
 

Minutes of BEMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL meeting held at 7.00 pm on 

the 19
th

 March 2013 in the BEMBRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 

 
PRESENT: Cllr G Kendall (Chairman), Cllr D Grannum, Cllr J Leaver, Cllr S Pigot, Cllr M Tarrant, 

Cllr A Lee, Cllr R Marr, Cllr M Humphray, Cllr A Woodford and Cllr S Burden and Mrs E 

Goldring – Clerk 

 

PUBLIC: 3 Cllr J Bacon and Cllr P Joyce in attendance. 

PUBLIC FORUM: Mrs Cheiseman and others thanked the Parish Council and Cllr Bacon for 

the efforts made in representing the village at the Staddlestones appeal hearing. It was felt 

the Isle of Wight Council let us down as a lot of questions could not be answered. The Parish 

Council will not be privy to the plans to be submitted prior to works starting. They are 

agreed direct by IWC with applicant. Residents can monitor the progress on site and if it is 

felt the development is not being carried out in accordance with the plans complaints can be 

made and IWC will send out Planning Enforcement Officers to check.     

 
35/13 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Reminder that the spring litter pick is on Sunday 7
th

 April at 10am starting at Steyne 

Park.  

• Deadline for candidates to stand for the Parish Council elections on 2
nd

 May is a 

strict noon 5
th

 April 2013.  

• Meeting with RSPB ref footpath, Brading marshes and Brading – St Helens off road 

route. Environment Agency are raising the water table of Brading marshes which 

had dropped too far resulting in vegetation dying off and birds not nesting. This will 

be controlled by the slues gates and reassurance was given that it did not impose a 

flood risk.   

• Proposed golf site was discussed. RSPB conditionally in favour of the application for 

60 holiday lodges but cautious the ground in reinstated before bin handed over and 

that all agreements are in place. RSPB reasonably sympathetic to the idea of the 

circular walk along the old railway line.  

• Vagrants have been moved on from Peacock Hill by the owners of Longlands Farm in 

conjunction with the police. The land has been cleared by the workers of Longlands 

therefore a letter of thanks was agreed for the efforts made.  

 

36/13 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

To receive apologies for absence.   

Apologies received from Cllr J Marr due to work commitments and Cllr C Doe unwell.  

 

37/13 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

37/13/01 To receive declarations of any pecuniary or other interests relating to items on the 

agenda. 

No interests declared.  

37/13/02 To consider requests and grant dispensations if appropriate. 

No requests for dispensation received.  

 

38/13 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

To receive for approval minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 19
th

 February 2013 and 

extraordinary meeting on 8
th

 March 2013.  



RESOLVED: Approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 19
th

 February 2013. The 

minutes were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

39/13 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

To note minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 19
th

 February and 5
th

 March 

2013. 

RESOLVED: Note the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 19
th

 February and 

5
th

 March 2013. 

 

40/13 WORKING GROUPS 

40/13/01 To note minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group held on 22
nd

 February 

2013. 

RESOLVED: Note the minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group held on 22
nd

 

February 2013. 

40/13/02 To note minutes of the Village Partnership meeting held on 21
st

 February 2013. 

RESOLVED: Note the minutes of the Village Partnership meeting held on 21
st

 February 2013.   

 

41/13 FINANCE 

41/13/01 To receive bank reconciliation and cash balances to 15
th

 March 2013.  

RESOLVED: Note the bank reconciliation and cash balances to 15
th

 March 2013. 

41/13/02 To approve schedule of payments to 15
th

 March 2013.  

RESOLVED: Approve the schedule of payments to 15
th

 March 2013.  

 

42/13 REPORTS 

To receive the following reports: 

42/13/01 Isle of Wight Association of Local Councils 

No meeting held since last Full Council.  

 

42/13/02 Village Hall Management Committee 

No meeting held since last Full Council.  

