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Brown’s Family Golf: A remarkable piece of Island heritage 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Browns Family Golf located on Sandown seafront is one of the Island’s remarkable, but all too often 
overlooked assets, borne out of the incredible period in the town’s development as a popular seaside 
resort in the early 20th century.   
 
Brown’s is significant not just for its record in use as a pitch and putt course for more than the 80 years. It 
was designed in the early 1930s by Sir Henry Cotton, Britain’s leading golfer of his generation (and some say 
of all time). After winning the British Open Championship 3 times Cotton went on establish himself as a 
leading designer of golf courses and Brown’s is understood to be the oldest example of his work still being 
played. The story of Brown’s does not stop there. It also played an extraordinary role in World War 2, being 
a clandestine base for the Pipeline Under the Ocean (PLUTO) effort which pumped fuel to the troops 
landing on the Normandy beaches during D-Day in June 1944.   

            
1933 - Henry Cotton, Mr Kennedy and Joe Kirkwood @ Brown’s   1936 – rear of Clubhouse before construction of Grand Hotel 

In terms of popularity Brown’s probably reached its zenith in the 1950s when the attraction extended 
across almost 20 hectares and included its own ice-cream factory and the adjacent Canoe Lake and bakery, 
which produced much sought-after cream doughnuts. Today thanks to the efforts of John Deacon and 
friends of the site Brown’s remains a popular attraction for locals and visitors alike retaining its distinctive 
1930s blue-glazed tile Clubhouse and its Cotton designed Isle of Wight shaped 8th green.  
 
Here at Down to the Coast  we are keen to celebrate and where possible, conserve this important piece 
of the Island’s seaside heritage and are working with partners to gather as much information about the site 
as possible. If you have any stories or info you can share do contact us at downtothecoast@gmail.com  
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Farewell to our Wetland Officer  
At the end of June Down to the Coast bid farewell to the 
scheme’s Wetland Officer, Steve Egerton-Read. After 3 years 
leading the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust’s 
Wetland Restoration  project Steve has moved on to an 
exciting opportunity with the Forestry Commission, managing 
the reintroduction of White-tailed Eagles to the Island. 
 

 
Steve (with chainsaw) and conservation volunteers at Sandown Meadows 

Steve leaves a legacy of improved wetland sites across the east 
of the Island, not least on the River Yar at Morton Marsh, 
Sandown Meadows and Alverstone Marsh. Here Steve led 
several hundred work sessions and provided support and 
guidance to almost 100 volunteers. Cheers Steve, good luck in 
the new role and we look forward to welcoming your successor. 
 

IW Woodland Forum 

@ Rowridge 
Twenty + woodland owners, workers 
and enthusiasts spent a fascinating 
evening at Rowridge Copse earlier 
this month learning about the 
management of this special 
woodland which, is the only site in 
the UK where Wood Calamint (shown 
below), is found.   

 
Mark Larter of Natural England 

described efforts to conserve this rare 

plant whilst Tom Murphy explained 

how the woodland is managed for a 

range of different needs and uses. 

Huge thanks to Oliver Cooper of BCM 

for hosting us on behalf of the 

owners.       
 

www.iwcoppicegroup.com 

The Isle of Wight Coppice Group website is now up and 
running and should be the first port of call for all your local 
coppicing needs. 

The site provides information on the history of coppicing 
and why it remains such an important technique in 
managing woodlands for their wildlife interest. You will also 
find a guide to some of the Island’s best coppice woodlands 
that are open to the public. 
 
Importantly the site also provides a directory of local coppice workers detailing the services they offer 
including training courses, hedgelaying and woodland management and the products they can supply. 
These include everything from wooden spoons to bean poles, hurdles and charcoal.  
 
For those who missed the group demonstrating their work at the IW County Show at the end of June you 
will be able to see them in action at the Wolverton Show which, will be taking place on the last weekend 
of August.  

 

http://www.iwcoppicegroup.com/

