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Chairman’s Annual Report 2019 

 

It has been a very difficult past 12 months despite losing our well respected Clerk and the issues 

surrounding 5/7 High Street, your Council continues to provide services seamlessly for the whole 

community. 

 

The Council has over the past twelve months delivered new accessible toilets in the High Street, worked 

with its partners to bring forward much needed road resurfacing, maintained and improved footpaths and 

green spaces, replacement of the stone paving around the War Memorial, the Wave Sculpture, regular 

beach cleans, litter picks, planting of flowers and bulbs, supported the Men in Sheds programme, etc.   All 

of which played a small part in Bembridge winning the BBC Countryfile’s Village of the Year 2019. 

 

The Village came together to commemorate the centenary of World War 1 in November 2018 with a 

magnificent display of knitted and crocheted poppies displayed around the Memorial Garden and the 

Village. It was my privilege to lay the wreath on behalf of the Council and join the celebrations held in the 

Village Hall.    

 

I take this opportunity to thank all those unseen volunteers who give their time unselfishly for the benefit 

of residents and visitors alike. Thank You 
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Road Safety & Security Update – Cllr Grant Stillman 

It has been an active year for the Road Safety & Security Group. In order to work more closely 

with the Village Partnership, the group amalgamated with the Partnership from November 2018. 

We are continuing to explore the feasibility of CCTV and we would encourage residents to visit our 

online survey and give us their views. During the autumn of 2019/20 we will be working on budget 

for 2020/21 and considering how this project might be funded. A lot of work is necessary, 

including infrastructure surveys and we will keep residents well-informed as this project 

progresses. Please visit the following link to complete the online survey: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/W2DYTP2? 
 

We are still looking for volunteers for the local Speedwatch group, which looks to monitor and 

raise awareness of speeding issues around the village. The scheme is managed by Hampshire & 

Isle of Wight Constabulary, in partnership with the Village Partnership and Bembridge Parish 

Council. If you have are interested in volunteering and have a few spare hours, please call into the 

Parish Office for an application form. 
 

Bembridge Parish Council is working closely with Island Roads and the Isle of Wight Council to 

implement some new traffic regulation orders around the village centre and in hot spots where 

parking is causing a nuisance to the flow of traffic. Unfortunately, due to budgetary and officer 

constraints at the Isle of Wight Council, these schemes have been put on hold but we continue to 

lobby for their implementation and have raised our concerns with Cllr Michael Murwill and Cllr 

Brian Tyndall. 
 

We have been working with the Isle of Wight Council to improve the safety and visibility of the 

junction at the Kings Road and Station Road. The works, once the final scheme is agreed and 

completed, will improve visibility for cars emerging from Station Road and, we sincerely hope, 

reduce the potential for accidents. We will keep residents updated in future newsletters, but we 

are pleased this is moving forward with our partners at Island Roads and the Isle of Wight Council. 

 

Village Partnership Update – Cllr Margaret Donlon 
So much has happened but I would like to focus on some achievements and changes, the Green Towns and 

Road Safety groups have come under the umbrella of the Village Partnership and this is working very 

successfully.  

The wave sculpture has been successfully completed and placed down at Lane End. It is truly magnificent 

and many thanks to the East Wight Landscape Partnership for funding and for Councillor Sheila Weedall for 

all her endeavours to produce this wonderful sculpture, not forgetting Men in Sheds for all their help and 

all members of the Village Partnership who have worked tirelessly to ensure that the setting was pristine. 

Would also like to thank Jacqui and the Lengthman for all their help in this successful project. 

 

The village entry signs are now at each end of the village and they are looking truly welcoming.  The village 

map is very near completion and will be implemented and placed in the Village in due course. 

 

They have been successful Beach Cleans and Litter Picks and a tremendous thanks to all who take part in 

these events. A special mention to the Bembridge young footballers who recently took part in the litter 

pick at Steyne Park.  

 

Dragons’ Den, there will be another Dragons’ Den event on May 11, 2019 at BYCC and we look forward to 

distributing the £2500 to worthy Village Groups. 

 

Christmas Star. This was another success and all of the entries were amazing. The great village event held 

in the Village Hall and it was wonderful to see so many parishioners there.  