 

42/13/03 Bembridge Youth & Community Centre Management Committee 

Meeting to be held tomorrow evening.  

 

42/13/04 Toilet Refurbishment Working Group 

Group disbanded. Thank you to the members of the group for all the hard work.  

 

42/13/05 Emergency Plan Working Group 

Group disbanded as Emergency Plan now adopted.  

 

42/13/06 Village Partnership 

Thank you received from the Rainbows for the Dragons Den funding. Meeting to be held 

next week. 

 

42/13/07 Harbour  

Public meeting held last week reported on Palmer Memorial and Village Green progress. 

Chris Turvey is no longer Harbour Master.  

 

42/13/08 Clerk’s report 

DRAGONS DEN  

Bembridge Village Partnership hosted a ‘Dragons Den’ day on Saturday 16th February at 

Bembridge Youth & Community Centre where a grant funding pot of up to £2,000 was 

awarded to local organisations and community groups working for the benefit of Bembridge. 

 

11 applications were received and 9 made the final shortlist. The applicants had to deliver a 

presentation to the dragons with an audience looking on. Keith Cook organised the event 

supported by Denise Grannum, Robin Maconchy, John Holloway and Sheila Weedall better 

known as the dragons.  

 



Keith said ‘We had a very good afternoon with approximately 40+ spectators. All the 

presentations were first class and, of course, we would have loved to have had more money 

to give out to such worthy causes.  However, everyone was very happy with what the 

dragons offered them.  The dragons were excellent and everybody said how much they'd 

enjoyed the afternoon and would we be doing it again next year.  Of course, I told them that 

it would depend on funds being available, but this was a very successful afternoon!’ 

 

The funding pot allocated by the Dragons is as follows: 

Bembridge Football Club             Amount Agreed £250 

Friends of Holy Trinity Church     Amount Agreed £275 

Bembridge Heritage Society       Amount Agreed £225 

BYCC Table Tennis Group            Amount Agreed £225 

Bembridge Primary School          Amount Agreed £250 

Windmills Pre School                    Amount Agreed £275 

Bembridge Scouts                        Amount Agreed £150 

Bembridge Guides                        Amount Agreed £175 

Bembridge Rainbows                   Amount Agreed £125 

GRAND TOTAL                                                       £1,950 

 

Photographs and video clips of the day will be uploaded to the website in due course 

www.bembridge.org.uk  

 

DISCRETIONARY BUSINESS RATE RELIEF 

The application for discretionary business rate relief was refused. The Revenues and Benefits 

response as follows:-  

Whilst the Isle of Wight Council would like to be able to approve your application for rate 

relief the legislation governing this does not allow this.  Organisations may only be 

considered for discretionary rate relief where they fit the criteria set out in the council's rate 

relief policy and the property (hereditament) is not an "excepted hereditament" in 

accordance with Section 47 Local Government Finance Act 1988 as amended.   

 

An excepted hereditament in respect of which relief cannot be given, is a hereditament all or 

part of which is occupied (otherwise than as a trustee) by a billing authority or a precepting 

authority.  There are activities which you operate that could attract discretionary relief if 

they were managed by a trust, however as Bembridge Council is a precepting authority 

discretionary relief cannot be awarded. 

 

Unfortunately small business rate relief is not applicable as Bembridge Council occupy six 

properties in total and the total rateable value exceeds the criteria of rateable value for 

additional properties of £2599. 

 

I wrote to Dave Burbage, Director of Finance IWC, and his response is as follows:- 

Thank you for your letter. I do sympathise with your views and it certainly would have been 

the intention to award discretionary business rate relief if we were legally able to. 

Precepting Authorities are prevented from claiming discretionary relief under rating law. The 

properties that the Isle Of Wight Council owns similarly cannot attract business rate relief. 

 

I am, however, seeking a legal view on whether there is scope under the localism Act to 

enable relief to be given despite the rating law and will let you know the outcome of that. 

