
   

Minutes of Annual Meeting of Bembridge Parish held on 

Tuesday 29
th

 May 2018 in the Bembridge Village Hall  

Present:  Cllr K Fagan (Chairman), Mrs J McDade (Assistant Clerk), IW Cllr M Murwill, Mr M 

Samuelson and Mr M Batin     Public:  55 

 

1. Apologies 

 No apologies received  

 

2. Public Questions 

Resident: Why is the PC selling 5/7 High Street?  Why were the public not consulted? 

Chairman: Questions to the Parish Council need to be made at Full Council as I cannot answer for the 

Council 

 

Resident: there was a 1300 signed petition to save 5/7, believe it is deplorable that it is now being sold.  

Deplore the Councillors who were elected to save 5/7 but have changed their agenda.  Who else here 

believed these are 2 deplorable cases?   17 people voted 

 

Resident: there should be a correction as we were asked to sign petition to save the fish shop, 5/7 High 

Street was not mentioned. 

 

Resident: petition stated protecting fish shop and 5/7 High Street. 

 

Resident: was approached twice to sign petition very forcefully, so I believe lots of people signed to be 

neighbourly or out of good manners. 

 

Resident: the PC agreed to sell 5/7 and for it to go to auction without thought.  We the undersigned 

demand a parish poll, the poll should read ‘Do you want Bembridge Parish Council to sell 5/7 High Street 

(the building that houses Captain Stan’s Fish Shop)   Yes or No    12 signatures: Lucy Watson, Carol 

McMillan, David Long, Jackie Follett, Rosalind Henley, Jill Smart, Madeleine Reeder, Margaret Poulter, 

Joanna Lavell, Heather Long, Alasdair Steane, Alexander Hopkinson-Woolley   

 

Resident: a parish poll is a rerun of the petition, which mislead residents.  10 new Councillors were 

subsequently elected; some of whom once examining the facts decided selling the building was the 

correct decision.   This subject has been beaten to death over the past 18 months, with more thought to 

tenants than Bembridge residents.   A parish poll will cost approx. £3,000 and is not legally binding on the 

Parish Council but will reduce the parish finances. 

 

Resident:  5/7 being sold is a done thing but why move the toilets to the Village Hall.  Not enough space 

and will reduce the size of the kitchen, so there will be no room to move in there.  Should leave the 

toilets where they are and maintain.   Will cost more to move to the VH and ruin the hall. 

 

Resident: the Village Hall Management Committee have approved the changes and the toilet will be a 

modern disabled user facility.       

 

Resident: why have the Council not already spent money on the upkeep through the years? 

 

Resident: not an appropriate meeting to have a slanging match.  Please read the papers provided and 

listen to the arguments.  On facts there have been many meetings discussing 5/7 and maintenance.  If 

money was to be ring fenced for the maintenance of 5/7 there would be no money for the other parish 



assets such as the Village Hall, which needs money spending on it.   The poll suggested gives no room for 

debate on the subject.   Don’t want to sell building but it is the right decision financially. 

 

Resident: request that next year’s meeting of residents should include thanks to the unsung heroes of 

the Village, who should be invited to attend the celebration. 

 

Resident: quality of life in the village, please could we stop cars parking on the double yellow lines 

blocking the tiny pavements and causing problems for those in wheelchairs and with prams. 

 

Resident:  corner of Egerton Road and Lane End Road has no pavement and there have been a number of 

close shaves with pedestrians and cars.   Can we ask for maybe lines to be painted on the corner as a 

warning? 

 

Resident: a poll has been demanded, could cost £3,000 and is not legally binding?  We’ve had 12 months 

of debating so unlikely to change minds, so surely this is a waste of time and money? 

 

Resident:  parish poll will confirm what resident’s want, so help both sides. 

 

Resident: confirm that the poll will cost the parish, but could potentially save money.   Guidance states 

that poll result is not binding but Council would be foolish to ignore.  The scale of the petition in 10days 

shows what the community thinks.  Hope village gets out and votes, and there is a good turnout.   There 

were no options available at the Consultation Day, and Information Day decision had already been taken.  

No consultation with residents or some Councillors.   Why are we doing this? 

