
RE: 47 Egerton Road Bembridge (Ref C139) 

 

I have investigated the issues with the Cabinet member responsible and received the following 

update: 

 

1) Bembridge Station and Staffing 

 

Bembridge has an establishment of 11 retained (on-call) personnel, but currently only has 6. There 

has been no active recruitment by the Isle of Wight Fire and Rescue Service (IWFRS) in Bembridge 

for the last 12 months because of the possible results of the proposals from the Service Review; as 

there was a possibility that the Bembridge station might have been closed.  

 

The future of the station within the current Integrated Risk Management Plan (IRMP) is secure and 

the IWFRS will start to recruit retained staff. Any support from the Parish Council and other local 

groups would be gratefully received. 

 

To address this, the IWFRS are not only trying to recruit more firefighters at Bembridge, but also to 

look at ways the three people who were available could have been used. Modern equipment and 

vehicles used by most Service’s would enable 3 (or even 2) people to mobilise to an incident where 

they can start meaningful activity. 

 

2) Evening of the fire at 47 Egerton Road, Bembridge 

 

On the evening of the fire there were 4 Bembridge retained firefighters on duty, but unfortunately 

one of them was unavailable - meaning the appliance couldn’t respond. But the Bembridge 

firefighters who were available did go and help.  

 

IWFRS received twenty-one 999 calls about the fire and dispatched Sandown and Ryde, both at 

21:33. Sandown arrived on scene at 21:47 and Ryde the minute after. 

 

With regard to why the fire hydrant was not used, that was outside your neighbour’s house, I am 

continuing my investigation and will revert back to you asap. 

 

If there is anything that I can do for you and your family, please do not hesitate to ask and I will do 

my best. 

 

3) Other 

 

Also, I have been in contact with the Council Revenue officers concerning the council tax for the 

property and have updated Mr. and Mrs. Reed about this and the above information. 

 

Regards 

 

Councillor Michael Murwill 

Executive Member for Procurement, Waste Management, Special Projects & Forward Planning 

Member for Brading, St Helens and Bembridge E mail: Michael.murwill@iow.gov.uk  

 


