
 

 

            
   

Minutes of Bembridge Parish Council Meeting held 

at 7.00pm on 20
th

 February 2018 in The Village Hall, Bembridge 

 
PRESENT: Cllr M Sullivan (Chair), Cllr K Fagan, Cllr M Donlon, Cllr S Weedall, Cllr R Weaver, Cllr G Stillman, 

Cllr A Hopkinson-Woolley, Cllr M Curtis, Cllr R Widger, Cllr A Steane, Mrs E Goldring (Clerk) and Mrs J 

McDade (Assistant Clerk) PUBLIC: Cllr B Tyndall, County Press and 46 public 

 

1. 21/18 TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN 

Cllr K Fagan was proposed as Chairman and seconded.  No further nominations were put forward. 

RESOLVED: Cllr K Fagan was appointed Chairman 

9 in favour 1 against 

 

2. 22/18 TO RECEIVE THE CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 

RESOLVED: Cllr Fagan signed the Chairman’s declaration of acceptance of office 

 

3. 23/18 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Would like to thank Cllr Sullivan for her hard work for the Parish Council in these difficult times. The reason 

for only having limited speaking times of 2 minutes for Councillors and 3 minutes for the public, our 

Standing Orders only allow for the meeting to last 2 hours that would allow for 5 subjects to be covered, 

therefore have to be careful that we can cover the agenda. Information should be sought before the 

meeting from the office if required. As new Chair, we cannot micro manage the staff and need to allow 

them to get on with their workload. Councillors need to be creative finding new revenue streams. Need to 

consider shortening the agenda and delegating powers to the officers. I will note items that can be 

delegated as we go through the agenda.  

 

PUBLIC FORUM  

Cllr Fagan: This is a meeting held in public not a public meeting.  Questions will not be taken during the 

meeting, this is the public forum. 

 

Denise Grannum: Congratulations to Cllr Fagan but it is such a shame that Cllr Sullivan had to resign.  

Residents are very proud of this Village but not with what is going on with the Parish Council. We have so 

much to be proud of being one of the first Councils to take on public toilets when IWC where closing them, 

raising thousands of pounds for community projects and winning numerous awards on the mainland.   

Councillors need to be working together for this wonderful Village.  Can I ask Cllr Steane what have you 

achieved since taking office last May? 

Cllr Fagan: Thank you but I cannot allow that to be answered. There are concerns that there are no 

sanctions for Councillors but there are for Staff. The public perception is something we cannot stop. Thank 

you for your question.   

 

Liz Mitchell: I note that five years ago there was ‘only 43% return’ on your previous Survey of Housing 

needs. Surely this would be regarded as statistically meaningful? I would be intrigued to know:- What more 

you expect to achieve by this further survey? What will it cost and could it not have been done in house? 

How this is justified in this time of financial strictures? This survey is carried out by Home Consultancy Ltd.  

Am I correct in understanding that the Company is in effect just one of the trading names of a single 

individual who is already employed in the local Planning Department?  If this is correct, is it not part of his 



 

 

job already? Since it appears he has the appropriate experience and presumably is underemployed 

currently, is it not reasonable in this time of financial strictures that his job specification should be 

reviewed to include this? 

Clerk: The Housing Needs Survey needs to renew every 5 years for our Bembridge Neighbourhood Plan and 

need to achieve a 25% return. Pete Griffin does not work for the IWC Planning but has his own company.  

The cost for the survey analysis is £1,300 which is in the earmarked reserves. 

 

Chris Emms: Item 17.  The Bowling Club would like changes to their lease to allow parking on the Scout 

field. Would like to be able to agree parking directly with the Scouts, this would benefit the club who would 

maintain the field reducing the work for the lengthsmen. This agreement would also benefit the residents 

of Mitten Road by reducing parking. We have no conflict with the Scouts and have their approval for this 

request. The green will be refurbished in September, this being an asset for the village and encouraging 

more visitors to the village. 

