
 

 

             
Minutes of Bembridge Parish Council Meeting held  

at 7.00pm on 20
th

 March 2018 in The Village Hall, Bembridge 

 
PRESENT: Cllr K Fagan (Chairman), Cllr M Donlon, Cllr S Weedall, Cllr M Sullivan, Cllr Cllr R Weaver, Cllr M 

Curtis, Cllr R Widger, Cllr G Stillman, Cllr M Reeder, Cllr A Steane, Cllr T Millington, Mrs E Goldring (Clerk) 

and Mrs J McDade (Assistant Clerk)  PUBLIC: IW Cllr M Murwill and 26 members of the public 

 

PUBLIC FORUM  

Mark Champken - Currently on Right move there are 64 properties for sale. Half have 4 or more 

bedrooms or executive 3 Beds, a third are 1 bed retirement properties and currently there are only 4 rental 

properties available in the village. We need to look at what is needed and stop the development of under 9 

executive houses by splitting plots, here are some examples:  Mill Road, Thorneycroft Land Hillway/Steyne 

Road (already under planning) and Swains Road. This should become a priority for Parish Councillors, IOW 

Councillors and the County Press. Look at the development planned in St Helens, we do not have the 

infrastructure as well as too many expensive large houses, where developers and estate agents are getting 

rich to the detriment of the village. 

 

Joanna Lavelle – Welcome Alexander and Margaret Hopkinson-Woolley to the public gallery and think it 

was despicable that he should receive a feather in the post and believe all good intentions on social media 

though no letter from the Parish Council (PC). Disgrace they have not commented. To the Clerk as Financial 

Officer, are you happy with the Parish taking out taking on such a large loan even at 1.75%? Sandown 

getting themselves in trouble. How much will each household have to pay per month? Estimates are never 

correct, always end up more, so when you do it should be at the upper end. Why put the parish council tax 

down with all this expense coming, deliberately getting the council into debt which will mean in the end 

5/7 will have to be sold just wondering if it’s seen in your mind as collateral and you’re not upset as 

Financial Officer? How many times in sub-committees have you mentioned selling 5/7? Turned up to EGM 

expecting a good level of debate. Suspended standing orders to vote it all through, but still chucked Cllr 

Curtis out. Chairman is meant to be satisfied motions are adequately debated, did not allow motions to be 

adequately discussed because of suspended standing orders. Nolan Principle states openness and 

transparency, shouldn’t have suspended standing orders. Don’t expect you all to change your minds but 

would like the explanation. Begged for debate that we don’t have. All staring blankly at the paper waiting 

for the barman to call time.  

Cllr Fagan – actions that ex Cllr Mr Hopkinson-Woolley had with ridiculous white feather and the PC cannot 

comment publicly as this is a live police investigation. Have personally thanked Mr Hopkinson-Woolley for 

his service on the PC.   

Clerk – I have spoken to Mr Hopkinson-Woolley and personally thanked him for his service on the PC. The 

PC has not agreed to take out a loan of 1.78%, still have a number of options to consider and a report is 

being drafted that will come forward to the next Finance & Assets Committee on 1
st

 May, so I wouldn’t 

know how much it would cost per household to furnish the loan but can tell you what those figures would 

be.  

 

PC needs to be sure what it’s doing when its raising the precept that its adequate for the level of service 

provision within the council and they are not overcharging parishioners for options that have not been 

agreed and that’s what the Council felt at that time was prudent to go forward. The PC has reduced its 

precept by £1,000 to £159,000. There is a lot of criticism across the Island for Parishes because their 

precept is going up. National Government over the past 3 years has included consultation within the Local 



 

 

Finance Settlement that referendum principles are extended to us which would mean PC wouldn’t be able 

to raise the precept by a further 2%. This hasn’t been introduced over the past 3 years but they are 

obviously thinking about it and we need to be thinking along those lines.  

 

There is no deliberate not taking out of loans to force the sale of 5/7 High Street at all and I couldn’t tell 

you how many but it has been discussed numerous occasions.  

 

I have also received queries about the Extraordinary Finance & Staffing Committee on 13
th

 February 

minutes via email. The Chairman suspended standing orders to allow the meeting to continue. I believe this 

was a mistake as the Standing Orders allow the meeting to continue for 2 hours. I emailed 3 Councillors 

prior with advice stating that the Extraordinary Committee meeting could continue for up to 2 hours and 

the normal Committee meeting could follow on. The exact words were ‘to allow the meeting to continue’ it 

wasn’t to run roughshod over the meeting to allow decisions to be made.    

