
 

Minutes of Bembridge Parish Council meeting held at 7.00pm on  

19
th

 November 2013 in Bembridge Village Hall, Small Hall 

 
PRESENT: Cllr G Kendall (Chairman), Cllr D Grannum, Cllr S Pigot, Cllr B Bristow, Cllr A Woodford, Cllr 

A Lee, Cllr J Marr, Cllr P Pugh, Cllr M Tarrant, Cllr M Humphray and Mrs E Goldring – Clerk PUBLIC: 4 

 

GUEST SPEAKER: Ian Yeo, NHS Community Engagement Manager, Nigel Dove and Carl Community 

First Responders for St Helens and Bembridge. Ambulance service is governed by response times set 

by Government which is 8 minutes. In the case of cardiac arrest survival rates increase from 5-75% 

once a defibrillator is on the scene. The community first responders are volunteers who live locally 

and can provide assistance prior to the ambulance service arrival. Each volunteers has two days 

training, will use their own car, be provided with NHS ID badge, hi-vis jackets and equipment. Since 

the scheme started in 2005 over 100 lives have been saved. It is not a replacement for the 

ambulance service but an addition to it. In the New Year the NHS will be seeking to recruit new 

volunteers to become community first responders.  A defibrillator will last 5-7 years and would be 

located with the community first responder on duty.  

 

Proposal to take agenda item 9 here.  

9.  160/13 DEFIBRILLATOR 

To consider purchasing a defibrillator in partnership with St Helens Parish Council at a cost of 

£450.00 each. 

RESOLVED: To purchase a defibrillator in partnership with St Helens Parish Council at a cost of 

£450.00.   

 

PUBLIC FORUM: Barbara Clough congratulated the Parish Council on the toilet refurbishments at 

The Point and Steyne Park and look forward to the High Street refurbishment. Concerned about the 

trees at The Point along with other residents and are happy to see TPO from Jerry Willis and relook 

at the recommendations by the Parish Council.  

 

1. 152/13 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Would like to invite those attending the Full Council meeting on 17
th

 December to join the Chairman 

for a pre-Christmas drink and canapés immediately following the meeting which is funded 

personally.   

Suggest invite Cllr Steve Stubbings Deputy Leader IWC to attend the January Full Council meeting to 

give a presentation on the IWC budget cuts. 

Bembridge Library are hosting a Christmas event on 7
th

 December at 9.30am tickets can be 

purchased in advance for a prize draw of £100.  

  

2. 153/13 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

To receive apologies for absence.  

Apologies received from Cllr C Doe on holiday and Cllr B Dyer away. Apologies from Cllr J Bacon IWC 

Member is unable to attend.  

 

3. 154/13 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

154/13/01 To receive declarations of pecuniary or other interests relating to items on the agenda. 



 

No interests declared.  

154/13/02 To consider requests and grant dispensations if appropriate. 

No requests for dispensations received.  

 

4. 155/13 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

To receive for approval minutes of the Council meeting held on 15
th

 October 2013. 

RESOLVED: Approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 15
th

 October 2013. The minutes 

were duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

5. 156/13 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

To note minutes of the Planning Committees held on 15
th

 October & 5
th

 November 2013. 

RESOLVED: Note minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 15
th

 October & 5
th

 November 

2013. 

 

6.     157/13 WORKING GROUPS 

157/13/01 To note minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group held 23
rd

 October 2013. 

RESOLVED: Note minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Groups held on 23
rd

 October 2013. 

157/13/02 To note minutes of the Village Partnership Events Group held on 14
th

 November 2013.  

RESOLVED: Note minutes of the Village Partnership Events Group held on 14
th

 November 2013. 

157/13/03 To note minutes of the Village Partnership Green Towns Steering Group held on 24
th

 

October 2013. 

RESOLVED: Note minutes of the Village Partnership Green Towns Steering Group held on 24
th

 

October 2013. 

