting in a net gain of 34 new 

dwellings in the Parish of which 8 will be affordable units, 7 assisted living units, 2 self-build units 

and the remaining 17 open market units.   The Bembridge Housing Need Survey (HNS) indicates an 

annual average requirement of 12 new housing units (9 affordable and 3 market).    

 

A copy of the full annual report is available for inspection at the Bembridge Parish Council Office or 

may be viewed on the Parish Council website. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Closure of Parish Office for Christmas at 12.30 on 23
rd

 December returning on Tuesday 3
rd

 January (in 

case of emergency call Emma on 07834413030) 

 

FULL COUNCIL MEETING 

Tues 17
th

 January 7.00pm Village Hall 

PLANNING MEETINGS 

No Planning meeting 3
rd

 January 

Tues 17
th

 January 6.30pm Village Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