 

You said about Mike Curtis being chucked out. Guidance from NALC confirms it is a criminal offence within 

NALC LTN 26.S.31(4) of the 2011 Act, in force on 1 July 2012, provides that if a member or co-opted member 

of the parish council is aware that he/she has a disclosable pecuniary interest on a matter being considered 

at a meeting, he/she is barred from participating in any discussion or voting on it.   Subject to a member or 

co-opted member applying for and being granted a dispensation by the parish council, his/her participation 

in the discussion or voting on a matter in which he/she has a disclosable pecuniary interest is a criminal 

offence under s.34. 

It is the Chairman’s responsibility to ensure the meeting is legal and that is protecting the Councillor.  

Standing orders would be suspended if the meeting requires more than 2 hours.  

 

Spike Hughes – I would like to repeat my request to see the financial risk assessment for the project. You 

have already committed to spending large sums of money on moving the Lengthsmen and the toilets in the 

first part of what you have named the project. Could I please see your financial risk assessment for this 

project? 

 

Alexander Hopkinson-Woolley – The proposals which were not rescinded at the last meeting appear to be 

litter better than gambling with parishioner money in the vague hopes of making a profit from speculative 

property development. Previous council’s forays into such a world cost a great deal of money without any 

return. The present speculations should have been properly examined, before being voted through by a 

finance and staffing advisory group. We did have one, but personal animosity, which has no place in a well-

run council, led to its dissolution. If we had had such an advisory group, with a competent chairman, which 

the previous one did have, we would not have landed in this mess. We need a new finance and staffing 

advisory group as soon as possible and we need urgently, I believe, to give up the idea of gambling with 

parishioner money. We should go back to the ten year plan which had been previously adopted, which all 

this nonsense has replaced, and ensure that we do not find ourselves in the same plight as Sandown and 

Northamptonshire. It is obvious that in straitened circumstances, we should embark on the minimum 

expense necessary so long as the work is good. Repairing two roofs and refurbishing one public 

convenience as a modern multi-purpose one is much less demanding than converting one into office space 

and then building a new one on the Village Hall site and having to alter the kitchen at the same time. All 

this nonsense of employing property managers and consultants looks like grandiose self-advertisement on 

the part of those who dreamt all this up. 

    

1. 39/18 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There is a notice of councillor vacancy, sorry it is not very clear on the website, we are working on it.  

Was honoured to raise the flag for the Commonwealth Day in the War Memorial Gardens on 12
th

 March.  

The Community Awards are being held in June, everyone knows someone in the village that deserves 

nominating, forms available. Glad to say Church Road roadworks will be complete in 4-6 weeks. 

 

2. 40/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

To receive apologies for absence 

All present  



 

 

 

3. 41/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

41/18/01 To receive declarations of pecuniary or other interests relating to items on the agenda 

Cllr Weaver declared a pecuniary interest in items 7, 45/18/3 and 45/18/04 

Cllr Curtis declared a pecuniary interest in item 7, 45/18/06 

41/18/02 To consider requests and grant dispensations if appropriate 

None received 

 

4. 42/18 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

To receive for approval amended minutes of the Council meeting held on 20
th

 February 2018 

RESOLVED: Approved minutes of the Council meeting held on 20
th

 February 2018 and duly signed by the 

Chairman 

8 in favour   3 abstentions   

 

5. 43/18 FINANCE 

43/18/01 To approve bank reconciliation and cash balances to 15
th 

March 2018 

RESOLVED: Approved bank reconciliation and cash balances to 15
th

 March 2018 

10 in favour   1 abstention 

APPENDIX A 

  

43/18/02 To approve schedule of payments to 15
th

 March 2018 

RESOLVED: Approved schedule of payments to 15
th

 March 2018 

10 in favour   1 abstention 
 

6. 44/18 POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

44/18/01 To agree additions to the Standing Orders 26  

RESOLVED: Approved additions to the Standing Orders 26 

8 in favour    1 against   2 abstentions 

 

44/18/02 To receive the Clerks report and confirm delegated decisions 

An addition to the report sent out is there will be a Police Beat Surgery in the Parish Office starting 5
th

 April 

from 11am to 12pm. 

APPENDIX B 

 

44/18/03 To receive Isle of Wight Councillor/s report 

IW Cllr Murwill – budget setting was very tough and difficult decisions had to be made to balance the 

budget as we don’t want to end up like Northamptonshire. Sandown School will be a through school from 

September and both the governors and staff are happy. The fire service is having talks of possible 

amalgamation with Hampshire, but more high level information is required and consultations with fire 

fighters and the public. Most British Spring Cleans were cancelled due to the weather though St Helens 

went ahead on the Sunday. The IWC will still support and promote any re-scheduled events. Trying to get 

all the plastic free action groups together as well as talking to businesses and the festivals. 