 

Resident:  there were 3 public consultation days in 2016 and user group meeting, where plans and 

opinions were on show, so saying there was no consultations is nonsense.  Captain Stan’s should not be 

on the question, it is about the building. 

 

Resident: waste of money moving the lengthsmen and toilets, there is nothing wrong with the Nissan 

hut. 

 

Chairman: we can vote on the wording of the poll. 

 

Resident: suggest we vote on removing Captain Stans name from the question. 

 

Resident: should add to the question ‘and make good the Village Hall’.  

 

Resident: and who wants the toilets moved to the Village Hall?  Could then ask people to help raise 

money for the Village Hall roof. 

 

Resident:  what is the biggest asset in the Village?  the Village Hall is the main community asset with 5/7 

being less so. 

 

Resident:  shouldn’t change question and believe 5/7 is bigger asset than Village Hall. 

 

Resident:  if that is so shouldn’t we be having meetings in Capt Stan’s? 

 

Resident: is it equality talking about ‘Men in Sheds’? 

 

Resident: lack of consultation which is very important.  Should not have dissolved the Finance and 

Staffing committee, as proper discussion cannot take place at Full Council and smaller group could 

discuss and make recommendations/give advice to Full Council. 

 

Should wording be:   

1. Do you want Bembridge Parish Council to sell 5/7 High Street (the building that houses Captain Stan’s 

Fish Shop)   Yes or No     21 in favour     

2. Do you want Bembridge Parish Council to sell 5/7 High Street    Yes or No        23 in favour 

 



RESOLVED: Parish Poll to read ‘Do you want Bembridge Parish Council to sell 5/7 High Street    Yes or No’ 

               

Resident: shouted that it was a ‘fix’ 

 

Resident: is there any more information regarding the fire from the last meeting? 

Chairman: Cllr Outlaw has been in touch and we are working with him to arrange a meeting with the 

family, PC, ward Councillors, IW Fire Service and Cabinet Member.  The family have been informed. 

 

Resident: 5/7 is an asset with a good income, without which how will the mortgage on the Parish Office 

be paid? 

 

Resident: Men in Sheds is historically from Australia with the name being used by Age UK.  We are 

discussing changing name to Bembridge Shed which will be open to all. 

 

Resident: concerns about blocked roads around Meadow Drive, with the Community Bus having trouble 

getting through.   Problems getting out of the Inver House exit as cars park either side and you cannot 

see the traffic. 

 

Resident:  TROs outstanding should be addressed soon.  Another village walk will take place this year. 

 

Resident: I would like to thank all those that helped make Monday’s Street Fair so wonderful.  I’m so 

proud of Bembridge.  So many happy faces and the Church flowers were fabulous. 

 

Resident: we will be holding the local Community Awards next month, this is a bi-annual event and you 

still have time to put forward anyone who’s worthy. 

 

Resident: should be a mix of people on sub committees, need to consider.  Parliament has a mix of all 

parties.  Sad some moved over.   Why move toilets to the Village Hall, which I’ve been told does not have 

enough toilets and there is always queuing?     

 

3. To Approve Minutes of 23rd May 2017  Annual Meeting  

RESOLVED: Approved minutes of the 23
rd

 May 2017 Annual Meeting and duly signed by the Chairman 

 

4. Annual Report Review 2017/18 - by Chairman of Bembridge Parish Council 

Having been elected as Chairman on the 20
th

 February 2018 I have do not have a full 12 month calendar 

of events behind me. I would like to thank Councillor Sullivan the outgoing Chair for all her hard work 

during what I would describe as a very difficult time. 

After my election as Chair I felt duty bound to examine the process and function of Bembridge Parish 

Council and I am pleased to report that behind the headlines Your/Our Council is fit and well and 

delivering services on a daily basis. 

It would be remiss of me not to make reference to the difficulties your council has faced over the last 12 

months with some difficult decisions being made. I take this opportunity to confirm that any decision 

made by this council will and always will be based on what is best for the community as a whole. 

Moving on I would like to thank the Clerks, the lengthsmen, the various committees and armies of 

volunteers, including the boys of Bembridge football club who took part in a village litter pick at Steyne 

Park. I am sorry if I have missed any one out. I would like to extend our thanks to all the unsung 

volunteers, who work so hard to help maintain our village. 