 

7. 158/13 FINANCE 

158/13/01 To approve bank reconciliation and cash balances to 15
th

 November 2013.  

RESOLVED: Approve bank reconciliation and cash balances to 15
th

 November 2013. 

158/13/02 To approve schedule of payments to 15
th

 November 2013.  

RESOLVED: Approve schedule of payments to 15
th

 November 2013. 

 

8. 159/13 REPORTS 

 To receive the following reports: 

159/13/01 Isle of Wight Association of Local Councils (IWALC) 

IWALC’s next meeting is on 21
st

 November where Dave Burbage will be giving a presentation on 

budget cuts where all Councillors are invited to attend. Page 17 of the slides lists local services for 

Parish & Town Councils to consider taking on. IWALC will also consider the protocol with IWC in 

which water quality on beaches and the Health & Wellbeing board has been included.  

 

159/13/02 Village Hall Management Committee 

Routine business dealt with at the meeting. The plan is to sand down and varnish the floors over 

Christmas.  

 

159/13/03 Bembridge Youth & Community Centre Management Committee 

Talk of it becoming a limited company but not to become a membership thing. Good turnout for a 

local band on Saturday evening.  

 

159/13/04 Village Partnership (plus Events Group and Green Town Steering Group)  

Fireworks night went very well and the response has been good. Haven’t covered the costs but 

certainly well within budget and hope it will continue next year. Hope that the Christmas event on 

21
st

 December will be as successful. Thank you to the Clerk, Assistance Clerk and Lengthsmen for all 

of their hard work in staging the event.   

 

The Point Tidy Up and Bembridge Trail re-launch reception went extremely well. The Green Town 

Steering group met with Peter Flavell Tree Warden to enable better understanding of the role. If 

advice is required in the future Peter is happy to assist. Made some headway with identifying future 

footpath projects. Thank you to Barbara Clough for all of her hard work on the Point Tidy Up project.  



 

159/13/05 Finance & Staffing Advisory Group. Dealt with routine business.  

 

159/13/06 Harbour. Next meeting is early December.  

 

159/13/07 Other reports. Island Waste has not held a meeting recently but they have published 

Christmas arrangements for collections.  

 

159/13/08 Clerk’s report as follows:- 

POINT TIDY UP PROJECT 

The re-launch of Bembridge Trail took place on Friday 25
th

 October to coincide with the autumn 

walking festival and to mark the end of the point tidy up project.  After the formalities, a short 

reception was held at the Pilot Boat Inn, followed by a walk of Bembridge Trail. 

 

Barbara Clough, Project Leader explains the improvements in more detail. 

‘This on-going project has achieved much of what it intended, with the exception of replanting owing 

to recent weather conditions! Notable improvements have been made – the ugly fallen boulder and 

post by the Point entrance road has been removed, pot holes filled, the posts and chain railings have 

been repainted and a new Bus Stop has been erected. The Palmer Memorial troughs have been 

cleared of rubble and surrounds weeded. A litter bin has been provided on Point Beach. In Station 

Road an Information Board has been erected near the Bembridge Point signpost. In the upper half an 

attractive map features both the Bembridge and the Yar River Trails which follow identical routes for 

about 4 miles between Bembridge and Brading where they diverge. The lower half features pictures 

of historical interest about the Point area.  The 11 mile Bembridge to Newport Bembridge Trail leaflet 

has been updated, walked, verified and republished and will be available to the public.  A smart new 

IWC litter bin has been installed. The Toilets are currently being renovated and refurbished. Under 

Parish Council ownership everyone benefits from year round opening! The Project has involved 

considerable time and effort by individuals and organisations, for which we are most grateful.   A 

celebration of the Re-launch of the Bembridge Trail took place on Friday 25
th

 October, with Elaine 

Ceasar from the Isle of Wight Council cutting the ribbon. The approach to Bembridge Village Centre 

now looks far more attractive and welcoming’. 