  

44/18/04 To agree Council Process, Managing Employees and Bullying and Harassment Training  

cost £4-500 (Budget £1000 Spend to date £1192.40) 

RESOLVED: Agreed to go with HALC for Council Process, Managing Employees and Bullying and Harassment 

Training in the new financial year. 

10 in favour    1 abstention  

 

44/18/05 To agree to implement a Data Protection policy, to conduct an information audit, to draft privacy 

notices, subject to access request forms, consent forms, appoint a Data Protection Officer (DPO) and agree 

training for DPO cost £30 (Budget £1000 spend to date £1192.40)  

Defer appointment of DPO until clearer advice has been received. Do not underestimate the staff time 

required to implement GDPR.  



 

 

RESOLVED: Agreed to implement a Data Protection policy, to conduct an information audit, to draft privacy 

notices, subject to access request forms, consent forms and agree training for DPO cost £30 

All in favour 

RESOLVED: Agreed to defer appointing a Data Protection Officer (DPO) 

All in favour 

 

44/18/06 To agree terms of reference for Staffing Committee 

RESOLVED: Agreed terms of reference for Staffing Committee 

10 in favour   1 against 

 

44/18/07 To appoint Councillors to the Staffing Committee 

Cllr Steane – 4 in favour   7 against 

Cllr Reeder – 4 in favour   7 against 

Cllr Weedall – 10 in favour   1 abstention 

Cllr Donlon – 7 in favour   3 against   1 abstention 

Cllr Stillman – 7 in favour   2 against   2 abstentions 

Cllr Weaver – 7 in favour   2 against   2 abstentions  

RESOLVED: Cllr Weedall, Cllr Donlon, Cllr Stillman and Cllr Weaver appointed to the Staffing Committee 

with the Chairman as ex offio. 

  

44/18/08 To approve Local Council Ethical Standards consultation response deadline 18
th

 May  

RESOLVED: Approved the Local Council Ethical Standards consultation response deadline 18
th

 May 

7 in favour   1 abstention   3 against 

 

44/18/09 To discuss the response rate of the Housing Needs Survey and agree acceptable margin of error 

RESOLVED: Agreed to extend the response time for an extra month with a minimum return of 325 with 5% 

margin of error. 

 

7. 45/18 PROPERTY 

45/18/01 To agree roof inspection for Lane End Toilets to comply with insurance policy condition (Budget 

£1000 spend to date £674)  

RESOLVED: Agreed roof inspection for Lane End Toilets to comply with insurance policy condition 

8 in favour   1 abstention   2 against 

 

45/18/02 To consider locking the public toilets at night  

RESOLVED: Agreed to carry on locking the public toilets at 8pm every night until and review at the next 

meeting. 

 

Cllr Weaver left the hall 

45/18/03 To consider St Luke’s Churchyard closure order and transfer request 

RESOLVED: Agreed to defer the St Luke’s Churchyard closure order and transfer request until the IWC have 

carried out their inspection and reported back 

All in favour 

 

45/18/04 Does the Council have any objections to the closure of the burial ground, on the grounds given 

above at B1: Yes or No? 

RESOLVED: Agreed to defer until the IWC have carried out their inspection and reported back 

All in favour 

Cllr Weaver returned 

 

45/18/05 To agree upgrade or replacement of CCTV system at Steyne Park (Budget £700 spend to date £0) 

RESOLVED: Agreed to defer for further comparable quotes on a replacement system. 

All in favour 

  

Cllr Curtis left the hall 



 

 

45/18/06 To agree 5/7 High Street landlords inspection quotes to inform the lease renewal process 

(Budget £1000 spend to date £674) 

RESOLVED: Agreed to 5/7 High Street landlords inspection quotes to inform the lease renewal process 

9 in favour   1 abstention 

Cllr Curtis returned  

 

8.   46/17 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

To resolve that in accordance with s.1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the press 

and public will be excluded from the following item, having due regard to the confidential nature of the 

business to be transacted 

RESOLVED: Agreed that in accordance with s.1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, 

the press and public will be excluded from the following item, having due regard to the confidential nature 

of the business to be transacted 

7 in favour   1 abstention   2 against 

 

9. 47/17 STAFFING 

  

10.  48/17 COUNCILLOR DISCIPLINE 

 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING   

Confirmed Full Council 17
th

 April 2018, 7.00pm in the main hall, Bembridge Youth & Community Centre 

 

Meeting closed: 9.15pm 

 

Signed: ……………………………………….. Meeting:……………………………………….. 


