
 

Minutes of BEMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL Extraordinary Council Meeting 

held on the 3
rd

 October 2017 at 7.00pm in the Large Hall,  

Village Hall, High Street, Bembridge 
 

PRESENT: Cllr M Sullivan (Chairman), Cllr M Donlon, Cllr S Weedall, Cllr R Weaver, Cllr M 

Curtis, Cllr R Widger, Cllr G Stillman, Cllr A Steane, Cllr A Hopkinson-Woolley, Mrs E Goldring 

(Clerk) and Mrs J McDade (Assistant Clerk)    

PUBLIC: 43 members of the public, IW Cllr B Tyndall, IW Cllr M Murwill and County Press 

reporter 

 

PUBLIC FORUM –  

Mrs Liz Mitchell – We all hoped that the new parish council members would be 

approachable and make changes for the better. Many of you are approachable, but the on-

going bad-tempered arguments all seem to centre around the past. We've heard about 

money, apparently misspent and the excuses, many, many times.  It's getting us nowhere 

and arguments need to end now. Frankly, this behaviour is getting boring.   Learn the 

lessons and be careful with expenditure, but let it go!   If you simply can't get on with your 

colleagues and put the past behind you, then you will be doing a disservice to the people 

who elected you. Please, please stop looking backward and get on with the job that the 

people of Bembridge hoped you would be doing for them. It's very easy to be negative 

about thing, much harder to be positive. 

 

Mr Charlie Millington – asked a question on behalf of Jay Chapman: can members of the 

Open Bembridge group please tell us what work they have done for the residents of 

Bembridge behind the scenes since being elected? 

Cllr Sullivan stated that there had been a number of beach cleans, the tidy up at Birdham 

Corner, a Ward Walk with IW Councillors and Island Roads, countless planning applications, 

most Councillors had attended Councillor Training and Planning Training, attended events at 

the RNLI 150 year celebrations and IWC and today Cllr Donlon helped with the Macmillan 

Coffee Afternoon. Cllr Weedall attended the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Village of the Year 

Awards where the previous Councillor won 4 awards, which was wonderful. 

 

Mr Hugh Boyton – In May 2017, Bembridge parishioners elected a new Parish Council, 

consisting of 2 Councillors from the previous Council and 10 newly elected members.  The 10 

new members had stood on an Open Bembridge platform which promised openness and 

clarity in all dealings within the BPC. The major issue at the May 2017 election had been the 

proposed sale of 5/7 High Street in particular and the state of the BPC finances in general. 

 

In the period from May to September it can be fairly state that progress within the BPC has 

been abysmal and that in fact 5 of the Open Bembridge elected Councillors have removed 

their allegiance to Open Bembridge and become independent Councillors. No specific 

reasons have been given for this change of heart but the accepted consensus is the 

determination by Open Bembridge to refuse to move forward and the wish to concentrate 

their efforts on perceived financial failures of the past. 

 

We are here tonight to look at the future, not the past and to try and find a mutually 

agreeable way forward within the BPC. In recent weeks however, Open Bembridge have 

made it quite clear on social media that they have no wish to do so until all past matters 

have been resolved and dealt with as appreciate. 



 

BPC monthly meetings have now become a laughing stock within the community, one 

Councillor has resigned due to the stress and upset incurred and in leaving pointed a finger 

directly at those she felt responsible. At the 19
th

 September meeting a Councillor member of 

Open Bembridge was banned from speaking any further during the meeting by a majority 

vote taken within the BPC. This resulted in a less than complimentary report in the following 

week’s County Press, further denigrating the view of Bembridge and its Councillors within 

the wider community.  To make the position worse there is a further disparaging report in 

this week’s County Press along with a letter from a parishioner questioning the integrity of 

the County Press reporter and accusing him of bias. 

 

Taking all the above into account, I for one am wondering if it is ever going to end. Open 

Bembridge clearly do not have the overall welfare of the parish and it’s residents at heart 

and it is my humble opinion that if they cannot start looking forward instead of back, then 

they should all consider their position as Councillors of this parish. 

