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NEW VILLAGE HALL TOILET & KITCHEN UPGRADE 
The toilet in the Village Hall is nearing completion and we hope this should be open to the 
public at the start of February. The Parish Council would like to thank the Village Hall 
Committee and their user groups for their patience whilst these works have been carried 
out. We are also delighted that the kitchen upgrades – funded by the Parish Council – are 
now completed. A working party has been recently formed between Village Hall 
representatives and Bembridge parish councillors to explore future capital works at the 
building to improve this valuable community facility. 
 

DRAGONS DEN EVENT – 10th MAY 2019 
The Village Partnership is pleased to announce that the hugely-successful Dragons Den 
event will be returning in 2019. Last year the Village Partnership awarded £2,600 in grant 
funding to local community groups. If you are a local community group or organisation and 
would like the opportunity to pitch to the Dragons for funding, make a note of the date – 
10th May 2019 6pm at Bembridge Youth & Community Centre. 
 

  
 

 



 
WARD COUNCILLOR REPORT 

It has been a busy start to 2019 and with very positive news for the Island. Part of my 
cabinet portfolio is Waste Management and I focus this month’s article on recycling across 
the Island. 
  
According to new figures from Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
(DEFRA), household recycling rates have dramatically improved on the Isle of Wight in the 
last year. 
  
In a league table featuring 345 Local Authorities (LA’s) from across the country, the Island 
has jumped from 130th to 51st between 2017/18. 
 
In 2017/18, 53.4% of all household waste was recycled on the Island; this is above the 
national average and indicates an increase of 6.9% in just one year. 
 
I would like to thank residents for taking on the task of recycling their waste so diligently by 
separately recycling food, paper and card, textiles and plastic and metal and glass. This 
indicates to me the positive results of our recycling promotion gained through events, social 
media campaigns and the council and our partners supporting Islanders. Accordingly, 
working in partnership with the council, Amey and Island Roads, we have achieved such a 
leap up the recycling league table in such a short time. 
 
The national recycling target for LA’s in England is to reach 50% by 2020 – the IWC has 
already met this. The IWC effort to beat the national target for recycling household waste 
has recently attracted attention from central Government. DEFRA has invited the council to 



share best practice and help other authorities across the country to improve their recycling 
rates.  
On a similar note, recent media reports have focused on food waste collections being 
introduced by central Government for all LA’s – yet again the Island is ahead of the game 
here with food waste collected at the kerbside since 2012. 
 
It is our goal to be the best LA in the country for waste management and being known as 
the most environmentally friendly county in the UK and, diverting waste from landfill also 
enables us to direct funds to other areas of the IWC. 
 
These initiatives have been assisted by the implementation of a monthly IWC Community, 
Plastic and Environmental Forum, which has brought together organisations and businesses 
across the Island to discuss the relevant issues to help us reach our goal. If you would like 
further details or to attend please contact me for details.  
 
Further improvements are expected to our recycling rates with the completion of the 
Island’s new waste facility at Forest Road, Newport, due to open later this year. 
Cllr Michael Murwill 
 

CCTV SURVEY 

We would still like to hear your views on proposals for CCTV in the village. Please follow the 
link below to give us your views: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/W2DYTP2? 
 

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN TOILETS 
A few recent instances of anti-social behaviour and criminal damage in the public toilets 
have been reported. If you notice any suspicious behaviour please contact the Parish Office 
on 874160 or the Police on 101. 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Bembridge Friendship Circle Coffee Morning – 2nd February, 10am Village Hall 
Bembridge Singers ‘West Side Story’ – 13th February, 7.30pm Village Hall 
Bembridge Guild Coffee Morning – 16th February, 10am Village Hall 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 
Planning Committee – 5th February, 6pm Village Hall (please note the earlier start time) 
Extraordinary Meeting – 5th February 7pm Village Hall 
Planning Committee – 19th February, 6.30pm Village Hall 
Village Partnership – 27th February, 5pm Village Hall 
 

Also look out for our February newsletter which will be delivered to 

Bembridge homes mid-to-late February. 

 

Jacqui McDade, Clerk to Bembridge Parish Council 
Thursday, 31 January 2019 
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