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Bembridge Parish Council December 2018 e-
newsletter 
 
 

BEMBRIDGE CHRISTMAS STAR COMPETITION 

Following on from the great success of last year’s Star Competition, Bembridge Village Partnership 
has introduced a new category: Children under-12. 
 
Children can present their stars between 4-5pm on Friday, 14th December at the Village Hall. Or drop 
them into the Parish Office during the morning. They will be given a number and the stars will be 
displayed and judged at the presentation event at 6pm that evening. 
 
The other three categories remain the same as last year: Family Home, Group or Business. Judging 
for these categories will take place on the evening of the 12th December so there is still time to enter 
this community event! However, make sure you have returned your entry form to the Parish Office 
by the deadline of 7th December. Everybody is welcome at the presentation event. Tea and coffee, 
mulled wine, mince pies and star biscuits will be served. Let’s get Bembridge twinkling again this 
Christmas. Good Luck! 

Categories/Prizes: 
Family Home:   1st Prize Christmas Hamper    2nd Prize Chocolate Hamper  
Charity/Group: 1st Prize £100      2nd Prize £50 
Business:   1st Prize half page advert in Annual Report   2nd Prize quarter page advert in Annual Report 
 
THE PRESENTATION WILL BE AT THE VILLAGE HALL AT 6PM ON FRIDAY 14th DECEMBER 2018 
 

ARMISTICE DAY CENTENARY COMMEMORATIONS 
On Sunday 11th November at 10.45am the village played proud host to a 
Remembrance Service at the War Memorial Gardens, Church Road to 
remember the fallen and mark the centenary of Armistice Day, which 
signified the end of the First World War. The service was attended by 
over 500 residents who came out in the bright autumnal weather to pay 
their respects, giving a strong community feel to the event – with all the 
knitted poppies and decorations around the village and memorial being 
made by villagers and local schoolchildren. Following the Remembrance 
Service, residents enjoyed cakes, sandwiches and refreshments at the 
Village Hall, which was decorated by wonderful volunteers from the 

Bembridge Heritage Society, Church, Parish Council and many 
others. There was also enthusiastic singing of WW1 songs to the 
music of the Bembridge Village Band.  
 
WAR MEMORIAL RESTORATION PROJECT AND NEW ‘TOMMY’ 
During the Remembrance Service, the Parish Council was 
delighted to formally showcase the village’s new ‘Tommy’ 
silhouette figurine at the War Memorial Gardens. Stop and take a 
look next time you’re passing! This is the culmination of a project 
to restore the War Memorial and the figurine is dedicated as a 
tribute to mark the centenary of Armistice Day. In addition to the 
new ‘Tommy,’ the stonework at the foot of the War Memorial 
has been replaced with new masonry, with the old stonework 
being re-cycled to provide the base for the new sculpture. The 
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further additions of granite plaques – commemorating the two WW1 airfields in Bembridge – plus 
wood-chippings and extra planting has made this a very attractive added feature to the War 
Memorial Gardens. The Parish Council would like to thank the Airfields of Britain Conservation Trust 
for providing the two plaques, which sit proudly either side of ‘Tommy.’ In partnership with the 
Bembridge Heritage Society, the Parish Council has produced a leaflet with information about the 
two WW1 airfields that were in the parish – RFC Forelands and RFC Bembridge Point. The leaflet is 
available in hard copy from the Parish Office. 
 
SUCCESSFUL FIREWORKS NIGHT AT STEYNE PARK 

The firework display at Steyne Park on Saturday, 3rd November was 
hugely successful and was well-attended by Bembridge residents. 
Earlier this year the Parish Council made a £500 donation towards the 
event. Well done to everyone who helped with the organisation and 
planning. All monies and proceeds went directly to Bembridge Youth & 
Community Centre. 
 
WAVE SCULPTURE UPDATE 
 
The Wave Sculpture project is coming along nicely at Lane End. We hope to have the sculpture in 
place before Christmas. Watch this space!  
 
‘INSPECT & PROTECT’ – ISLAND ROADS APPEAL TO RESIDENTS 
 
This winter Island Roads are encouraging residents to take precautions and inspect any dangerous 
tree(s) that may be on residents’ private property. To read their advice over winter, please visit 
http://www.islandroads.com/174-inspect-and-protect.html.   
 
RAINBOWS TREE PLANTING 
On Saturday 24th November, Bembridge Village 
Partnership Dragons were invited along by Bembridge 
Rainbows to plant a Rowan tree to celebrate the group 
being 10-years old. It was a wet soggy morning, but this 
did not dampen the enthusiasm of the children, helpers, 
parents and Dragons who all arrived to help. The tree 
was planted at Lane End Cemetery next to the apple 
trees. At the Dragons Den event on the 11th May the 
Rainbows gave a fantastic presentation to The Dragons 
and their wish was to purchase a tree to commemorate their 
birthday. Well done Rainbows! 
 
BEMBRIDGE FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE 
The Friendship Circle is always on the lookout for volunteers to help at the regular Coffee Mornings.   
Any bric-a-brac or paperback books gratefully received, as all money raised goes to the running of 
the Community Bus.  Pop along to the Coffee Morning being held on Saturday, 1st December 10am – 
12pm in the Village Hall. 
 
ROAD SAFETY & SECURITY GROUP UPDATE  

Speedwatch – a local group monitoring traffic speeds in the village – are on the lookout for more 

volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the Parish Office on 874160 or pop 

in and leave your details. 

We would be very grateful if residents could take the time to complete a survey on proposed CCTV 
in the village (it’s only one question) - more information can be found by visiting the following web 
link  https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/W2DYTP2? 

http://www.islandroads.com/174-inspect-and-protect.html
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/W2DYTP2?fbclid=IwAR0tH2AlG_NZNL8Kg8oOUkdYL4OYPr_NKTTN_gHqS4fu717JoCYIV87yxes
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The Road Safety & Security Group has been disbanded and has incorporated into the Village 

Partnership. Thank you to everyone who has helped with the group. 

Cllr Grant Stillman 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Bembridge Friendship Circle Coffee Morning –1st December 10am-12pm –Village Hall 
Mounbatten Gift Fair –1st December 10am-3pm – Bembridge Sailing Club 
Christmas Coffee Morning – 7th December 10am-12pm – The Elms, Swains Road 
Bembridge Horticultural Society Members’ Meeting – 7th December 7.15pm – Village Hall 
Bembridge Singers – Christmas Carols – 12th December 2018 7.30pm – Holy Trinity Church 
Inver House Christmas Fete – 15th December 10am – 12pm – Village Hall 
Lights of Love – 1st December 5pm, procession beginning at Lane End shops 

 
UPCOMING COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
STAFFING & FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Tuesday, 4th December at 2pm – Parish Office 
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Tuesday, 4th December at 6.30pm – Village Hall 
Tuesday, 18th December at 6.30pm – Village Hall 
 
FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday, 4th December at 7pm – Village Hall 
 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Bembridge Parish 

Council! 
 
Jacqui McDade, Clerk to Bembridge Parish Council 
26th November 2018 


