
 

 

 
Minutes of BEMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL Extraordinary Council meeting on  

Tuesday 22
nd

 January 2019 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall, Bembridge 

 
Present: Cllr K Fagan (Chairman), Cllr S Weedall, Cllr M Donlon, Cllr G Stillman, Cllr R Weaver, Cllr N 

Mclean, Cllr R Widger, Cllr M Sullivan, Cllr L White, Cllr M Curtis, Cllr A Steane and Mrs J McDade (Clerk) 

Public: 33 members of the public 

 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA  

 

Resident: why was last week’s meeting deferred?  Please explain the bidding process and who has held 

since opened? 

Chairman: deferred for legal advice 

Clerk: bids were handed into the Estate Agents, photographed by a clock before being taken to a 

Solicitor in Ventnor who was videoed opening the bids, video sent to our Solicitor and then emailed to 

myself last Tuesday afternoon.  The sealed bids have remained in the office safe until tonight. 

 

Resident: if satisfied due diligence had been carried out, why not defend the pre-judicial review?  What 

happens now about the investigation into bullying and harassment now the time limit has elapsed for a 

case to be brought by the previous clerk? 

Chairman: a lawful decision was made by the Council, legal advice received was that rescinding the 

decision and re-advertising would cost less than defending the pre-judicial review.   A review of the 

bullying and harassment would be a decision for Full Council. 

 

Resident: if redacted, why are the public being excluded? 

Chairman: due to confidential commercially sensitive data  

 

Resident: when will we know what the bids were and why accepted or not? 

Chairman: when we legally can publish 

 

Resident: are all Councillors treated the same by the Chairman 

Chairman: yes 

 

Resident: what are the legal costs? 

Chairman: we do not know yet 

 

Resident: is the massive legal bill the council has incurred covered by insurance? 

Chairman: awaiting information from the insurance.  Information will be provided once received. 

 

Resident: if the money from 5/7 is to go on the Village Hall, how will the offers be decided? 

Chairman: it will be the best offer for 5/7 

 

Resident: how many bids? 

Chairman: 2  

     

 



 

 

1. 16/19 Apologies for Absence 

 To receive apologies for absence 

 Non-attendance Cllr Millington 

 

2. 17/19 Declarations of Interest  

17/19/01 To receive declarations of pecuniary or other interests relating to items on agenda 

Cllr Curtis declared a pecuniary interest in item 4 

 

17/19/02 To consider requests and grant dispensations if appropriate 

No requests 

   

3. 18/19 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

To resolve that in accordance with s.1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the 

press and public will be excluded from the following items, having due regard to the confidential nature 

of the business to be transacted 

  RESOLVED: that in accordance with s.1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the 

press and public will be excluded from the following items, having due regard to the confidential nature 

of the business to be transacted  

In Favour    9 Against   1 Abstained   1 

  

 Cllr Curtis left the meeting 

 

4. 19/19 5/7 High Street 

  

 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 19
th

 March 2019, 7.00pm in the Village Hall  

 

Meeting Closed: 8.50pm 

 

 

 

Signed:      Dated:  

 

 