 

AUTUMN LITTER PICK 

The autumn litter pick took place on Sunday 27
th

 October with 6 volunteers in attendance. 

Unfortunately 40 minutes in the weather turned and the litter pick came to an end. Fingers crossed 

for better weather for the spring litter pick.  

 

FOOTPATHS 

Bembridge Village Partnership secured grant funding from Biffa to make improvement works to 

footpaths BB22 Hillway and BB36 junction. Works to level out BB22 and to install drainage and build 

up the BB36 junction took place in September.  Thanks to Aaron Rogers, Olly Hughes and the Parish 

Lengthsmen Tony Freeman and Pete Beeney for their hard work. Biffa inspected the footpaths last 

week and were impressed with the works carried out.   

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Local Consultation sessions were held on 5
th

, 7
th

 and 16
th

 November for the public to review the 

draft Neighbourhood Plan and associated documents. Around 52 residents attended cross the three 

sessions. Following the consultation sessions amendments are being made to the draft plan and a 

professional design of the final plan is underway.  Submission of the final draft plan and associated 

documents to IWC is planned for mid-December. The formal process of inspection, referendum and 

adoption, is the responsibility of the Isle of Wight Council and should lead to the plan being fully 

adopted and in use by spring 2014. 

 

TOILET REFURBISHMENTS 

The toilet refurbishments at The Point and Steyne Park are complete and open to the public. Thank 

you to Cllr J Marr for co-ordinating the works, the lengthsmen for their hard work and the 

contractors for their contributions.     



 

BONFIRE & FIREWORKS EVENT  

Another fabulous Bonfire & Fireworks Night was held at Steyne Park on 9
th

 November. The night 

started with the amazing band ‘Reg against the Machine’ (a very last minute stand in for Cobra).  

Apologies to those who expected a large bonfire. Due to the poor weather preceding the event the 

ground conditions were so wet that we could not construct one. Congratulations to Mike Crookes 

and his team for yet another fabulous fireworks display. Thank you to all of the volunteers who 

contributed and local businesses for sponsorship to make the event so successful. Income £2032.37 

Expenditure to date £2557.94.The total cost so far for the event = £525.57 with a couple of invoices 

yet to be received.  

  

CHRISTMAS IN BEMBRIDGE 

Please join us for a day of festive celebration on the Saturday before Christmas (21
st

 December), 

with a full programme starting at 11.00am in Bembridge High Street with carol singing, a brass band 

and Father Christmas on his sleigh, proceeding to the residential homes spreading festive cheer with 

the church choir and culminating in a grand entrance to Steyne Park at 3.00pm to visit his grotto, the 

craft fair and with celebrations continuing into the evening. In the true spirit of Christmas let’s help 

raise some money for two good local causes (the IW Hospice and Sophie Rolf’s Kiss Puppy Fund). 

Programmes will be available to buy for £1.00 for the Parish Office or Bembridge Youth & 

Community Centre.  

 

10. 161/13 TOILET REFURBISHMENTS 

 161/13/01 To receive an update on the toilet refurbishments at The Point and Steyne Park.  

Parish Council budget left for toilets £27,277.06, IWC Economic Improvement Grant left to claim 

£8,388.40, Total budget £35,665.46. 

Estimated cost at The Point £15,837.99+VAT and Steyne Park ££5770.94+VAT 

Actual spent on the Point £17,657.97+VAT and actual spent on Steyne Park £7,359.75+ VAT 

Total £25,017.72 Left in budget for High Street £10,647.74 

Cllr J Marr is unhappy at the accusations that he has been bribed by contractors to work on the 

toilets which is entirely unfounded.  

Cllr M Tarrant as a member of the toilet refurbishment working group supports Cllr J Marr 

wholeheartedly as he has done an extremely good job in coordinating the refurbishments. Shame 

that he has been put in this situation and is discouraged from doing any further works.  

