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Chairman’s Welcome
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all 
Bembridge residents a Happy New Year and 
a healthy and prosperous 2019. As we begin 
a New Year it is a good time to reflect on the 
successes and achievements of 2018. One 
particular success which stands out for me, 
personally, was the commemoration event to 
mark the centenary of Armistice Day, where 
I was greatly honoured to lay a wreath on 
behalf of the Parish Council. I was delighted 
to see so many villagers turn out to pay their 
respects and the event itself was a prime 
example of the tremendous community spirit 
we have in Bembridge – long may it continue. 
Working hand-in-hand with the Village 
Partnership we continue to drive forward 
projects and initiatives to improve and 
maintain the appearance of the village. The 

Wave Sculpture at Lane End is one such 
project, in addition to organising a schedule of 
litter picks and beach cleans – you can find the 
dates further on. Whilst these projects move 
forward, the day-to-day work doesn’t halt 
and the Parish Council continues to maintain 
open spaces, recreational facilities and public 
toilets. 
The Parish Council will undoubtedly face 
challenges in 2019 – particularly in times of 
devolution of services and facilities from the 
Isle of Wight Council, which places further 
pressures on town and parishes trying to 
juggle precepts and budgets and keep vital 
local facilities going. I hope you find this edition 
of our newsletter interesting and informative.

Cllr Keith Fagan, 
Chairman of Bembridge Parish Council



Draft Island Planning Strategy
The Parish Council is urging Bembridge residents, businesses and community 
groups to engage with the Isle of Wight Council’s Island Planning Strategy (IPS) 
consultation. If and when adopted, the IPS will be the local planning policy for the 
Isle of Wight and will be used to shape the island’s development over the next 
15-years. It is very important that local residents and businesses comment on 
the proposals. To view the draft plan under consultation, and related documents,
please visit www.iow.gov.uk/islandplanningstrategy. 
This is an opportunity for you to have a say in how the island will develop for future generations and 
suggest any changes to local planning policy.

The consultation deadline is midday on Monday, 25th February 2019.

Many of you will have noticed that works have been taking place at the 
Village Hall. Three tasks are underway: the iconic front doors of the hall 
are being repainted, whilst inside the kitchen is being refurbished to make it 
more user-friendly and up-to-date to serve the needs of its many users, with 
the blessing of the Village Hall Management Committee. At the same time 
the Parish Council are at last providing a unisex, disabled accessible toilet 
in the middle of the village.

Why not pop along to the Village 
Hall on the first Saturday of the 
month at 10am for Bembridge 
Friendship Circle coffee morning.  
These mornings promote 

friendship and raise money for our Community 
Bus.  You can find out about any outings planned 
and also be part of the 150 club draw. The 
group is holding a Grand Village Jumble Sale on 
Saturday, 30th March which will include Vintage 
Fashion. More information will follow over the 
next few weeks. 

New Village Hall toilet

Given that the Village Hall was built in 1910 and the fact that the premises are not open 24/7, the 
public accessible toilet will be our effort to provide accommodation that will be open to both sexes 
and to those disabled people currently unable to use the toilets in the village centre, which will be 
a reasonable improvement and appropriate for the space available, within the limited funds of the 
Parish Council budget.  There will also be a baby changing facility.  At last disabled residents and 
visitors will be able to relieve themselves in the village 24/7!

Windmill WIBembridge Friendship Circle

Bembridge Windmill WI was thrilled to help serve 
refreshments at the celebrations to mark the 
centenary of Armistice Day in November. A lovely 
time was had by all and we were pleased to 
serve so many villagers with that welcome cuppa 
on a cold November morning. We look forward to 
helping at more village events in the future. If you 
would like to know more about our group then 
why not pop along to The Cloisters at 7.30pm 
on the third Monday of the month.  Visitors are 
welcome at £3, which includes refreshments and 
all meetings that take place during the month. 
You are assured of a very warm welcome.

We would be grateful for residents’ views on proposed CCTV in the village. The link to our website and 
the online survey is here: www.bembridgepc.org.uk/2019/01/08/proposed-cctv-in-bembridge/

Proposed CCTV in the Village



Ward Councillors ReportsWard Councillor – Cllr Michael Murwill, Isle of Wight Council

It has been a busy start to 2019 and with very positive 
news for the Island. Part of my cabinet portfolio is 
Waste Management and I focus this month’s article 
on recycling across the Island. 
According to new figures from Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), 
household recycling rates have dramatically improved 
on the Isle of Wight in the last year. 

In a league table featuring 345 Local Authorities 
(LA’s) from across the country, the Island has 
jumped from 130th to 51st between 2017/18.
In 2017/18, 53.4% of all household waste was 
recycled on the Island; this is above the national 
average and indicates an increase of 6.9% in just 
one year.
I would like to thank residents for taking on the 
task of recycling their waste so diligently by 
separately recycling food, paper and card, textiles 
and plastic and metal and glass. This indicates to 
me the positive results of our recycling promotion 
gained through events, social media campaigns 
and the council and our partners supporting 
Islanders. Accordingly, working in partnership 
with the council, Amey and Island Roads, we 
have achieved such a leap up the recycling 
league table in such a short time.
The national recycling target for LA’s in England is 
to reach 50% by 2020 – the IWC has already met 
this. The IWC effort to beat the national target for 
recycling household waste has recently attracted 
attention from central Government. DEFRA has 
invited the council to share best practice and help 
other authorities across the country to improve 
their recycling rates. 