 

Hugh Boynton: It is now 9 months since this Council was elected and parishioners felt that maybe the 

newly elected Councillors would be working together to resolve some fairly major issues existing at the 

time. Regretfully, as we all know, this has not happened and a minority group of Open Bembridge 

Councillors have spent the whole time looking at the past and giving no thought at all to the future. As is 

well documented, the BPC has become a laughing stock, culminating regretfully in our hard working and 

respected Marianne Sullivan resigning her position as Chairperson in frustration over the lack of progress 

since last May. I say in frustration but that is probably an understatement of how Marianne really feels as 

she clearly laid out in her letter of resignation. This follows the resignation from the BPC in 2017 of 

Councillor Behan who at the time gave similar reasons to those given by Marianne. There are those in this 

room who should reflect on what has been said by these two respected people and not for the first time I 

urge these Councillors to consider their position as members of the BPC. They are doing little to help 

progress and a great deal to hinder it and one is left wondering on their motives for such actions.    

 

We all know that 5/7 High Street is the big divisive issue but at the last Finance and Assets meeting 10 

options were put forward for consideration and discussion in the hope of agreeing and resolving a way 

forward with this problem. Regretfully, the 5 attending Open Bembridge Councillors staged a publicity 

walkout, leaving behind petty excuses for their behaviour and an inability for those remaining to move 

forward with the matter. Now we have, in the public domain via social media, an 11 page document issued 

by Cllr Steane on behalf of Open Bembridge containing 13 complaints/comments, 16 assertions, 12 links to 

the internet and 13 other links/comments about their past treatment and yet (surprise, surprise) no 

proposals of any kind as to other possible ways forward. No counter options or thoughts, just the usual 

diatribe about their past treatment as stated on so may previous occasions. Two EGM’s that had been 

requested by Open Bembridge have now been withdrawn to a later date for reasons unknown, but unlikely 

as ever to be for the benefit of Bembridge. May I therefore respectfully suggest that the BPC now moves 

forward under its new Chairperson and decides without further delay, unnecessary mediation and 

consultation on a way forward with our assets. You were elected to make decisions on behalf of the 

electorate and this decision is long overdue.  

 

Margaret Wills: Appendix A 

 

Paul Richardson: Appendix B 

 

Margaret Gare:  Appendix C 

 

Elizabeth Clarke: Appendix D 

 

John Board: At a previous meeting Gill Rogers asked me to read out an email from March 2017 detailing 

previous reserves the PC held for the Village Hall and 5/7 High Street, but the reserves were felt too high 

and used for other projects. £10,000 was in an earmarked fund for 5/7 High Street toilets refurbishment 

but then transferred to sinking fund. When reviewed short and medium works on 5/7 needed £30,000 

which was available, why not sorted? 



 

 

Clerk: We currently have £30,000 in earmarked reserves for 5/7 High Street roof and £30,000 for Village 

Hall roof. £10,000 was raised in 2013/14 for the High Street toilet refurbishment, was never an earmarked 

fund, however was unspent and therefore became general reserves.  

 

Justin Gentleman: Clerk has advised Mr Gentleman that all complaints regarding Councillors go via the Isle 

of Wight Council   Appendix E 

 

Geoff Green: I wanted to register that I am both relieved and pleased that you have finally agreed to 

mediation. As you know from my previous comments to you all, I believe this to be essential in order to 

provide the Village with a working Parish Council rather than one which is constantly at loggerheads with 

itself. I really do hope that you all will embrace and support the process 100% in order to move forward in 

a positive manner. I wish you all every success with the mediation and for a good meeting this evening.  

 

4. 24/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

To receive apologies for absence  

Approved apologies received from Cllr Reeder. Non-attendance by Cllr Millington. 

 

5. 25/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

25/18/01 To receive declarations of pecuniary or other interests relating to items on the agenda 

Cllr Curtis declared a pecuniary interest in item 13.2 

Cllr Steane declared a personal interest in item 13.4 

Cllr Weaver declared a personal interest in item 13.1 

 

25/18/02 To consider requests and grant dispensations if appropriate 

None Received  

 

6. 26/18 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

To receive for approval amended minutes of the Council meeting held on 16
th

 January and Extraordinary 

Meeting held on 13
th

 February 2018 

RESOLVED: Approved amended minutes of the Council meeting held on 16
th

 January and Extraordinary 

Meeting held on 13
th

 February 2018 

 

7. 27/18 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

To note minutes of Planning Committee Meeting held on 16
th 

January and 6
th

 February 2018 

This does not need to be an agenda item, as minutes are agreed by Planning Committee with delegated 

powers. 