 

 



Green Towns Report – Cllr Sheila Weedall 

16
th

 March was a very windy morning but over 30 volunteers arrived at the Point for the first 

beach clean of 2019. After collecting 15 bags of litter blowing around the beach, we headed to the 

Tollgate Café where they provided much needed hot drinks free of charge from Trevor. On 6
th

 

April
,
 we teamed up with the Keep Britain Tidy Campaign, starting at three points around the 

village we made our way to Steyne Park. Bembridge youth football teams joined in to do a 15-

minute dash around the park. The Isle of Wight Council supported us by providing bags and 

removal of rubbish. This we hope to be an annual event. Well done to all involved. The Village 

Partnership has secured a grant of £1,500 from the Minister of Housing Communities and Local 

Government to be used toward village tidy-ups. 

 
 

Bulb planting 

Following a collection in the Welcome Store, a sum of money was passed to Bembridge Parish 

Council to purchase spring bulbs to be planted in the Village. 2000 daffodil and crocuses were 

planted with the permission of Island Roads in the grass verges at Lane End and the snowdrops 

were planted on the mound in Lane End Cemetery by the Green Towns volunteers. This is phase 

one of a project to brighten up the verges. We are looking at the possibility of wildflower verges as 

an alternative to bulbs for next year. 

 

Best Kept Village Awards 

Judging starts in May for the 2019 best kept village. The Green towns Group are as always busy 

making sure our village looks its best. If you are concerned with litter/untidy areas/bushes 

overhanging the footway or anything else please let the Parish Office know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Isle of Wight Councillors Reports 

Since being elected supporting local residents in their requests has been paramount, as has been working 

with the three Parish/Town Councils within the Ward; all with whom I have a good rapport.  

The role as County Councillor, and with the responsibility of looking at matters in an Island Wide way, has 

been and will continue to be challenging - it is to make the Island the place where islanders can work, live 

and enjoy its natural beauty.  

I currently sit on six committees: Planning, Adult Social Care, Scrutiny, Audit, Appeals and Appointments 

and the Regeneration Board - here it is the behind the scenes work that is important – it is detailed. I 

retired from full time in employment at the end of September 2018 and this has allowed me more time to 

dedicate to Council business.  This work is not always in the front of people’s minds when they think about 

their County Councillors role, but it is vital to ensure the multi-million pound business the IOW Council is – 

operates in an effective and efficient manner.  

The role of County Councillor was best described to me when discussing this with Deputy Prime Minister 

David Lidington MP, I asked how he was enjoying his then Cabinet appointment – “intellectually 

challenging” was his phrase – it certainly is, and will continue to be so. I look forward to continuing to 

support the local ward residents, and the residents of the Island.  

Brian Tyndall May 2019   Brian.Tyndall@iow.gov.uk  

 

Entering my third elected year I continue to work both for my ward, and the 

Island as a whole.  Continuing to attend the Parish Council meetings gives me the 

opportunity to review local level issues.  

In 2018 I progressed the ‘Plastic Free Island’ vision by setting up and chairing the 

IWC Community Plastic and Environmental Forum; a monthly meeting with the 

aim of bringing together like-minded Island based organisations/businesses to 

discuss local issues and reach our goal of being the most environmentally friendly 

county in the UK. Membership of the Forum continues to increase with new 

initiatives and collaborative working to achieve the best for the Island and I have welcomed the 

support from Bembridge residents on this.  

Throughout the year, have continued to support Bembridge residents and businesses with a range 

of issues including waste management, highways and planning; seeking resolutions where 

possible for electorate to obtain an effective service from the IWC. 

I have been proud to promote the ‘Great British Spring Clean’ across the Island. The Green Towns 

group have continued to undertake the regular beach cleans and I enjoy attending whenever my 

diary permits. I continue to support the Bembridge Youth and Community Centre in my capacity 

as Trustee. 

I thank everyone for their continued support.  