On a similar note, recent media reports have 
focused on food waste collections being 
introduced by central Government for all LA’s – 
yet again the Island is ahead of the game here 
with food waste collected at the kerbside since 
2012.
It is our goal to be the best LA in the country for 
waste management and being known as the 
most environmentally friendly county in the UK 
and, diverting waste from landfill also enables us 
to direct funds to other areas of the IWC.
These initiatives have been assisted by the 
implementation of a monthly IWC Community, 
Plastic and Environmental Forum, which has 
brought together organisations and businesses 
across the Island to discuss the relevant issues 
to help us reach our goal. If you would like further 
details or to attend please contact me for details. 
Further improvements are 
expected to our recycling 
rates with the completion 
of the Island’s new waste 
facility at Forest Road, 
Newport, due to open later 
this year.

Green bits and bobs around the village . . .

     In recent weeks some new trees have 
been planted at Steyne Park.
     The Parish Council has also carried out 
some tree surgery work to some willows at 
the Lincoln Way Pond.
     A dead and unsafe ash tree has been 
felled at the Scout Field. 

Our trees are regularly inspected but, if 
something doesn’t look right, please contact the 
Parish Office. 
Bembridge in Bloom 2019 planning is underway 
– check the Parish Council website and look 
out on the community noticeboards for further 
information and how to enter. 
Let’s make this year’s competition bigger, better 
and greener!



Bembridge Heritage Society – Entertaining Bembridge
This is the focus of our main 
exhibition in Bembridge Village 
Hall on 11 and 12 May 2019

You will see fascinating images showing how 
Bembridge people celebrated and enjoyed 
themselves over the decades. The village’s 
evident community spirit in the past is what 
makes it such a vibrant and caring place to 
live today. The exhibition will cover activities 
from carnivals, celebrations and pantomimes 
to sport, regattas and fun on the beach. It 
will remember the on-stage activities in the 
Church Room as well as the way Bembridge 
entertained visitors in the holiday camps and 
hotels. The enjoyment of going to the pub and 
eating out is shown as an important part in 
village life then and now. The village’s wide 
range of clubs, societies and music groups 
started so many years ago are still flourishing. 
If you have any pictures, stories, memories or 
artefacts that you can share or if you can help 
in any way please contact me on

01983 872049 or
email verena@thesparrows.co.uk

2019 Litter Picks & Beach Cleans
The Village Partnership is busy organising 
a schedule of beach cleans and litter picks 
around the parish. Keep Britain Tidy has 
organised the nation’s largest ever mass 
spring clean between 22nd March – 23rd April. 
To coincide with and take part in this initiative 
a litter pick has been planned in Bembridge for 
6th April. See full list of dates at the back of the 
newsletter.

WATCH OUT for some changes to the Parish 
Council website (www.bembridgepc.org.uk) 
which will improve the news feed so that 
up-to-date information relating to the parish  
is more prominent and jumps out at readers.

Anti-social behaviour in toilets
A few recent instances of anti-social behaviour 
and criminal damage in the public toilets have 
been reported. If you notice any suspicious 
behaviour please contact the Parish Office on 
874160 or the Police on 101.



New Lease for Captain Stan’s Fish Shop
The Parish Council is very pleased to announce that negotiations with the tenants of Captain 
Stan's Fish Shop are now complete. The 10-year lease has been signed by both parties and is 
now in effect. It's fantastic news that the community will continue to benefit from a local fishmonger 
located in the heart of the village.

Bembridge Street Fair
Planning is underway for the 2019 Street Fair. If you are a commercial enterprise/private trader 
or a charity and would like a stall, please contact the Parish Office on 874160, by email to 
admin@bembridgepc.org.uk or call in to pick up an application form. The Street Fair is always 
a great day in Bembridge and everyone is welcome to come along to this fabulous community 
event! Don’t leave it too late, absolute deadline for applications is 1st May 2019.

Men in Sheds
The group continues with weekly meetings/presentations in the 
Scout Hut but has also been undertaking other activities. Thanks to 
those people who have donated tools. We have re-worked scenery 
for the Island Players and laid a path behind the Village Hall. A very 
successful Christmas lunch was held at Fox’s Restaurant with 27 
members/partners in attendance. 
Kicking off the New Year we have finally had the portacabin delivered 
to Steyne Park and can start the process of refurbishing/painting it.  
So there’s plenty going on for the next few months, if you want to join 
us, come along to the Scout Hut on a Tuesday at 2pm or contact us 
on BembridgeMIS@gmail.com or call 07814 517340.

Bembridge 
Lunch Club

Tuesday & Thursday
from 12.30pm in the Cloisters

Come & join us 
for a delicious 2 course lunch

Would you like to meet new people?
Can not be bothered to cook for one?
Feel a little lonely?
Simply like company and a chat?
Transport can be provided

or
Would you like to join a small 
friendly band of volunteers helping 
to deliver this?