RESOLVED: Noted minutes of Planning Committee Meeting held on 16
th 

January and 6
th

 February 2018 

RESOLVED: Agreed to no longer include on Full Council Agenda 
 

8. 28/18 FINANCE 

28/18/01 To approve bank reconciliation and cash balances to 15
th 

February 2018 

RESOLVED: Approved bank reconciliation and cash balances to 15
th 

February 2018 

Appendix F 

28/18/02 To approve schedule of payments to 15
th

 February 2018 

RESOLVED: Approved schedule of payments to 15
th

 February 2018 
 

9. 29/18 REPORTS 

 To receive the following reports: 

Reports do not need to be included on the agenda unless there are issues that need to be discussed but 

will be uploaded to the website. 

RESOLVED: Agreed to upload onto website and not include on agenda  

29/18/01 Hampshire Association of Local Councils  

Cllr Steane – Not been notified of any meeting or information received.  

 

29/18/02 Village Hall Management Committee 



 

 

Cllr Weaver -  All OK.  Have agreed to install WIFI in the building and will find out costs. 

   

29/18/03 Bembridge Youth & Community Centre Management Committee 

Cllr Weedall – next meeting in March. Have been working on the MUGA grant funding 

  

29/18/04 Village Partnership (plus Green Town Steering Group)  

Cllr Weedall – next meeting in March. Items on the agenda to be discussed. 

 

Cllr Donlon – next Village Partnership meeting in March. Nothing else to report at present. 

 

29/18/05 Road Safety & Security Group  

Cllr Stillman – no updates to report.  Next meeting in March  

 

29/18/06 Harbour  

Report from Mr M Thorpe   Appendix G 

 

29/18/07 Police report 

No report 

 

29/18/08 Amey Waste Forum report  

Cllr Sullivan – Appendix H 

 

29/18/09 IW Bus & Rail Users Group 

Cllr Hopkinson-Woolley – Appendix I 

 

29/18/10 Age Friendly/MLAFL 

Cllr Donlon – I have been attending these sessions and attended the latest 4 hour dementia session which 

was very productive. 2 books are available in the office for more information. 

 

29/18/11 Isle of Wight Councillors reports 

IW Cllr B Tyndall - the budget has been the major topic, with the Government throwing a spanner in the 

works by announcing a further 1% pay increase which now has to be found in the budget.  The IWC will be 

taking over Sandown Bay school but have no further information at present. 

  

29/18/12 Clerk’s report 

Appendix J 

 

Reports do not need to appear on an agenda and written reports can be displayed on the website. The 

Clerks report would become more important as it would include officer’s delegated decisions.  

 

10. 30/18 COUNCILLOR APPOINTMENTS 

30/18/01 To appoint one Councillor to Planning Committee 

RESOLVED: Appoint Cllr Fagan to the Planning Committee 

 

30/18/02 To appoint one Councillor as Harbour representative 

Complaint received that Cllr T Millington is not attending the meetings therefore an additional 

representative is required.  

RESOLVED: Appoint Cllr Curtis as Harbour representative 

 

11. 31/18 TRAINING 

31/18/01 To agree Code of Conduct Training 14
th

 March 5.30pm Riverside Centre £50 per delegate 

The request for an individual Councillor to attend goes against the training policy. Code of conduct training 

should be offered by IWC for all Parish & Town Councils not just IWALC members. Endavour to get Code of 

Conduct Training delivered for non IWALC member Councils. Original training budget £600 spend to date 

£1192.  



