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Welcome to the March 2019 edition of our e-Newsletter 
 
5-7 HIGH STREET UPDATE 
The Parish Council accepts that the sale of 5/7 High Street has attracted significant media 
attention and local interest lately. At the Extraordinary Council Meeting on 13th February 
the following public statement was resolved, which we hope will put an end to speculation 
regarding the sale of the building: 
 

Bembridge Parish Council has found itself in an untenable position due to the threat of on-
going legal challenges, therefore we have agreed to reject the increased offer for 5/7 High 

Street, rescind the decisions of 22nd January regarding the sale of 5/7 High Street and 
remove the building from the market pro tem. 

 
BEMBRIDGE NOMINATED FOR BEST VILLAGE AWARD IN BBC AWARDS 
We were delighted when we heard that Bembridge had been nominated for the Best Village 
category in the BBC Countryfile Magazine Awards 2019. The deadline for voting ended on 
Sunday, 17th February and we now wait with bated breath as to whether our beautiful 
village has won this prestigious award. Thank you to everyone voted. 
 
ISLAND PLANNING STRATEGY AND BEMBRIDGE CONSULTATION EVENT 
We would like to express our thanks to everyone who came along to our consultation event 
at Bembridge Library on Wednesday, 20th February to view the Isle of Wight Council’s 
proposals contained within their Draft Island Planning Strategy. A major area of concern for 
residents were the two sites allocated as ‘deliverable’ and ‘developable’, which, if 
developed, could see an extra 180 homes in Bembridge. Concerns were voiced about the 
impact these additional homes may have on the existing infrastructure e.g. doctors’ surgery, 
schools and roads. The deadline for submitting comments to the Isle of Wight Council 
passed at midday on Monday, 25th February. The Parish Council has submitted a detailed 
response to the consultation, which can be viewed by clicking on the following link: 
https://www.bembridgepc.org.uk/2019/02/20/bembridge-parish-council-response-to-draft-
island-planning-strategy/.  
 
BB19/BB3 FOOTPATH IMPROVEMENTS 
On 4th March the Parish Council, in partnership with the Isle of Wight Council, will be 
commencing improvement works to a 100-metre section of the BB3 footpath, which links up 
with BB19. The work will be carried out by the Parish Lengthsmen and we anticipate that it 
should be completed after five days. The footpath will be closed whilst the work is carried 
out and we appreciate your patience. 
 
REMOVAL OF WREATHS AT THE MEMORIAL 
Residents and local businesses will recall the wonderful remembrance service on 11th 
November last year to mark the centenary of Armistice Day 1918-2018; it was a momentous 
occasion for the village. On Friday, 29th March we will be removing the wreaths and crosses 
still adorning the War Memorial Gardens on Church Road. The wreaths and miniature 
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crosses will be held at the Parish Office for a further week (until 5th April) should anyone 
wish to re-claim theirs and after that date they will then be recycled. 
 
VANDALISM IN TOILETS 
Unfortunately, vandals continue to target the public toilets in Bembridge. We have reported 
numerous recent instances to the Police, but unfortunately they have not been able to 
identify any suspects. If residents or local businesses notice any suspicious behaviour 
occurring in or around the public toilets, we would be incredibly grateful if this could be 
reported to the Police by ringing 999 if any crime appears to be in progress, or, if there is no 
immediate emergency, on the 101 non-emergency number. 
 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS & THE PARISH COUNCIL’S ROLE IN THE PLANNING PROCESS 
Our Planning Committee has considered a number of applications in recent weeks that have 
attracted local interest. The Parish Council is a statutory consultee on planning applications 
and its powers are limited, essentially, to submitting comments on applications, whether to 
support an application for the benefits it may bring to the parish e.g. tourism, affordable 
housing or to recommend refusing an application. All decisions on planning applications are 
made by the Local Planning Authority – the Isle of Wight Council. Bembridge Parish Council’s 
Planning Committee meets on the first and third Tuesday of the month in the Village Hall at 
6.30pm. The first 15-minutes of each committee meeting is dedicated to the public, which 
gives residents an opportunity to comment on applications and raise any concerns or show 
support for an application. The Parish Council plays an important role in the planning 
process and the views of residents help to shape and inform our comments to the Isle of 
Wight Council. It is always worth checking the Isle of Wight website to see the latest 
planning applications. By visiting https://www.iow.gov.uk/planning/ you can look at all 
current and historic applications and view the plans and supporting information. In 2014, 
Bembridge Parish Council was the first parish council on the Isle of Wight to introduce a 
‘neighbourhood development plan’ after the Localism Act 2011 was passed. The plan was 
developed by local people and sets out the aspirations for the village and how the local 
community wishes to see it develop. When taking planning decisions the Isle of Wight 
Council uses the Bembridge neighbourhood plan so that the wishes of local people are 
respected when determining whether an application should be granted or refused 
permission. 
 
DRAGONS DEN EVENT 
The Village Partnership’s Dragons Den event will soon be upon us. If you are a local group or 
organisation in Bembridge looking for grant funding, please visit our webpage and download 
an application form or call in to the Parish Office for a hard copy. Dragons Den returns on 
Friday, 10th May at 6pm at Bembridge Youth & Community Centre. Last year the Village 
Partnership awarded £2,600 in small grants to local groups. 
 
SMALL GRANTS SCHEME 
Are you a local organisation looking for grant funding or financial help towards your group 
or society’s objectives? The Parish Council operates a Small Grants Scheme for local groups. 
For further information and to receive an application pack, please contact the Parish Office 
on 874160 or admin@bembridgepc.org.uk. 
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JUMBLE SALE  
Bembridge Friendship Circle will be holding a ‘Grand Jumble Sale’ on Saturday, 30th March at 
the Village Hall 10am-1pm. All the proceeds will be donated to the Friendship Circle and the 
upkeep of the community bus. Clothes and soft furnishings can be delivered to the Parish 
Office by 25th March or call 874160 to arrange for a collection. 
 
BEACH CLEAN 
If you have a few hours to spare on Saturday, 16th March, please come along and help out at 
our first beach clean of the year. The beach clean will commence at 10am starting at Beach 
Road. 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
Planning Committee – Tuesday, 5th March 2019 at 6.30pm in the Village Hall 
Planning Committee – Tuesday, 19th March 2019 at 6.30pm in the Village Hall 
Full Council – Tuesday, 19th March 2019 at 7pm in the Village Hall 
 

Bembridge Parish Council 
Friday, 1st March 2019 