For more information 
call Liz on 873635 
or 07785290075





Christmas Star Competition
We would like to congratulate everybody who took part in the Bembridge Christmas Star 
Competition! The presentation event was held the Village Hall on Friday, 14th December.
Prizes were handed out for winners and runners-up in the Family Home, Business and Charity/
Group categories. The winners and runners-up in each category are listed below.
Family Home      
     Winner: Jan Ellison      
     Runners-Up: G Powell 
          and P Hughes    
Charity/Group
     Winner: Windmills Pre-School
     Runners-Up: Bembridge RNLI
Business
     Winner: Montessori
     Runners-Up: Bembridge Building Supplies

Village Partnership Update
The commemoration event to mark the centenary of Armistice Day 
on Sunday, 11th November was a huge success. Exact numbers 
are unknown but it is widely-thought that over 800 people were in 
attendance. We would like to say a big thank you to everyone in the 
village who knitted poppies which were affixed to the railings around 
the War Memorial Gardens, the memorial itself and Holy Trinity Church.

Other Village Partnership News
Planning is well underway for the 2019 Dragon’s Den event which last year awarded £2,600 to local 
groups in Bembridge. 
A new tree is to be planted at the War Memorial Gardens, replacing an existing cherry tree, which is 
dying.
The local Speedwatch group is still on the lookout for volunteers. If you have some spare time and 
would like to help this group, which monitors and raises awareness of the speed of traffic in the 
village, please contact the Parish Office for an application form. 
The feasibility of a project to restore the bell at St. Luke’s Chapel is being explored, involving 
discussions with Portsmouth Diocese. 
Wildlife verges are being considered in Bembridge with suitable locations being considered in the 
spring time.  
The Partnership is also beginning to plan for 2019 Best Kept Village Award.

Vote For Bembridge in BBC Village of The Year Awards
We are delighted that Bembridge has been nominated, along with five other villages 
across the nation, for Village of the Year in the BBC Countryfile Magazine Awards 2019. 
It would be fantastic if local businesses and residents could vote for Bembridge 
by visiting this link: www.countryfile.com/awards/ 



Events
13 Feb Bembridge Singers – Concert of Music Light  

‘West Side Story’ – 7.30pm Holy Trinity
2 Mar Friendship Circle Coffee Morning 10.00am VH
16 Mar Beach Clean* 10.00am
30 Mar Friendship Circle Grand Jumble Sales 10 - 1pm VH
6 Apr Friendship Circle Coffee Morning 10.00am VH 

Litter Pick* 10:00am
8 Apr Bembridge Belles WI - 2.00pm - Spinnaker
10 May Dragons Den Village Partnership Event 6pm BYCC
8 Jun Beach Clean* 10.00am
6 Jul Beach Clean* 10.00am
* Check with the PC closer to the event for full details
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Parish Meetings

Village Hall (VH)   Parish Office (PO)
5 Feb Planning Committee 6.30pm  (VH)
19 Feb Planning Committee 6.30pm  (VH)
27 Feb Village Partnership 5.00pm  (VH)
5 Mar Planning Committee 6.30pm..(VH)
19 Mar Planning Committee 

Full Council
6.30pm (VH) 
7.00pm  (VH)

2 Apr Planning Committee 6.30pm  (VH)
16 Apr Planning Committee 6.30pm  (VH)
7 May Planning Committee 6.30pm  (VH)
21 May Planning Committee 

Full Council
6.30pm  (VH) 
7.00pm  (VH)

4 Jun Planning Committee 6.30pm  (VH)
18 Jun Planning Committee 6.30pm  (VH)
2 Jul Planning Committee 6.30pm  (VH)

For dates for other Committees – check the parish website

Bembridge Parish Councillors
South Ward – Margaret Donlon, Keith Fagan, Grant Stillman, Marianne Sullivan, Sheila Weedall, Ray Widger

North Ward – Mike Curtis, Nigel Maclean, Tommy Millington, Alasdair Steane, Richard Weaver, Liz White

Wave Sculpture
The Parish Council and the Village Partnership are working very hard 
to install the Wave Sculpture. Watch this space! The time capsule 
has now been cemented in place beneath the base for the sculpture, 
containing items which illustrate the charms of our special village. This 

project has been made possible 
thanks to funding from the Down 
to the Coast Project and the 
Heritage Lottery Fund.

Speedwatch volunteers needed
Speedwatch – 
a local group monitoring traffic speeds in the 
village – are on the lookout for more volunteers. 
If you are interested in volunteering, please 
contact the Parish Office on 874160 or pop in 
and leave your details.

GRAND JUMBLE SALE
VILLAGE HALL – SATURDAY 30 MARCH 10 – 1

JUMBLE WANTED
Clothes and soft furnishings

Please deliver to the Parish Office week commencing 25th 
March or call 874160 to arrange collection on Friday 29th

All proceeds going to the Bembridge Friendship Circle 
to run the Community Minibus


