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TREE MANAGEMENT POLICY 
 

Existing tree management 
 
1. Bembridge Parish Council recognises its responsibilities as an owner of public land and 
hedgerows to exercise at all times proper and appropriate management to maintain their value 
as a public resource and uphold the legal duty of care for public safety that is pertinent to such 
ownership. 
 
2. That all trees and where appropriate hedgerows owned by the Parish Council be inspected 
tri-annually by a suitably qualified tree specialist  and a written report submitted to a Full Council 
Meeting listing any defects or concerns regarding the health or condition of trees and 
hedgerows.  Any works will be carried out by qualified tree surgeons.  
 
3. That the annual revenue budget of Bembridge Parish Council shall include reasonable 
provision for the exercise of this policy throughout the year and be identified in a separate 
heading within general grounds care provision. 
 

Planting of new trees    

 
BBBaaaccckkkgggrrrooouuunnnddd   

Last year a survey was undertaken to identify the specific locations and types of trees on 
‘common’ ground in Bembridge. The survey was published as a brief document “Greening 
Bembridge Streets – Trees v1” and a spreadsheet “Bembridge Trees 2017 – version 0.3” (both 
documents are on the PC server). 
 
A meeting with Island Roads had some success in progressing maintenance/replacement of 
trees which Island Roads are responsible for under the PFI contract with 2 dead trees being 
replaced in Meadow Drive. The intention is to chase Island Roads this year and try to progress 
other maintenance tasks which should be, but have not been, undertaken. 
The discussion with Island Roads also revealed that there is no obligation to plant new trees or 
replace existing trees on a 1-for-1 basis since the Island Council may allocate a replacement 
tree to another part of the Island.  
 
This year the aim is also to progress a scheme for the planning of new trees in suitable 
locations in the village. The draft of possible locations is shown as ‘A-xx’ in column B of the 
spreadsheet noted above. This gives 35 possible locations so, since the set of possible 
locations is likely to increase, this proposal starts with a request for a maximum of 40 trees. The 
intention is not to do these all at once but over a period of say 5 years so around 8 would be the 
target for each year. The ability to raise sponsorship for this obviously impacts the rate of take-
up. 
 
Given budget constraints on capital expenditure, a lack of interest from Isle of Wight Council 
(they turned down the request for a meeting) plus the need to consider longer term 
maintenance, the plan is to identify sponsors for new trees who could be private individuals, 
syndicates, businesses or organisations. The template for the scheme follows a similar exercise 
in Lewisham which has been very successful. More information can be found here 
https://brockleystreettrees.blogspot.co.uk/p/welcome2.html 
 
The Green Towns group will arrange to plant the trees for a fixed price of £250 (to be agreed 
depending on what the PC wants for ‘insurance/maintenance’). This sum would include an 
approx 4m tree with stakes and fencing, a guarantee against its failure or irreparable damage in 
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the first two years, and a label carrying the sponsor's name, or a name in commemoration, if 
desired. It also covers a contribution to the ongoing maintenance of the trees on a longer 
timescale. The Parish Council would need to agree to accept the risk involved in new street 
trees and any future maintenance costs as Isle of Wight Council / Island Roads are not 
prepared to help. 
 
As part of the scheme, Green Towns will liaise with sponsors, establish that there is local 
support for the planting, and supports and manages volunteers who perform the essential 
watering for the first two years. A proposal has already been received from a resident of 
Woodland Grove* to plant two trees there which has local support. The tree species and 
location can be chosen and we have a list of suitable species and suggested sites. The final 
decision will be the Parish Council's. 
Ideally tree donations will be made to a registered charity so that the sponsorship can be 
enhanced via Gift Aid. 
In order to ensure that there is local support for planning and people are aware of the scheme a 
draft sponsorship form has been created and is available as document “Greening Bembridge 
Streets – Tree Sponsorship Request v0.3”. 
 
It is also envisaged that the scheme will be advertised on the Bembridge PC web site. 
Note that “…higher levels of tree planting…” is a key part of the Government’s advisers 
proposals on climate change. See  
https://www.theccc.org.uk/2018/01/17/uks-ambitious-clean-growth-strategy-must-translated-
urgently-action/  
 

 