 

Councillor Michael Murwill   Michael.murwill@iow.gov.uk 

 

 



Armistice Day Centenary 

On Sunday 11
th

 November at 10.45am the village played proud host to a 

Remembrance Service at the War Memorial Gardens, Church Road to 

remember the fallen and mark the centenary of Armistice Day, which 

signified the end of the First World War. The service was attended by over 

500 residents who came out in the bright autumnal weather to pay their 

respects, giving a strong community feel to the event – with all the knitted 

poppies and decorations around the village and memorial being made by 

villagers and local schoolchildren. Following the Remembrance Service, 

residents enjoyed cakes, sandwiches and refreshments at the Village Hall, 

which was decorated by wonderful volunteers from the Bembridge Heritage Society, Holy Trinity 

Church, the Parish Council and many others. There was also enthusiastic singing of First World 

War songs to the music of the Bembridge Village Band.  

 

Wave Sculpture 

On 18
th

 March, Bembridge Village Partnership was proud to unveil the long-awaited Wave 

Sculpture. The Village Partnership was successful in being awarded nearly £4,000 towards the 

sculpture by the Down to the Coast Project and the East Wight Landscape Partnership, which 

celebrates coastal arts.  The sculptor Kenneth Prust positioned the Wave in such a way that the 

lifeboat station can be viewed through the sculpture.  A time capsule was buried underneath, 

which includes contents from Bembridge Heritage Centre, Bembridge Parish Council, a copy of the 

Parish News and a photo catalogue ‘A moment in time’.  Thanks to the Village Partnership for 

delivering this project. 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bembridge Heritage Society Annual Report 2018/19 

What do we do? 

Bembridge Heritage Society is there for everyone the village. The history of Bembridge over the decades is 

held on our database, in our archive boxes and displayed in our Heritage Centre. We open our Centre from 

April to the end of October to display themes that will interest and link to the lives of villagers. We hold 

meetings open to all with speakers and film shows on local topics from September to April. We hold a 

yearly exhibition in the Village Hall. 

 

What have we done over the past year? 

The database in the Centre is now available to everyone during opening times, with full instructions for its 

use. New displays for this year feature 

smuggling and fishing and fishermen. 

Other displays tell you about past local 

shops and bakeries, the Britten–Norman 

Islander, the telephone exchange, local 

military installations and there is a full-

size PLUTO pump to find out about. 

Open Meetings have told us about the 

coming and going of the railway at 

Bembridge, restoring Yarmouth Pier, 

local weather patterns, laying 

communication cables, local first DL 

registered vehicles, the history of 

Bembridge Lifeboats and Island Railways. Our May exhibition last year celebrated Bembridge on the Move, 

showing archive material and artefacts that were part of the development of the village. 

 

What will we do in the coming year? 

11
th

 and 12
th

 May is the weekend of our 2019 exhibition in the Village Hall. Entertaining Bembridge will 

show how the village celebrated, had fun and provided entertainment for locals and visitors. Displays in the 

Centre can be seen every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 11.00am to 3.00pm and Saturday 11.00 to 

1.00pm. Visits at other times can be arranged by phoning (01983) 872049. The Open Meeting for 

September will present Culver Cliff and IoW at War with Tim Wander. The October meeting will show 

selected items from the archives and November is the AGM followed by a film show. All welcome. 

Do come to our Centre and events with your family and friends to discover the history of Bembridge – 

your heritage. 
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Shoulder to Shoulder  

Bembridge Men in Sheds - the first year 

 
A lot can happen in 12-months. This has certainly been true for Bembridge Men in Sheds which since its 

formation just one year ago, has won nearly £9,000 in grants from the National Lottery Awards for All and 

local charity WightAid towards its formation and the establishment of long-term accommodation in Steyne 

Park, Bembridge.  

 

Following its successful planning application last year to site two portable buildings in Steyne Park, and the 

granting of a ten-year lease from Bembridge Parish Council, Bembridge Men in Sheds was able, thanks to 

funding from AgeUK(IoW), to take delivery of its first portable building in January. They expect a second to 

arrive in April, thanks to lottery funding and the support of Isle of Wight Steam Railway. 

 

These awards have helped Bembridge Shed to cover set up costs including insurance, legal fees, starting 

the installation of mains services and equipping and decorating the two portable buildings. Funds will also 

be used to enable the construction of a footpath and disabled access to the Shed as well as to buy essential 

safety equipment and key tools. 