 

 

RESOLVED: Review Training Budget for 2018/19 and ensure Code of Conduct Training is included for all 

Councillors  

9 in favour   1 abstention 

 

31/18/02 To agree Hampshire ALC conference 21
st

 March £75.00 plus associated travel costs 

The clerk has attended for the past 6 years as it was felt more beneficial to the council rather than the 

representative attending. Motion: Proposal for Cllr A Steane to attend.  

2 in favour 7 against 1 abstention. Proposal failed.  

RESOLVED: Agreed for the Clerk to attend the Hampshire ALC conference 21
st

 March £75.00 plus 

associated travel costs 

7 in favour   2 against   1 abstention 

 

12.   32/18 SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 32/18/01 To agree Brightpay 18/19 subscription £99.00 (Payroll Software) 

RESOLVED: Agreed Brightpay 18/19 subscription £99.00 (Payroll Software) 

9 in favour   1 abstention 

  

32/18/02 To agree to renew Scribe Licenses 1
st

 March 2018 £693.00 (Finance Software) 

RESOLVED: Agreed to renew Scribe Licenses 1
st

 March 2018 £693.00 (Finance Software) 

9 in favour   1 abstention 

 

32/18/03 To ratify subscription to HALC LCPD service £180.00 (HR Support) 

Should this be a pro-rata amount to coincide with the membership? Clerk to check with HALC.  

However if it is not agree the payment as the service is invaluable.   

RESOLVED: Agreed to ratify subscription to HALC LCPD service £180.00 (HR Support) 

9 in favour   1 abstention 

 

32/18/04 To agree IW Bus & Rail Users group subscription £5.00 

RESOLVED: Agreed IW Bus & Rail Users group subscription £5.00 

9 in favour   1 abstention 

 

13. 33/18 MAINTENANCE WORKS 

Maintenance works of up to a set value should be delegated to the clerk unless contentious items.  

33/18/01 To agree cemetery spoil removal hire of digger, tipping charge and diesel cost  

RESOLVED: Agreed cemetery spoil removal hire of digger, tipping charge and diesel cost 

9 in favour    Cllr Weaver abstained    

 

33/18/02 To note report of 7 High St ceiling; agree payment for inspection by Steve O’Keefe and consider 

future works for the other 2 sections of ceiling 

Would like to thank the office and lengthsmen for the speedy response and works carried out. 

RESOLVED: Agreed payment for inspection by Steve O’Keefe 

RESOLVED: Monitor ceiling for any future works 

9 in favour    Cllr Curtis abstained 

33/18/03 To consider electric test quotes and appoint contractor  

RESOLVED: Agreed to appoint Island Facility Services to carry out electric tests 

9 in favour    1 abstention 

 

33/18/04 To agree replacement fence on the boundary of the Village Hall and the Farm Shop 

A 6ft fence is too high therefore a 4ft fence more fitting within the area.  

RESOLVED: Agreed to replacement fence on the boundary of the Village Hall and the Farm Shop 

9 in favour   Cllr Steane abstained 

 

14. 34/18 GREEN TOWNS STEERING GROUP            

34/18/01 To agree to apply for East Wight Landscape Partnership (EWLP) funding for the Wave Sculpture 

This is an expression of interest. A full application form is required.  



 

 

RESOLVED: Agreed to apply for East Wight Landscape Partnership (EWLP) funding for the Wave Sculpture 

 

34/18/02 To agree contractor for the War Memorial Restoration  

RESOLVED: Agreed to appoint Russell Page as contractor for the War Memorial Restoration 

 

34/18/03 To consider tree proposal liability, maintenance, costs and risks 

RESOLVED: Agreed tree proposal received, details to be included in Tree policy and brought back for 

approval  

 

15.  35/18 EVENTS 

 Events should be delegated to the clerk unless contentious items.  

35/18/01 To agree Public Information Session on 27
th

 February 2018 14.30-20.00 Village Hall  

This is to be an information event and not a lobbying event. Facts will be provided. 

Motion: To delay Public Information Session for a month 

2 in favour   1 abstention   7 against. Proposal failed.  

