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Bembridge Harbour Authority 
Harbour Office 
The Duver St Helens 
Isle of Wight PO33 1YB 
 
Dear Malcolm 
 
The Bembridge Point Groyne 
 
The BHT Trustees have reviewed the Bembridge Point Groyne project. We are 100% committed to seeing its 
successful achievement, this accords with several written undertakings we have recently given. 
 
BHUG (of which many BHT Trustees are supportive members) has taken the initiative, through hard work by Robin 
Powell and Michael MacInnes in particular, to help users of the Harbour in seeking to prevent further seaborne 
siltation of Bembridge Harbour by taking practical steps to restore the groyne at the Point. This structure is considered 
by the experts they have consulted to make a vital contribution to limiting further siltation. 
 
BHIC is responsible for maintenance of the Statutory Harbour Area. As director you are on record as being 
unconvinced of the efficacy of the Groyne and did not support its restoration until quite recently. We understand you 
are now convinced of the need for the Groyne and generally supportive of the BHUG initiative. BHT feel this is most 
important as without supporting this how would the Statutory Harbour Authority prevent further seaborne siltation of 
the Harbour? 
 
BHT are concerned that you had previously stated that you will not progress the Groyne project, except after planning 
consents for unrelated matters are achieved to your satisfaction. We read in the correspondence on the planning files 
file and elsewhere that you do not expect any profits produced from either matter to come into BHIC. As such, and as 
BHUG expect to raise [major] funding, can you confirm there is no longer any such condition for your support. 
 
BHT are also concerned that BHIC is holding back on practical progress subject to an insistence on personal 
undertakings from individual Trustees to bind the Trust. BHT Trustees are advised that as a Registered Charitable 
Trust, the formal statements already made on behalf of the Trust by one officer (Trustee) of the company (Trust) has 
the full effect of binding the company (Trust), Therefore the statements of support already made including those of the 
4th Dec and 2nd March can be relied upon. BHT believe this should meet your needs.  
 
BHT would welcome the unconditional commitment of BHIC, the Statutory Harbour Authority, to the project. It is clear 
that the main beneficiary of this initiative is BHIC helping BHIC meet its statutory obligations. The BHUG project will 
practically, physically and financially help BHIC meet these obligations. For their part BHT openly, fully and actively 
support the legitimate objectives of, and will not hinder completion of, the BHUG project. 
 
BHT wish to see this stand-alone project progress with BHUG and BHIC taking the next steps to start the project 
moving by cooperating and working together to achieve a repaired groyne which is something all those interested in 
the Harbour want to see. 
 
BHT Trustees hope BHIC can confirm it is in accord. 
 
Regards,  
 
 
Jeremy Gully as Chair Bembridge Harbour Trust 
 

CC: Robin Powell – BHUG and Christopher Bland 
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