There are two significant anniversaries in 2018 the first being a celebration of 100 years of the RAF and 

the second being a commemoration of the end of world war 1. I am delighted to have two guest 

speakers. Mike Samuelson and Mark Batin 

 

Annual Parish Review 2017/18 – by Ward Councillor Michael Murwill 

It was a beautiful day in Bembridge yesterday at the Street Fair with visitors from all over the Island and 

the North Island. 

Well, it has been an eventful year so far; within the Cabinet we had some difficult decisions to make to 

ensure a balanced budget. The Full Council set the Council Tax increase at 5.99% (despite inflation set at 

3% and a ring fenced 3% contribution towards Adult Social Care). 



Continuing to attend the parish council meetings gives me the opportunity to review local level issues. 

Since being elected in 2017 I have maintained a log of all resident contacts. A total of 40 out of 180 Island 

residents who raised issues were from Bembridge (88% of 180 received initial contact within 24 hours).  

I have been proud to promote the ‘Great British Spring Clean’ across the Island. The Green Towns group 

have continued to undertake the regular beach cleans and I enjoy attending whenever my diary permits.  

I continue to support the Bembridge Youth and Community Centre in my capacity as Trustee. I arranged 

funding for the football team from Warner Leisure and will be promoting this soon.  

I was not happy with the fire review which was thankfully rejected by the IW Council, there will now be a 

recruitment drive across the Island.   

The Boundary Review is in full swing and it is looking like Bembridge will be its own ward with one 

Councillor, and St Helens and Brading will share a Councillor.  

The Council would have liked to keep the tip at Lynn Bottom open as previous times, but cuts had to be 

made.  Initial problems seem to have subsided and highways issues are being monitored constantly. 

Cllr T Outlaw is the new Cabinet Member for the Fire Service and he is in contact with the Parish Office 

arranging meeting with family, Parish Council and Fire Service. 

 

15 members of the public walked out of the meeting. 

5. Speakers:   

 

Mark Batin on 100 years of the RAF  

WHY AN INDEPENDENT AIR FORCE? 

The Nature of Air Power - Fast, flexible, powerful 

The Application of Air Power - Air Defence, Strategic Offence, Close Air Support, Air Interdiction   
Air Logistics, Air Reconnaissance 

The Nature of Air Power 

The Application of Air Power 

Independence of Thought and Innovation 

Concentration and Cooperation 

MYTH BUSTING 

Dunkirk – ‘… where’s the RAF?..’ 

‘…Over the nine days of Operation Dynamo, the RAF flew 2,739 fighter sorties, 651 bombing raids and 

171 reconnaissance flights. Fighter Command claimed 262 enemy aircraft, losing 106 of their own…’ - 

RAFBF 

• Between the Army and the enemy 

• Lack of forward airfields 

• Lack of early warning 

• Operating at extreme range 

• Kept most of the Luftwaffe away from the beaches 

The Bomber Offensive 

‘… The real importance of the air war consisted in the fact that it opened a second front long before the 

invasion in Europe ... Defence against air attacks required the production of thousands of anti-aircraft 

guns, the stockpiling of tremendous quantities of ammunition all over the country, and holding in 

readiness hundreds of thousands of soldiers, who in addition had to stay in position by their guns, often 

totally inactive, for months at a time ... No one has yet seen that this was the greatest lost battle on the 

German side…’ — Albert Speer (1959) 

• Took the fight to the enemy! 

• Boosted Allied morale 

• Opened the second front demanded by the Soviet Union 

• Inflicted damage on the ability of the enemy to wage war 

• Tied up huge resources in enemy homeland defence –  

• 1,000 Night Fighters and crews, 8,876 88mm FLAK guns, 25,000 20mm/37mm FLAK guns, 90,000 

Combat-fit personnel and 1 million ARP, Firefighting, Rescue, Reconstruction Personnel 

THE FUTURE 

Space, Cyber, Warfare, ‘War on Terror’, ‘Drones’, Counter Insurgency, Innovation 

 



 

Mike Samuelson on WW1 Commemorations  

In 1914 the population of Bembridge was just 1,432 and no less than 251 men and women answered the 

call, of those alas, 43 were killed. 

