
 

Minutes of Bembridge Parish Council Steyne Park Project meeting held 12
th

 

March 2014 14.00 in the Parish Office, 5 Foreland Road, Bembridge  

 
Present: Cllr G Kendall, Cllr D Grannum, Cllr M Tarrant, Cllr S Pigot, Cllr C Doe & Mrs E Goldring Clerk 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

To receive apologies for absence. Apologies received from Cllr B Dyer, Cllr B Bristow, Cllr J Marr, Cllr 

A Lee and Cllr P Pugh. Non-attendance Cllr A Woodford and Cllr M Humphray.    

 

2. STEYNE PARK PROJECT 

A long term vision would be for a sports and social club to run Steyne Park, Foreland Playing Field 

and the Community Centre in its entirety and that it would be cost neutral. Youth provision would 

need to be included to ensure BYCC complies with the big lotteries legal charge on the property.  

Income opportunities are available with use of the bar for sports teams. Encourage residents to be 

involved. An extension of the property could be a possibility to include new changing rooms, public 

toilets and on top a viewing gallery across Steyne Park and the playing field.  A strong committee 

structure could run the clubs finances. Each sports club would need to be represented on that 

committee. The Parish Council could step back.  

 

Drainage is required on the playing field including the drainage ditch which has over the past few 

years been flooding the gardens of Steyne Road properties. The grass may also need to be reseeded 

as it may not be the best grass condition for sports. Prefer to see new sports introduced to the 

playing field including a rugby team. The old basketball court could become a multi-use games area 

including provision for netball, basketball, hockey and 5 a side football. Astroturf was thought to be 

an old concept that grazed people’s knees and would not be introduced. Instead it would be the 

rubber matting used.  A new artificial cricket wicket is required and could introduce cricket nets in 

the old long jump area for training. Outdoor gym equipment is thought to be useful. A running track 

could be introduced around the edge of the field with distance markers installed. A row of 

allotments could be introduced along the edge of the far side of the field that would need to be 

fenced off and made secure. A water supply would need to be investigated. A community garden 

was felt not to be the right concept. A row of trees could be installed at the top of the field to create 

a better boundary between the residents. Boundary netting would need to be considered for Steyne 

Park. The skate park was installed in 2009 which is well used and is not a priority to be changed. The 

petanque team is developing nicely with younger people running it. The petanque area is licensed by 

BYCC from the Parish Council. The children’s play area surface in Steyne Park would need to be 

included as the bark chippings cost approx. £1,000pa to renew. A rubber matting surface was 

thought to be better. The entrance to the children’s play area could be moved to the other side as 

the entrance way has become very wet and boggy as there is no drainage or area for water run-off.   

The entrance way into Steyne Park car park could do with much improvement in the way of signage 

and changing the fencing particularly of the electricity substation. CCTV and better floodlights could 

be introduced. If new changing rooms were achieved the current changing rooms could be gutted 

and become the lengthsmen storeroom.  

 

Commence consultation and start by holding a public meeting for ideas and to publicise the project. 

Then form the Steyne Park Project Committee by inviting one member to represent BYCC, football, 

cricket, school, BBA, rugby and any others who have a keen interest in the project.    

 

Meeting closed 15.25 


