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BEMBRIDGE CONSULTATIONS 

Two public consultations regarding the future of services and facilities within the village were held in 

the Village Hall on 1
st

 November 2016. The two sessions were very well attended – thank you to all 

those came. 

 

The objective of the consultations was to obtain feedback from the village community on provisional 

ideas on how to preserve what is already available and to be prepared for future needs in an 

environment where funding is shrinking. The sessions did achieve a high level of useful comment 

from those who attended. 

 

From the feedback received at the two sessions the group looking into the topic have set in place the 

following actions: 

1. Formal sessions with the Village Hall user groups to further understand their individual 

needs. These meetings will take place before the end of November 

2. Based upon the findings of these user meetings the group will derive further options for 

achieving the goal of securing services and facilities within the village for the foreseeable 

future 

3. Further public consultations will be held 

 

By being proactive and putting plans in place now will ensure that we continue to enjoy what we 

currently have and be prepared for the future. It is essential that whatever is put in place meets the 

needs and wishes of the community of Bembridge, and all information will be made available and 

feedback encouraged throughout the process. 

 

BEMBRIDGE CHRISTMAS FAIR  

On Saturday 17
th

 December Bembridge will play host to Father Christmas at this year’s Christmas 

Fair. Starting outside Lane End shops at 12pm,where you will find Santa with his carol singers until 

12:45pm when they will set off on a tour of Bembridge arriving at the BYCC in Steyne Park at 

3pm. The BYCC will be open from 2pm with stalls, games and refreshments. Captain Jack Sparrow 

and Tinkerbell will also be paying us a visit. Santa will arrive at 3pm and then he will be in his grotto 

inside BYCC to meet all the children until 5:30pm. Bembridge Christmas Fair is a FREE event, for 

more details please call 07756 296249. 

 

BEMBRIDGE NORTH & SOUTH WARD CO-OPTIONS 

Penny Watts and Mark Champken were co-opted to Bembridge Parish Council on 15
th

 November 

and we welcome them to the Parish Council until the ordinary elections on 4
th

 May 2017.  

 

Rogue traders - Please be aware. 

Rogue traders will knock on the door, saying they are working in the area, and will point out 

something like a loose tile on the person's roof or that their drive needs resurfacing. They grossly 

over charge and then come back again and again, taking more money each time. They may even 

charge without completing the work. 

 

Victims of Rogue traders are often vulnerable, elderly and/or isolated people who know nothing of 

these scams and so are trusting of anyone who is friendly or seems knowledgeable and genuine. 

After they have become a victim, they often feel ashamed and/or scared and so don't tell anyone. 

This not only means the original scam goes unreported but it also makes it easy for the rogue 

trader to return for more. 

Throughout the Isle Of Wight we are aware that rogue trader incidents is one of the most 

unreported crimes and, in order to get more accurate statistics, we need you to report any incidents 

that either you, or someone you know, has experienced with bogus callers or rogue traders who call 

at your door. To do this telephone the police on 101. 

 

BB21 FOOTPATH 

Volunteers come together to secure Bembridge footpath improvements  

 



Footpath BB21 forms part of the route linking Bembridge Windmill and Brading. For much of its 

course it follows the historic harbour wall of Brading Haven and offers wonderful views across the 

RSPB’s Brading Marshes Reserve. However, it is probably best remembered by many as a quagmire 

passable during the winter months by only the most intrepid.  

 

Now, thanks to the dedicated input of volunteers from the IW Ramblers, Bembridge Green Town 

and Bembridge Parish Lengthsmen and a skilled team of contractors the most treacherous 300m 

stretch of the path has been re-laid and widened. Thanks also go to the landowners Laurence Taylor 

and the Peter and Alice Summerhayes without whose support the project could not have been 

completed in such a timely manner. 

 

Works to improve the stretch of the footpath from Centurions Copse to Quay Lane, Brading begin in 

December and are scheduled to conclude in September 2017 completing the repair of a 4km stretch 

of one of the Island’s most important walking routes.   

 

Much needed clearance of vegetation was undertaken by Aaron Rogers Grounds Maintenance. The 

pathway was relayed by Reynolds and Read Ltd and Peter Faithfull constructed and installed a new 

gate.  

 

Further information:  

Phone: Pete Fellows 07970 767479 

Email: peter.fellows@iow.gov.uk 

 

Notes to editors: 

Down to the Coast – Is a project funded principally by the heritage Lottery Fund that is focussed on 

the intricate and diverse landscape formed by the rivers on the eastern side of the Isle of Wight. This 

covers an area of about 150sq.km and is home to about half the Island’s population. This famously 

beautiful area includes chalk downs as well as the largest area of fresh water wetland on the Island. 

 

IW Ramblers -The Isle of Wight Area of the Ramblers has over 550 members in 2 groups - The Isle of 

Wight Group and Wight Sole Group (mainly for the 20 to 40 age group). Each week the groups lead a 

variety of walks on the Island and occasionally on the mainland. They will be delighted to welcome 

you.  