The other option is to have the facilities you have outlined not directly operated by the 

Parish Council but through some charitable trust with support from the Parish Council. 

 

I do not think a Parish Council should have to set up a charitable trust for tax avoidance 

purposes. The IWC was able to introduce a policy for discretionary business rate relief and 

therefore could amend this to exempt Parish Council who runs public services. I think we 

should continue to lobby for this change.  

 

PALMER MEMORIAL 

I have spoken with Malcolm Thorpe this morning who has agreed to fund the additional 

£500 being requested by his solicitor. We have both agreed that we are happy to proceed 



with the lease excluding the part of the land that is not in his title. We agreed that as the 

memorial has been in place for so long it would be very difficult for anybody to challenge it. 

Therefore I have instructed our solicitor of this and he will finalise the lease for signing. Once 

the lease has been completed we can research grant funding sources for a restoration 

project.  

 

BRADING MARSHES 

Concern has been raised by residents of Station Road and Harbour Strand regarding 

potential flood risk of the Brading Marshes project to raise the water levels, following the 

compulsory purchase of harbour farm. A meeting has been arranged with Keith Ballard site 

manager to discuss the project and also information regarding possible circular walk. 

 

43/13 GREEN TOWNS 

To consider if Bembridge should work towards green town status; a project of Natural 

Enterprise. 

Bembridge is already doing well towards green status with its litter pick, beach cleans and 

tidy up project. Cowes has written their intention into the Parish Plan. The status opens up 

more opportunity for access to grants. Set up a steering group with a minimum of 5 

members to meet quarterly. 

RESOLVED: Agree Bembridge should work towards green town status.   

 

44/13 TENNIS COURTS 

44/13/01 To consider rental of the tennis courts within Bembridge C of E Primary school for 

the summer holiday. 

Chair of governors and head teacher have been given power to agree a reciprocal 

arrangement with the Parish Council to use Steyne Park in return for community use of the 

tennis courts. Meeting to be held on Thursday to discuss arrangement. Bring back to the 

next meeting.  

44/13/02 To agree facilitating setting up a tennis club to use the tennis courts. 

20 people have expressed an interest in setting up a tennis club. Coaching sessions for adults 

and children to be arranged.  

RESOLVED: Agree facilitating setting up a tennis club to use the tennis courts. 

44/13/03 To agree to purchase tennis posts and nets for community use. 

Cllr Jonathan Bacon has donated some tennis posts.  

RESOLVED: Purchase tennis posts and nets for community use.   

 

45/13 CONSULTATIONS 

45/13/01 To consider and respond to the consultation of proposed work for reinstatement 

of the Coastal Path BB10. 

RESOLVED: Agree proposed works for reinstatement of Coastal Path BB10. 

45/13/02 To note integrated transport capital programme consultation response. 

RESOLVED: Note integrated transport capital programme consultation response 

45/13/03 To receive a progress report for BB40. 

 

Parish Councillors received the following update from Darrel Clarke, Definitive Map Officer, 

IWC.  ‘Councillor Bacon has asked me to provide the Parish Council with an update in respect 

of Public Footpath BB40. 

 

You will recall that a proposed diversion of the route of the path was agreed with the 

landowners which was also acceptable to the group of concerned locals who queried 

whether a public right of way existed over the concrete slab (being the foundations of a 

previous toilet block).   Rights of Way proceeded with the necessary consultations.   During 

those consultations a member of the public objected to the proposal on the basis that he 

believes a right of way has come into existence over the concrete slab by way of presumed 

dedication and proposes to make an application for a modification order to add the path to 

the Definitive Map as a public footpath.  It is not clear how this gentleman became aware of 

the proposed diversion as consultations were not public i.e. as per normal procedures only 

the Parish Council, Local Member, IW Ramblers Association and the Statutory Undertakers 

were consulted and no objections were received. 