RESOLVED: Agreed to Public Information Session on 27
th

 February 2018 14.30-20.00 Village Hall  

8 in favour   2 against 

 

35/18/02 To agree Armed Forces Flag Raising Tuesday 26
th

 June 2018 10.00am War Memorial Gardens  

RESOLVED: Agreed Armed Forces Flag Raising Tuesday 26
th

 June 2018 10.00am War Memorial Gardens  

 

35/18/03 To reconsider financial contribution to the Isle of Wight Armed Forces Day  

As Bembridge is unable to deliver its own event and returns to a flag raising only this request is 

reconsidered.  

RESOLVED: Agreed financial contribution of £50 to the Isle of Wight Armed Forces Day 

 

35/18/04 To agree the Community Awards due June 2018 

RESOLVED: Agreed the Community Awards due June 2018 

 

16.  36/18 CONSULTATIONS 

 Consultation responses should be delegated to the clerk unless contentious items.  

 

36/18/01 To ratify consultation response for Natural England Coastal Path  

RESOLVED: Ratified consultation response for Natural England Coastal Path 

 

36/18/02 To agree consultation response for IWC ROW improvement plan deadline 23
rd

 February 

RESOLVED: Agreed consultation response for IWC ROW improvement plan deadline 23
rd

 February 

 

36/18/03 To ratify consultation response NALC review of Park Homes legislation 

RESOLVED: Ratified consultation response NALC review of Park Homes legislation 

 

36/18/04 To consider BB40 public footpath diversion order comments no later than 9
th

 March   

Would recommend a meeting between both parties to discuss a compromise and Keith Fagan and Sheila 

Weedall would be happy to mediate. Solution could be a path below the hut’s garden and straight along to 

the wooden steps with gates at each end with notices asking for dogs to be kept on leads. 

RESOLVED: Agreed to resubmit original comments   

 

17.   37/18 USE OF PARISH LAND 

 Use of Parish Land should be delegated to the Clerk unless contentious item 

 

37/18/01 To consider Bowling Club parking request  

A deed of variation would be required to remove section 5.6. Fees would be sought from the Bowling Club. 

The reason it was included is to protect the parties. If the existing trustees of both organisations change it 

may be required. Concerns were expressed regarding the mixture of cars and children and the need for 

ground reinstatement if required.  



 

 

RESOLVED: Agreed to trial the Bowling Club parking request for 12 months and then review 

 

37/18/02 To approve Bembridge Summer Festival Steyne Park 30
th

 June 2018 

RESOLVED: Approved Bembridge Summer Festival Steyne Park 30
th

 June 2018 

 

37/18/03 To approve Festival of Sport Steyne Park 8
th

 July 2018 

RESOLVED: Approved Festival of Sport Steyne Park 8
th

 July 2018 

 

37/18/04 To approve Football Tournament at Steyne Park 5
th

 August 2018  

RESOLVED: Approved Football Tournament at Steyne Park 5
th

 August 2018 

 

37/18/05 To agree Steyne Park and Steyne Park car park to be used as a car parking facility for the park and 

ride community bus for the Bembridge Street Fair on 28
th

 May 2018 

If the weather is poor it won’t be available or ground reinstatement required.  

RESOLVED: Agreed Steyne Park and Steyne Park car park to be used as a car parking facility for the park 

and ride community bus for the Bembridge Street Fair on 28
th

 May 2018 

 

37/18/06 To grant permission for the Street Fair to use War Memorial Gardens on Monday 28
th

 May 2018 

RESOLVED: Granted permission for the Street Fair to use War Memorial Gardens on Monday 28
th

 May 2018 

 

 

18.  38/18 DOG BIN 

To agree to the proposal from Bembridge Harbour Authority to refund cost of £250pa to Bembridge 

Harbour for weekly collection of another dog bin  

Litter bins can now be used for dog waste.  

RESOLVED: Refused the proposal from Bembridge Harbour Authority to refund cost of £250pa to 

Bembridge Harbour for weekly collection of another dog bin 

 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

Full Council 20
th

 March 2018, 7.00pm in the Village Hall 

 

Meeting closed: 8.55pm 

 

Signed:…………………………………………………..Date:………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 