 

Since its formation, and, courtesy of Bembridge Scouts, Bembridge Men in Sheds  has met regularly in the 

Mitten Road Scout Hut. The lack of our own accommodation hasn’t stifled enthusiasm to engage in local 

community projects including: 

• Finding homes for unwanted tools 

• Planting 2 trees in Steyne Park 

• Rearranging display boards for Bembridge Heritage Centre 

• Building squirrel boxes/feeders and high level 

planters for The Elms 

• Cleaning and painting the area around The 

Wave, the new art installation near the RNLI 

Lifeboat Station 

• Preparing for fireproofing work on the 

Friendship Circle Bus Garage this summer 

• Starting a project in April-May with the National 

Trust to gain value from the old Windmill sails 

(sweeps) and to help raise £50,000 for their 

replacement 

Chairman Ian Graham says. “It is amazing how much the members have achieved in the last year.  Now 

with the money required to really get us moving we look forward to an even more successful second year.” 

The group welcomes new members. Please contact Ian Graham via email: ianmg.iow@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bembridge Windmill WI 

 

The ladies of Bembridge Windmill WI meet every third Monday of the month in The Cloisters at 7.30pm. 

We are a lovely, friendly group and have some fantastic speakers throughout the year. At our next meeting 

on May 20
th

 we have members from the Farm Shop coming to talk to us about vegetarian cookery.   

 

We will be at the Street Fair on May 27
th

 selling our beautiful crafts, cakes and plants, so if you are passing 

please stop and say hello and perhaps buy something made with love by our ladies.  

 

Visitors are always welcome at a cost of £3 which then gives access to all our other groups throughout the 

month.  So not only do you get the main meeting with free refreshments you can also pop along to the 

book group, walking group, craft group or join in our newest activity – curling. We also like to have 

breakfast together occasionally and enjoy the odd lunch or two as well. 

 

Bembridge Belles WI 

 
Bembridge Belles WI is the newest WI on the Island and is the 35

th
 WI in the Federation.  We opened in 

January 2019 with 40 members.      

We meet at The Spinnaker at 2pm on the second Monday of each month and our motto is Fun and 

Friendship.  We have only had four meetings, but we have been busy.  Our first speaker was Steve 

Warburton, who gave us a splendid talk about the different birds that he sees on his way home from Lane 

End to his home at the harbour.  As the Spinnaker couldn’t host us in March, we went on an outing. Some 

ladies had lunch at The Pointer and then all went to the Island Cheese Company.  Richard’s talk and tour 

was very interesting and we tasted the cheeses.  Lots of us bought them.  In April, Terri talked on ‘Only the 

Lighthouse Keeper’s Daughter.   

We have a good programme of forthcoming events including a visit to the Mermaid Gin Distillery  

(including tasting) followed by a cream tea, and visits from Mary Case, the Bee Keeper, a talk on the Land 

Army, Christmas Craft and Party, and a visit from Maria Ward, the Island artist.  We are going to try both 

Curling and Bowling.  

In May we hold a Breakfast Club which we hope to alternate monthly with Lunch Club.   We now have 

more than 60 members and our ladies are friendly, and enthusiastic.  We have helped at the Grand Jumble 

Sale and Coffee Morning for the Friendship Circle, and we will be taking part in the Flower Festival.   

Visitors are welcome without charge.   

Bembridge Lunch Club 

 

All Volunteers & Members of The Lunch Club were shocked & saddened by the sudden 

death of Christine Ward in January. Christine had worked tirelessly for the Lunch Club 

for many years & is greatly missed. She was responsible in September for setting up a 

new Committee under the chairmanship of Rosamond Poncia to take the Lunch Club 

forward & ensure it’s future smooth running & compliance with regulations. Many 

thanks also go to Tina Wooding for all she did for the Lunch Club. 

 

The Lunch Club continues to meet in The Cloisters on Tuesday & Thursdays at 12.30. 

Members are welcome to attend either or both days to enjoy a delicious chef cooked 

lunch & a chat, served by a team of volunteers. Transport is provided, if needed, 

thanks to The Friendship Circle bus & team of volunteer drivers.  

 

Anyone who would like to join the Lunch Club as a member or as a volunteer please contact Liz on 873635. 

