
 

 

Bembridge Parish Council – Monthly Advisory Notes.   14/03/2018 

 

 

Overview: 

 

At long last we are coming out of our annual winter hibernation mode – the last few weeks left to 

complete laying the mid-Harbour buoys and pontoons – finish off some pontoon maintenance 

work - our staff have caught up on their annual leave – and quite honestly, we cannot wait for the 

season to begin at the Easter weekend. 

 

The Harbour is in fine fettle throughout. 

 

We have again have secured a huge response for annual berths – both the marina and Selwyn 

pontoon are fully allocated, both Fishermans and the Duver still have a few spaces left and we still 

have some capacity on our mid-Harbour buoys. 

 

Visitors: 

 

Our programme of evening talks to mainland clubs and associations have been well received this 

winter and we already have some bookings for next autumn with organisations that do not 

currently frequent the Harbour on a regular basis. 

 

Harbour Nominated Charity: 

 

In 2017 we chose the Kissy Puppy charity as our nominated annual charity to support, especially at 

our 3 events held during the summer. Although the weather for two of the events could have 

been better, we still managed to donate the sum of £4,321 to this Island based charity. 

 

We have decided to continue our support for the same charity for 2018. 

 

Harbour Events: 

 

We have 3 x main events again, all supporting our nominated charity: 

 

 Jazz on The Quay weekend 16/17
th

 June 

 

 Family Fun Weekend  27/29
th

 July 

 

 Oktoberfest Weekend  22/23
rd

 September. 

 

Everyone is welcome and full details will be available on our website. 

 

Marquee and BBQ hire: 

 

Originally these have been allocated for visiting rallies and can hold up to 80+ people – their use is 

now being made available both to hire for individual yachts and local community gatherings. Their 



location is second to none overlooking the Harbour, have full facilities and car parking. Please 

enquire at the Harbour Office. 

 

 

Regeneration Planning Application: 

 

We have now achieved the second resolution to grant planning approval to our original planning 

application – the same design and details as from the outset four years ago. 

 

We are now agreeing the S106 planning agreement that we hope will then enable us to 

commence our new admin and facilities complex construction in late September. 

 

Houseboats: 

 

We are optimistic that our application for the Lawful Development Certificate will be ratified in the 

near future as the first of a two phase planning process. 

 

This will then allow the second phase planning application that will include the Harbour supplying 

and installing individual sewage treatment systems into each houseboat free of charge that is not 

so equipped at present and stop raw sewage being pumped into the Harbour.  

 

This will be a huge benefit to all harbour users. 

 

Bembridge Point Groyne: 

 

Together with BHUG we are moving forwards with plans to rebuild the Bembridge Point Groyne; 

their money raising efforts have been initially well supported by the local community. 

 

A specialist engineer has been appointed to bring all the detailed design and construction matters 

together that will enable a construction tender process to be commenced. 

 

Harbour Investment: 

 

Our financial investment into Harbour matters continues and we are desperate to start work on 

our new complex and other facilities this autumn; as I have said before it is interesting to note that 

all Solent based harbours and marinas are also constantly investing in new customers’ facilities –  

we need to keep updated at all times so as not to lose out to our competition and the high 

standards they are providing and not to slip behind them and lose the momentum we have 

worked so very hard in re-establishing the Harbour. 

 

 

Malcolm Thorpe 

 