RESOLVED: Make it clear on the website how the Parish Council decisions are made as the budgets 

and quotations were all agreed by Full Council and invoices paid by the Parish Office.  

 

161/13/02 To consider locking Steyne Park toilets overnight. 

Steyne Park could potentially attract the most damage and would hate for the hard work and budget 

invested to be wasted by vandalism. CCTV cameras are going in and external lights have been 

installed. Eazi Cleaners are happy to unlock the toilets every morning, Tony Freeman lengthsmen is 

happy to lock on Wednesday and Thursday and Sarah Portwine BYCC is happy to lock on Friday and 

Saturdays. The other days could be locked by Councillors on a rota. Installation of a combination 

padlock may be easier than issuing keys. 

RESOLVED: Lock Steyne Park toilets overnight at 6pm in winter and organise a rota between the 

Councillors.  

 

161/13/03 To note the petition received on 4
th

 November 2013 to save the Fir Trees at The Point. 

RESOLVED: Note the petition received on 4
th

 November 2013 to save the Fir Trees at The Point. 

  

161/13/04 To rescind decision 130/13/09 taken at the Full Council meeting on 17
th

 September 2013 

ref The Point trees (must suspend Standing Orders to do so). 

Cllr J Marr met with Jerry Willis Tree Officer from IWC the day before his annual leave to receive 

advice about good management of the trees. Linked to feedback that insinuated George Bristow had 

paid the Parish Council to remove the trees at the Point which is wholly inaccurate. There seems to 

be a great deal of confusion regarding the trees as Jerry is very clear that he would not have 

recommended a reduction of 40-60% as this would in effect remove all of the greenery and  

 



 

kill any tree. He states that he has not received our application for trees works so this has gone array 

somewhere. Jerry did recommend that the messy sycamore trees situated behind the toilets are not 

protected and needed works to be tidied and one could be removed that abutted the toilet building. 

RESOLVED: Suspend standing orders for this agenda item.  

RESOLVED: Rescind decision 130/13/09 taken at Full Council on 17
th

 September 2013.  

 

161/13/05 To submit a tree works application to the Isle of Wight Council at The Point for branch 

removal and tip reduction of overextending branches towards the toilets and prune back the lower 

branches by 1-1.5 meters. 

RESOLVED: Submit a tree works application to the Isle of Wight Council at The Point for branch 

removal and tip reduction of overextending branches towards the toilets and prune back the lower 

branches by 1-1.5 meters. 

   

161/13/06 To appoint SH Tree Services to carry out the tree work requires to the macrocarpa trees 

at The Point. 

The land is unregistered and Island Roads are responsible for maintenance of the trees therefore no 

need to appoint SH Tree Services to carry out the works.  

 

161/13/07 To support IWC TPO on the second macrocarpa tree at The Point. 

RESOLVED: Support IWC TPO on the second macrocarpa tree at The Point.  

  

161/13/08 To consider a proposal for the High Street toilets. 

The specifications required to deliver a refurbishment of the High Street toilets in the current layout 

does not have enough budget left over. Condition survey works are outstanding which is connected 

to the refurbishment rear windows and pointing to the ladies side. Need an additional £10,000 for 

the toilet refurbishment and approximately £30,000 in total to satisfy the condition survey works as 

well. Latest design agreed for the High Street was to allocate existing ladies space to the lower floor 

tenants and redesign the gent’s space to accommodate an accessible unit. The condition survey 

report states rear windows to be blocked up and an electronic ventilation system to be installed. 

Therefore one decision is reliant upon the other. Defer further consideration to the extraordinary 

meeting on 3
rd

 December.    

 

11.  162/13 TWINNING 

162/13/01 To note that Bembridge Twinning Association dissolved on 23
rd

 October 2013. 

RESOLVED: Note that Bembridge Twinning Association dissolved on 23
rd

 October 2013. 

162/13/02 To consider if the Parish Council untwin with Pledran or leave dormant. 