 

An application pack was sent to the prospective applicant on 31
st

 January 2013.  Queries 

were raised in early February regarding the procedure, which were answered.  The latest 

situation is that Rights of Way received a letter from the prospective applicant dated 21
st

 

February confirming that work is hand to complete a number of witness evidence forms but 

explaining that he is on holiday from 26
th

 February until 19
th

 March 2013.  He also had 

further questions about the procedure for making an application which were answered. 

 

Rights of Way will wait and see if an application is made before making a decision on 

whether to proceed with the proposed diversion order.’  

 

Cllr Bacon added that as part of the previous compromise IWC agreed to install new steps on 

the slope. If the application for a proposed diversion is submitted IWC will need the funds to 

administer what could be a 2 year process of designation rather than install the steps for the 

previous compromise.  The definitive map route does not work as it runs through a beach 

hut.  

 

Cllr M Humphray is concerned that there is no protection for people who have accrued the 

rights over a path and the landowners could pull out of an official diversion at any point 

within the two year period.  

 

The Parish Council has no powers to change the process and therefore a consensus was 

reached that the Parish Council will not do anything about this situation apart from ask IWC 

to conclude the matter.  

 

The Parish Council is lobbying IWC to reinstate Coastal Path BB10 and improve lynchens/ 

Station Road BB19. The Village Partnership is working on an improvement project for 

Hillway/Steyne Wood BB22 and the junction of BB36. All of these footpaths are designated 

rights of way and the routes are not being questioned.   

 

46/13 BEMBRIDGE VILLAGE PARTNERSHIP 

To approve the Bembridge Rights of way improvement project at BB22 and junction of BB36. 

Southern Water has recently been doing work on the footpath in Steyne Wood therefore 

they should be approached to rectify any damage caused including reinstatement of the 

style which lays in the hedge.  

RESOLVED: Approve the Bembridge Rights of way improvement project at BB22 and 

junction of BB36. 

 

47/13 SMALL GRANTS SCHEME 

47/13/01 To consider and approve a small grants scheme application from Bembridge in 

Bloom for hanging baskets and bedding plants of £150.00. 

RESOLVED: Approved a small grants scheme application from Bembridge in Bloom for 

hanging baskets and bedding plants of £150.00. 

 

47/13/02 To consider and approve a small grant scheme application from Jubilee Sailing 

Trust to contribute to tall ship sailing of£150.00. 

Jubilee Sailing Trust has applied funding of £1,000 but the maximum awarded under the 

small grant scheme is £150.00. It was felt that the criteria for the small grant scheme should 

apply to local organisations of Bembridge only.  

RESOLVED: Refused a small grant scheme application from Jubilee Sailing Trust to contribute 

to tall ship sailing. 

 

48/13 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  

To ratify the decision to appoint MEL Research Ltd to produce the housing needs survey 

analysis and report. 

RESOLVED: Ratify decision to appoint MEL Research Ltd to produce the housing needs 

survey analysis and report. 

 

 

 



49/13 PROCEDURES 

49/13/01 To grant permission to Bembridge C of E Primary School to use Steyne Park for 

their sports day on 27
th

 June 2013. 

9 for 1 against 

RESOLVED: Permission granted to Bembridge C of E Primary School to use Steyne Park for 

their sports day on 27
th

 June 2013. 

49/13/02 To grant permission to Bembridge C of E Primary School to use Steyne Park for 

their PE lessons, afternoons during term time only when weather permits. 

9 for 1 against 

RESOLVED:  Permission granted to Bembridge C of E Primary School to use Steyne Park for 

PE lessons, afternoons during term time only when weather permits. 

 

50/13 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

RESOLVED: That in accordance with s.1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 

1960, the press and public will be excluded from the following item, having due regard to 

the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

51/13 SCHOOL PLAYING FIELD 

 

 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The date of the next meeting of the Council -16
th

 April 2013 7.00pm Village Hall 

 

Meeting Closed 20.20 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………..  Dated……………………………………………… 

 