 

Cllr Sullivan stated that when she was invited to join Open Bembridge she believed what she 

was being told, but with 29 years’ experience knew that each Councillor had to work as an 

individual person not as a group. Believes that she is being open, transparent and 

accountable in all her work for the Councillor, therefore being true to her election pledge.  

Agrees this looks dreadful but good people are working hard for the Council. 

 

1. 187/17 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

To receive apologies for absence 

Apologies received from Cllr M Reeder.  Non-attendance of Cllr T Millington.  

 

2. 188/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

188/17/01 To receive declarations of pecuniary or other interests relating to items on the 

agenda 

Cllr M Curtis declared a pecuniary interest in item 4. 

 

188/17/02 To consider requests and grant dispensations if appropriate 

None received  

 

3. 189/17 FINANCE AND ASSETS COMMITTEE 

189/17/01 To appoint a Finance and Assets Committee with full delegated decision making 

powers 

RESOLVED: Agreed to appoint a Finance and Assets Committee with full delegated decision 

making powers 

6 in favour     3 against 

 

189/17/02 To agree terms of reference for the Finance and Assets Committee 

The terms of reference were read aloud. Appendix A 

The budget, monthly payment lists, bank statements and audit reports will still go to Full 

Council Meetings for approval 

RESOLVED: Agreed terms of reference for the Finance and Assets Committee 

7 in favour     2 against 

 

4. 190/17 5/7 HIGH STREET AND VILLAGE HALL 

To discuss builders prices for High Street and Village Hall works 

Cllr Curtis left the meeting 

Asked 14 builders to quotes for works at both 5/7 High Street and the Village Hall, but only 2 

have given quotes (1 not full quote), 1 will quote in the next 2 weeks, 1 refused to quote and 

10 non responses. Believe the works should be broken down into sections and new quotes 

sort. Quotes received are in the region of £200,000, funding of these need to be looked at.   

Any works over £25,000 will need to go out for tender and be registered on the contracts 

finder Governments website. Solar panels/tiles need to be included to help reduce running 

costs of the Village Hall. 

 

Advice been received from HALC on VAT: 



Rent of property is a VAT-exempt business activity.  (Unless the council has made an Option 

to Tax on the building.  If they are not VAT registered, or if they are registered but aren't 

charging VAT on the rent, they won't have made an Option to Tax). 

 

If 83% of the building is rented out, its likely that 83% of the expenditure (and 83% of the 

VAT or about £16,600) relates to the council's VAT-exempt business activity.  Councils that 

make VAT exempt sales can only reclaim the VAT on the associated costs if the amount of 

VAT is less than £7,500.  As this will be over the threshold, the council won't be able to 

reclaim the VAT on the works, or on any other costs relating to VAT-exempt business 

activities during the year. 

 

If this is a one-off breach of the £7,500 threshold, if the council can demonstrate to HMRC 

that the average over 7 years (current year, previous 4 and forecasts for the next 2 years) is 

below £7,500, they will still be allowed to reclaim the VAT incurred. 

 

RESOLVED: Agreed to break down scale of works and ask builders to quote again 

All in favour 

  

5. 191/17 BUDGET 

To monitor the Budget 

New accounts spreadsheet is not working out so will return to the original Scribe paperwork 

and narration.  

Bottom line:- 

£115,136.17 balance sheet at 01/04/17 

£77,950.43 Actual Payments to date 

£177,425.10 Actual Receipts to date  

£115,136.17 + £177,425.10 - £77,950.43 = £214,610.84 (net of VAT) 

Anticipated expenditure for the next 6 months = £85,293.52 - £214,610.84 = 

Anticipated year end £129,317.32 

 

6. 192/17 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

RESOLVED: That in accordance with s.1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 

1960, the press and public will be excluded from the following item, having due regard to 

the confidential nature of the business to be transacted 

 

The Clerk left the meeting and Mrs Val Taylor clerked final agenda item 

 

7. 193/17 BULLYING & HARASSMENT    

  To agree as a Council how to deal with bullying and harassment of employees 

 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

To confirm date of the next meeting of the Council 17
th

 October 2017 

 

Meeting Closed: 9.35pm 

 

Signed:………………………………………….. Dated:…………………………………………………. 