The entrance signs to the village state twinned with Pledran. A twinning association may reform in 

the future. Elaborate process to untwin. Vote taken to leave dormant 9 for 1 against.  

RESOLVED: To leave the twinning arrangement dormant.  

 

12.  163/13 HEALTH & WELLBEING PLAN 

 To consider proposal for the Health & Wellbeing Plan. 

New legislation came in April 2013 which changed the way the Health & Wellbeing plan is to be 

delivered through the local authority and NHS via the Health & Wellbeing board. The clinical 

commissioning group are looking at rolling out ways of doing things differently. The diagram in the 

agenda packs illustrates the complexities of the services involved in delivery.  Proposals as follows:- 

The Council accepts the invitation from the St Helens Medical Centre and offers a named member 

and deputy to attend the patient’s forum. 

The Council accepts an offer from IWALC for a briefing on the ‘My Life a Full Life Project’ which is at 

the core CCG development strategy. 

The Council accommodates a Café Clinics Roadshow in co-operation with St Helens medical in due 

course. 

 RESOLVED: Accept the invitation from St Helens medical centre for a member and deputy to attend 

the patients forum. Accept an offer to receive a briefing on the ‘My Life a Full Life Project’. 

Accommodate a café clinics roadshow in Bembridge in co-operation with St Helens Medical Centre.    

 



 

13.  164/13 IWALC 

 To review the benefits of membership for the subscription to IWALC. 

Important that membership is continued with the upcoming budget cuts and potential additional 

service delivery that will be passed onto Parish & Town Councils. IWALC do exert pressure on IWC 

from inside and out. Training is being delivered.  

RESOLVED: Continue the subscription to IWALC.  

 

14. 165/13 SMALL GRANTS SCHEME 

133/13/01 To consider and approve a small grants scheme application from Isle of Wight Society for 

the Blind of £150.00. 

The talking newspapers and books are an excellent service.  

RESOLVED: Approve a small grant of £150.00 to the Isle of Wight Society of the blind.  

 

133/13/02 To consider and approve a small grant scheme application from Brading Town Colts 

Football Club of£150.00. 

Additional information requested states the grants goes towards expenses such as pitch hire, 

affiliations, fees, equipment, insurance and kits. Would not be happy for any element of the grant to 

go towards pitch hire as this would mean funding our own income. Vote taken to approve the grant 

8 for 0 against 2 abstentions.  

RESOLVED:  Approve a small grant of £150.00 to Brading Town Colts Football Club but reiterate that 

the grant will not go towards pitch hire.  

  

15.  166/13 CONSULTATION 

To consider the Isle of Wight Council Street Trading consultation deadline 2
nd

 December 2013. 

Last page of questions irrelevant to street trading and appalling. Send individual responses to the 

Clerk to collate.  

 

16. 167/13 ISLAND ROADS LAY ASSESSOR 

To nominate a lay assessor for Island Roads. 

Do not wish to nominate a lay assessor for Island Roads.  

 

17.  168/13 HEADSTONE 

To ratify the decision to fund the cost of repair to the headstone damaged by a fallen tree in Lane 

End Cemetery. 

Cllr A Woodfood declared a personal interest as the headstone belongs to a relative.  

The fallen tree was an act of god and therefore not covered by the Parish Councils insurance. Due to 

the sensitivity recommend the Parish Council fund the cost of repair which is £190.00 plus VAT by 

Wightstonemasons. 

RESOLVED: Ratify the decision to fund the cost of repair to the headstone damaged by a fallen tree 

in Lane End Cemetery. 

 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Confirmed 17
th

 December 2013, 7.00pm Village Hall, Small Hall 

Those attending this meeting are cordially invited to join the Chairman for a pre-Christmas drink and 

canapés immediately following this meeting.    

 

Meeting Closed 20.10 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………..  Dated……………………………………………… 

 

 