Jimmy Boyce was the first of the Bembridge boys to lay down his life for King and Country; he was killed 

in France on the 1
st

 November 1914.  Jimmy was married to Mabel and they lived at ‘Beaulieu’ Foreland 

Road.  Jimmy was the team captain of the Bembridge football team before the war. 

Arthur Kempton was the first to be reported as wounded, and when fit again, was sent back to the front 

but again was wounded.  Arthur was sent back for a third time only to be killed. 

Ivan Hector German, Captain Hampshire Isle of Wight Rifles.  Died 1
st

 December 1918 aged 33.  Captain 

German joined the Army on the second day of the war, and served right through the front, winning the 

Military Cross and suffering a severe head wound.  In the last week of the war he was twice ‘over the 

top’ and marvelled to get back alive.  No sooner was the Armistice signed than he was sent to hospital 

with influenza, and sadly died of Spanish Flu. 

Harry P Holbrook, Sergeant 2
nd

 Btn Hants Regiment.  Died 12
th

 August 1918 aged 31.  The Lieutenant of 

his company wrote to break the distressing news of his death during a bombardment; this was the first 

intimation received by the family.  He was killed instantaneously on August 12
th

.  No one knew him 

without loving his bright cheery manner.  A true sportsman on the football field, and one of the first to 

leave his fishing boats and newlywed wife to offer his all in his country’s cause. 

Alban Pittis, L/Cpl, 1st/20th Bn London Regiment.  Died 6th September 1916. 

Joined the Army in 1915 and went to France in 1916.  Severely wounded by a shell burst in February 

1916. After 4 months in hospital he returned to the front and was in the 1st & 2nd Battles of the Somme. 

Mortally wounded in the 2
nd

 battle and died on the battlefield. 

Rupert R M Tabuteau, Lieutenant Coldstream Guards 3
rd

 Btn.  Died 28
th

 March 1918 aged 29.  He was 

killed instantaneously, together with his great friend, while asleep during a spell off duty on the fire-step 

of his trench. 

Victor Tuffley, Acting Captain, 3rd Bn Coldstream Guards. Died 7th September 1918, aged 23. 

With his elder brother, he joined the London Regiment aged 19 as a Private in 1914. Commissioned in 

December 1915 and But by then he was back in the trenches In a letter to his brother he wrote: “I have 

been over the top three times in 30 hours and am the only officer left. My Commanding Officer 

has recommended me for the Military Cross and a Captaincy” remained on active duty until April 1917, 

when he was granted 6 months home leave. Due to an administrative blunder he returned to France (2 

days later a letter from the War Office told him to report to a Depot in England). 

Basil Watney, my great uncle.  Lieutenant, Royal Navy Volunteer Reserve HML 236.  Died 28
th

 October 

1919 in Hungary and is buried at Rakoskeresztur, Hungarian National Cemetery.   He died after the war 

had finished, part of a team of Allies working together in Hungary arranging the movement of war used 

ships.  He died of Spanish Flu having been awarded the DSC.     

At the end of WW1 the people of Bembridge decided that here should be a memorial to honour the men 

who were killed in the war.   The Parish Council formed a Committee and several sites were looked at but 

they fell short of expectations.  Lady Thornycroft came to the rescue and gave a piece of land to the 

village that was the ideal site, on the corner of Church Road.   In 1919 the site housed a shop, 

Woodford’s Butchers and a house, Swiss Cottage.   The shop was moved after much many meetings and 

the house, which was in bad repair pulled down. 

Books are available at the Bembridge Heritage Centre with details of all those that lost their lives in 

Bembridge during the WW1.  

The Chairman thanked Mark and Mike for their informative talks.   Cllr Weedall stated that 2 new 

memorials will shortly be going into the War Memorial Gardens from the Airfields of Britain Conservation 

Trust for the two WW2 Airfields in Bembridge, at the Harbour and Forelands Field. 
 

 

Meeting Closed: 8.45pm 

 

 

Signed:    Dated:  


