
   

 Via Email: debbiemabbutt@hotmail.com 

 

20
th

 September 2017 

 

Dear Debbie 

 

Thank you for the question at Full Council on 19
th

 September during the public forum. 

 

Following the dissolution of the Finance & Staffing Advisory Group meeting I cannot confirm 

how many hours of Councillors time has been devoted to reviewing the budget and finance.  

 

Each Councillor is responsible for reviewing their agenda pack information which contains 

payments list, receipts list, bank reconciliation and budget monitoring spreadsheet. Some 

Councillors may spend more time than others doing so. I can confirm that some Councillors 

attended a budget review in the Parish Office between 2
nd

 -7
th

 August as mentioned in the 

training log below.  

 

 

Is there any substance to the statements being made by some Village Hall Management 

Committee members to sell 5/7 High Street? Each individual Councillor has their own 

opinion about what should happen with 5/7 High Street and the Parish Council as a 

corporate body will make a decision regarding buildings maintenance, I hope, in the coming 

months. There has been no proposal or motion to sell it. I haven’t spoken to the Village Hall 

Management Committee members regarding their opinions.  

 

Councillor Stillman did he resign? Councillor Stillman has not resigned as resignations must 

be hard copy, written, signed and delivered to the Chair of which his email was not. Advice 

from HALC states ‘a resignation submitted electronically is not in accordance with legislation 

and therefore not valid’.  

 

I voted for people standing for the principles of Open Bembridge and some have since 

changed allegiance why have they changed?  

 

 



 

 

 

Open Bembridge was a political group who campaigned during the elections to secure seats 

on Bembridge Parish Council of which 10 seats were successfully secured. Parish Councils 

are by no means meant to be run politically and several of the new Parish Councillors took 

up the office of Bembridge Parish Council on 8
th

 May and ceased this political affiliation. 

Some have continued it which is bad practice within a Parish Council.  

 

This doesn’t mean that those Councillors do not stand by the principles in which they were 

elected; to represent the residents of Bembridge.  

 

Yours sincerely  

 
Emma Goldring 

Clerk Bembridge Parish Council  


