
April 2019 e-Newsletter 
 
Introduction 
 
Welcome to the April 2019 edition of our e-Newsletter. This month we are pleased to report a 
number of recent successes for our beautiful village. 
 
BBC Countryfile Magazine Awards 2019 – Village of the Year 
 
The Parish Council is absolutely delighted that Bembridge has won the prestigious ‘Village of the 
Year’ accolade in the BBC Countryfile Magazine Awards 2019. Congratulations are also due to our 
neighbours in Sandown who scooped the ‘Beach of the Year’ award. Encouraging and promoting 
Bembridge as a popular tourist destination is high up in the council’s priorities and this award will go 
some way to helping us realise that ambition. Thank you to everyone who voted and, ultimately, 
thank you to everyone who contributes to making Bembridge a fantastic place to live, work and visit. 
 
Wave sculpture unveiled at Lane End 

Bembridge Village Partnership was successful in being awarded nearly £4,000 towards the 
Bembridge Wave Sculpture at Fishermans Walk, from the Down to the Coast Project, which 
celebrates coastal arts.  The sculptor, Kenneth Prust, positioned the sculpture in such a way that the 
lifeboat station can be viewed through the wave.   Interestingly the material used for the sculpture 
began its life as part of the water main beneath the ground of Bembridge and was secured from 
Southern Water by the artist. 
 
A time capsule was buried underneath, which includes contents from Bembridge Heritage Centre, 
Bembridge Parish Council, a copy of the Parish News and a photo catalogue: ‘A moment in time’. 
 
As part of the project, a competition took place for local artists to paint a mural on unattractive walls 
facing out to sea, beside the Lifeboat station, that encapsulates the wave theme to celebrate coastal 
arts.  John Keyworth, Operations Manager and Guy Willing, Coxswain Bembridge RNLI, judged the 
entries and it was a difficult decision from some very inspirational entries.   Verena Sparrow, a local 
Bembridge artist, won the competition and throughout the summer has brought the design to life. 
 
Bembridge Primary School children were taught about the art of sculpture with sessions making 
their own sculpture creations with Kenneth. The Coastal Gardener has planted up the area with 
appropriate plants 
 
The Parish Council would like to thank Ken Prust, Bembridge Primary School, Verena Sparrow, 
Bembridge Green Towns, Men in Sheds, Bembridge RNLI, parish lengthsmen, Greg from Weavers, 
the Coastal Gardener, Brewers and East Wight Landscape Partnership Down to the Coast Project. 
 
 



 
 
Consultation Event 

We are pleased to announce that the Parish Council will be holding a consultation and 
information day on Tuesday, 2nd April 2019 in the Village Hall. Two sessions will be 
available on the day: 1-5pm and 6-8pm. This will be an opportunity for residents and local 
businesses to speak with councillors and staff and to give their views on the priorities for the 
Parish Council for the coming year. Light refreshments will be available throughout the day. 

Successful beach clean despite inclement weather 
 
30 volunteers braved the wind and the inclement weather to turn out and help with the first beach 
clean of 2019. Thank you to everyone who battled the strong winds. The next beach clean is planned 
for 10am on Saturday, 8th June - let's hope the weather is better! 
 

 
 
Would you like to advertise in our Annual Report? 
Every year the Parish Council produces an Annual Report, which is distributed to every home in the 
parish, informing residents on the activities of the Parish Council. If you are a business or community 



group and would like to advertise in the Annual Report, please contact the Parish Office for further 
details by emailing admin@bembridgepc.org.uk or ringing 01983 874160. The prices by advert sizes 
are listed below: 
 
¼ advert = £48  ½ page advert = £70  Full-page advert = £140 
 
Vacancy for a Parish Councillor 
 
A vacancy for a parish councillor has arisen in the north ward on the Parish Council. If a ‘poll’ is 
claimed by 10 or more electors before 9th April an election will take place. If you are interested in 
standing as a parish councillor and would like some further information about the role and 
responsibilities, please call into the Parish Office (9.30am – 12.30pm Monday to Friday). If no poll is 
claimed the Parish Council can fill the vacancy through a process known as co-option. If you would 
like to understand more about what the role of a parish councillor entails you can visit the NALC 
(National Association of Local Councils) website and read through their publications by visiting this 
link: https://www.nalc.gov.uk/publications. 
 
Keep Britain Tidy ‘Great British Spring Clean’ 
 
We would be thrilled if residents and volunteers join us when we take part in the nationwide ‘Great 
British Spring Clean’ initiative by holding a litter pick on Saturday, 6th April. The litter pick will begin 
at Steyne Park at 10am with a number of different routes throughout the village. Equipment and 
bags will be provided to volunteers. We would like to take this opportunity to thank Amey plc who 
have kindly offered to dispose of all the litter collected on the day free-of-charge. 
 
Have your say on local crime priorities 
 
The Isle of Wight Council and the Community Safety Partnership are urging island residents to 
complete an online survey on local crime priorities. The link to this survey is below and readers will 
be diverted to an external site: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/CommunitySafety2019. 
 
Break-ins at Forelands beach huts 

We have received information from the Police that there have been a number of break-ins recently 
at the Forelands beach huts. The Police are advising residents to be mindful and to avoid keeping 
valuable items and property in the huts. Any crimes or thefts can be reported on the Police non-
emergency 101 number. 
 

Kingsmere, Lane End planning applications 
 
The Parish Council has received a vast number amount of comments and concerns in recent weeks 
regarding the Kingsmere, Lane End applications, detailing plans for the café and proposals and 
additions to the existing building. The Parish Council recommended refusal to the Isle of Wight 
Council on both these applications, citing policies from our Neighbourhood Development Plan and 
our comments can be found on our website by visiting the Planning pages and viewing the minutes 
of our Planning Committee on the 5th March 2019. These applications have received several hundred 
objections from local residents and we can confirm that, following an update from Planning Services, 
application reference P/00086/19, relating to the single storey café building and siting of a mobile 
food van, has been withdrawn. Application reference P/01434/18 has been revised to remove the 
proposed boathouse from the development and will progress to a determination.  
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Dates for your diary 
 
Bembridge Friendship Circle Coffee Morning, 6th April, 10am – The Village Hall 
Great British Spring Clean Litter Pick, 6th April, 10am – start from Steyne Park 
Bembridge Art Society – Spring Exhibition 19th-21st April, 8.30am – 5pm – Village Hall, 
Bembridge 
Fly the Flag for St. George’s Day, 23rd April, 10am – War Memorial Gardens 
 
Parish Council Meetings & Events 
 
Bembridge Parish Council Consultation & Information Day, 2nd April, 1-8pm – Village Hall, 
Bembridge 
Planning Committee, 2nd April, 5.30pm – Village Hall, Bembridge 
Staffing & Finance Committee, 3rd April, 2pm – Parish Office 
Village Partnership, 3rd April, 4.30pm – Parish Office 
Planning Committee, 16th April, 6.30pm – Village Hall, Bembridge 

Thank you for reading this edition of our e-Newsletter – see in you in May! 
Bembridge Parish Council 
The Parish Office 
5 Foreland Road 
Bembridge, Isle of Wight 
PO35 5XN 
Tel: 01983 874160 
Email: admin@bembridgepc.org.uk 
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