
 

Minutes of ANNUAL PARISH MEETING held at 7.00 pm on the  

9
th

 April 2013 in the BEMBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 

 
PRESENT: Cllr G Kendall (Chairman), Mr A Morris (Chairman Neighbourhood Plan Working 

Group), Cllr S Pigot, Cllr M Tarrant and Mrs E Goldring – Clerk 

PUBLIC: 6 and Cllr J Bacon in attendance. 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

To receive apologies for absence.   

Apologies received from Cllr S Burden, Cllr J Leaver (arrived 7.30pm), Cllr D Grannum and Cllr 

M Humphray.  

 

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

To receive for approval minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 1
st

 May 2013. 

RESOLVED: Approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 1
st

 May 2013.  

 

3. ANNUAL REVIEW 

To receive an annual report review for 2012/13 by Cllr Gordon Kendall Chairman Bembridge 

Parish Council.  

 

Firstly a personal thanks to both my fellow Councillors (several of whom will not be serving 

on the new Council in May) and to our Clerk (Emma), Assistant Clerk (Jacqui) and 

Lengthsmen (Tony & Pete): without whose hard work nothing would have been possible.   I 

would also like to thank the community who have generally been supportive and 

appreciative of the Parish Council’s efforts.  Perhaps wrongly I assume that the low numbers 

of the public who attend Council meetings is a tacit acknowledgement that the Council is 

generally performing satisfactorily, as I am sure that if the community felt we were getting it 

wrong there would be significant numbers attending!   

 

The Council has had a very busy year, although much is work in progress. On top of the 

routine work of the Council, I wish to comment (not in any order of importance) on some 

specific areas of work: 

The draft lease for the Palmer Memorial site has, with the cooperation of Malcolm Thorpe, 

finally been signed – it was a long and protracted legal process.   We can now address the 

challenge of getting the Memorial, along with the War Memorial, restored in time for the 

Centenary of WW1 (the Great War) next year. 

The Council’s minutes, which date back to the late nineteenth century, are being bound to 

museum standard and will provide a valuable historical archive/reference for the village. 

Bembridge Parish has one of the largest asset bases on the Island.   In order to properly 

manage this for the community a review has been undertaken which identified work which 

needs to be done to some buildings. The major one was to frontage of the old Parish Office 

where specialist work is in-hand to repair a concrete beam on the frontage. 

The Parish Council has put significant resources into supporting the Neighbourhood Plan 

Working Group in developing the Plan and as part of the process a Housing Needs Survey for 

Bembridge, but more on this from Alan Morris, Chairman of the Working Group. 

 

Having acquired the public toilets in the village from the Isle of Wight Council much effort 

(some would say “blood, sweat and tears”) has been expended on plans to refurbish the 



toilets and a planning application is currently being prepared and we hope that the work will 

commence in a few months to upgrade and modernise the toilets to a standard the 

community can be proud of.   Special thanks to Mike and the group who were given the 

thankless task of finding a scheme which a majority supported.  

Reciprocal arrangements have been agreed between the Parish Council and the School for 

use of the School’s Tennis Courts by the community. 

Many projects and events have been supported through the Village Partnership, including:  

• The Point Tidy Up Project – with just spring planting and an information board 

outstanding  

• A range of Christmas events 

• The excellent Queens Jubilee celebrations 

Organisation of the fireworks and bonfire event, though the display was sadly plagued by a 

technical fault which delayed the start, but when it did go ahead was a superb display again. 

The Parish supported the refurbishment of Steyne Park changing rooms, which were in a 

poor state. Special thanks to Mr Ken Marsden and others for all the hard work he put in. 

The Parish Council achieved the “Quality Council” award, which included a thorough 

external examination of the way in which the Council conducts its business. 

The Parish is in a healthy financial position, has achieved a balanced budget and applied 

below inflation rise in the precept.  A significant contributor to this has been the Clerk’s 

improvements to the Parish’s financial management systems. 

A major funded plan has been put in place to enable the closed stretch of coastal footpath at 

Forelands by the Isle of Wight Council, thanks to consistent pressure from the Parish 

Council, IWC Council Jonathan Bacon, the Ramblers and others.  Hopefully the path will re-

open this year, or by the latest 2014. 

In-line with the majority community wishes the Parish Council made a spirited attempt to 

stop the plans to redevelop the Staddlestones garage site by McCarthy & Stone, 

unfortunately this proved unsuccessful. 

 

I am sorry if I have missed anything which people hold dear, but it has been a busy year, this 

is a very active Parish Council of which I am proud to have been Chairman. 

 

4. GUEST SPEAKER 

To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan by Mr Alan Morris Chairman 

Neighbourhood Plan Working Group.  

 

The Localism Act was passed last year and part of the Act is Neighbourhood Planning which 

is meant to ensure people have more of a say over development of the village. The Parish 

Council decided to do a Neighbourhood Plan and the working group has been in place for 

over a year. Once a Neighbourhood Plan has gone through the process it becomes Planning 

guidance which is a useful and legal tool that the Local Planning Authority must take into 

account when making decisions. Only two Neighbourhood Plans have gone through the 

process and been adopted to date. Bembridge Neighbourhood Plan must be in conformity 

to the Island Plan Core Strategy. The working group are close to publishing information for 

consultation. Housing needs analysis and report due shortly. Response rate of over 25% 

achieved. Professionals were employed to carry out the analysis of the survey and draft the 

report which is formally lodged with the Isle of Wight Council as a bedrock of evidence.  

Sustainability appraisal required for what is likely to happen and the impact of it on the 

Village. The scoping report should be complete in 2/3 weeks. Planning professional has been 

appointed to draft the Neighbourhood Plan and policies. Once the plan has been generated 

we will consult with the community. The Plan has to be adopted by the Isle of Wight Council 

who sends it to the inspector to checks it legal conformity. Then it has to go to a local 

referendum and will succeed if it achieves 50% of the turnout. The working group decided it 

didn’t want to spend too much money on the Neighbourhood Plan. Volunteers have been 

invaluable and the impact on the community will be minimal due to the grant funding 

already received and another application pending. The Plan will cover a 15 year period and 

rural service centres (Bembridge is 1 of 11) must provide an elements of 980 new houses 

over the lifetime of the Island Plan Core Strategy. If we don’t produce a Neighbourhood Plan 

then you could say that we do not have a say. An example of this is the Staddlestones 

application which demonstrated that the Island Plan is lacking in detail and policies. The 



Housing needs survey should be refreshed every 5 years to ensure the information is up to 

date. Thank you to all of the volunteers that helped with the housing needs survey.     

 

 

Meeting Closed 19.45 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………..  Dated……………………………………………… 

 