 

Bembridge PC - Bembridge Parish Council is the tier of Local Government closest to parish residents 

and welcomes input and feedback from both residents and visitors in order that we can assist people 

or improve our village where we can. 

 

Bembridge Green Towns - The purpose of the Green Town Scheme is to encourage local people to 

take action to improve the environmental performance of their community.  A ‘Green Town’ is a 

community which is committed to making positive changes. Bembridge Green Town volunteers have 

been active since 2013. 

 

Heritage Lottery Fund - Thanks to National Lottery players, we invest money to help people across 

the UK explore, enjoy and protect the heritage they care about - from the archaeology under our 

feet to the historic parks and buildings we love, from precious memories and collections to rare 

wildlife. www.hlf.org.uk @heritagelottery @HLFSouthEast 

PROJECT OFFICER 

Wendy Jefferies commenced work on 1
st

 December and is welcomed to the small team to focus on 

project work such as the Community Hub and Steyne Park Project.  

 

LANE END TOILETS 

Ongoing problems with extremely high bills for the Lane End public toilets. Southern Water leakage 

engineer is coming out to investigate. IWC has provided water bill data for the past 10 years. The 

past 2 years seem excessively high indicating a problem that needs to be resolved.  

 

IWC has discovered that they do not have a lease for the disabled toilet within the RNLI building as it 

is within the RNLI freehold. Richard Berry IWC is to do more digging and this also needs to be 

resolved. Still running on a tenancy at will at present. 



 

PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDER 

The Parish Council requested a dog control order for Steyne Park and the Old School Field back in 

October 2015 which is now known as a public spaces protection order. Lee Matthews advised that 

IWC has to draft and implement these orders and they should be reviewed in 2017.  

 

LSI ENERGY 

The Parish Council energy bills are being sent to LSI for free analysis to see if a better deal can be 

secured.  

 

BUDGET & PRECEPT 

The extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council on 6
th

 December agreed to raise a precept for 

2017/18 of £160,000.  

 

Compare any precept increase to the band D property equivalent which we have worked. Current 

precept is £140,000 with a band D equivalent of £67.48 

 

A precept increase from £140,000 to £160,000 which is a band D equivalent of £79.65 tax base 

2008.70 due to the need for additional staff resources and taking on additional services and 

continuing with the community hub project.  This would assist also if the Government decide to 

introduce a 2% cap on the precept as a result of the consultation currently proposed for Councils 

over £500,000 precept for 2017/18; which could then be rolled out to all Parish Councils.  

 

BNDP ANNUAL REPORT SUMMARY 

Bembridge Neighbourhood Development Plan (BNDP) came into force on 28th July 2014, as part of 

the Isle of Wight Council’s Development Plan.  From this date, the policies contained in the BNDP are 

relevant to all planning applications in Bembridge.  The Bembridge Village Partnership has 

commissioned the second Annual Report as part of the monitoring process set out in the BNDP 

process. 

 

In the 12 months following the last review, Bembridge Parish Council (BPC) considered 57 planning 

applications and cited BNDP policies in 95% of its recommendations.   The Isle of Wight Council 

(IWC) cited BNDP policies in 91% of cases.   This represents a significant improvement on the 

previous review’s findings when policy usage was only 39% (BPC) and 85% (IWC).    This indicates the 

Bembridge Neighbourhood Development Plan has become firmly imbedded in the determination of 

Bembridge planning applications. 

 

The BNDP contains 30 policies of which 23 have been actively used over the past year.  However, a 

small core (6 policies) have seen most use and these relate to design, the environment and scale of 

development.   Some policies have been under-used. 

 

Over the review period, BPC recommended refusal to 12 applications, citing BNDP policy objections, 

but in 11 cases these objections were set aside by IWC.   In total, the IWC refused only 3 planning 

applications; the remainder have been approved (3 cases subject to the completion of a S106 legal 

agreement) representing a 95% application approval rate for the Parish.  

 

The Review revealed that householder planning applications made up 65% of the overall case load.    

Only 14% of applications related to new housing development resulting in a net gain of 34 new 

dwellings in the Parish of which 8 will be affordable units, 7 assisted living units, 2 self build units and 

the remaining 17 open market units.   The Bembridge Housing Need Survey (HNS) indicates an 

annual average requirement of 12 new housing units (9 affordable and 3 market).    

 

A copy of the full annual report is available for inspection at the Bembridge Parish Council Office or 

may be viewed on the Parish Council website. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Closure of Parish Office for Christmas at 12.30 on 23
rd

 December returning on Tuesday 3
rd

 January 

 

FULL COUNCIL MEETING 



Tues 20
th

 December 7.00pm Village Hall  

Tues 17
th

 January 7.00pm Village Hall 

PLANNING MEETINGS 

Tues 6
th

 December 6.00pm Village Hall 

Tues 20
th

 December 6.30pm Village Hall 

No Planning meeting 3
rd

 January 

Tues 17
th

 January 6.30pm Village Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