 

 



Bembridge Friendship Circle 
 

It has been a busy few months for Bembridge Friendship Circle and it is gratifying to see the numbers 

attending the coffee mornings on the first Saturday of the month now increasing month on month.   

 

The group is now actively fundraising for a new community bus.  Our current one is 10-years old and will 

require money spending on it shortly so the trustees of the organisation are hoping to replace the minibus 

in the near future. Our Jumble Sale was a huge success and we raised just under £400 which has been ring-

fenced for the replacement vehicle.   

 

A grand plant sale is taking place at the Village Hall on the 1
st

 June again to raise funds.  Thanks to 

Marianne Sullivan who is donating the plants.  

 

In the gales at the end of March a tree fell on the bus.  The windscreen and wing mirror were broken and 

some dents were sustained.  The insurers were very slow in agreeing to the repairs and thanks go to Mark 

Batin for ensuring the bus was back on the road as soon as was humanly possible.  

 

Please come along and support the group.  We would love to see you for coffee and cake on the first 

Saturday of the month.  We have a variety of different stalls and our fabulous 150 Club draw takes place.  

Tickets are still available if you would like to take part.  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Bembridge Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Annual Report 2018 summary 
 

 

The Bembridge Neighbourhood Development Plan (BNDP) came into force on 28
th

 July 2014 and forms an 

integral part of the Isle of Wight Council’s Development Plan for the purposes of guiding and determining 

planning applications in the Bembridge Parish.    
 

The Bembridge Village Partnership has commissioned the fourth Annual Report as part of the monitoring 

process of the BNDP. 
 

In the 12 months since the last review, Bembridge Parish Council (BPC) has considered 66 planning 

applications and cited BNDP policies in 95% of its recommendations compared to 94% last year.  The Isle of 

Wight Council (IWC) has determined 60 of these applications and cited BNDP policies in 88% of cases 

compared to 81% last year.    These figures indicate that whilst the BPC is maintaining high usage of the 

BNDP policies, the IWC’s use remains disappointing low.    

 

The BNDP contains 30 policies of which 19 have been actively used over the past year.   A small core of 

policies (four in total) have seen most use and these relate to design and the environment.    There is still 

an under-use of certain policies. 
 

Over the current review period, 59 of the 60 determined planning applications have been granted approval 

by IWC.   This was contrary to the BPC’s recommendation in 5.5 cases.    The IWC has refused only 1 

planning application and this was contrary to the BPC who recommended approval.   
 

The review reveals that 36 (52%) of the planning applications in Bembridge relate to householder schemes.   

Five planning permissions for housing development have been granted, resulting in a net increase of 4 new 

houses. 
 

A copy of the full annual report is available for inspection at the Bembridge Parish Council office or may be 

viewed on the Parish Council website.  

 

PLANNING STATISTICS 
 

The Parish Council is a statutory consultee on all Bembridge planning applications. The planning committee 

meets twice a month to meet the consultation deadline of three weeks from the press notice. During the 

year, the planning committee met on 22 occasions to consider and comment on 68 planning applications.  

Of these recommendations 5 applications disagreed with the Isle of Wight Council’s final decision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Balance Sheet for 2018/19 

Current Assets  

Debtors  £                                    109.83  

VAT recoverable  £                                 7,741.45  

Cash in hand  £                            101,656.94 

TOTAL ASSETS  £                            109,508.22  

Current Liabilities -£                                5,326.59  

NET ASSETS  £                            104,181.63  

  

Represented by   

General Fund Balance  £                               72,483.03  

Earmarked Reserves  £                               31,698.60  

  £                            104,181.63 

  

The end of year internal auditor’s report can be found on our website, by visiting: 

https://www.bembridgepc.org.uk/document-library/documents/finance-transparency/  

 

Grants and Sponsorship 2018/19 

Paid Out Received 
Friendship Community Bus £   2,000.00 Precept Grant 2017/18 £  1,946.00 

Fireworks £      500.00 HRD Sponsorship Bembridge in Bloom £     200.00 

Parish Asset Grant Village Hall £      571.67 Welcome Store to VP for bulbs £     300.00 

Parish Asset Grant Village Hall £      275.81 Welcome Store to VP for Star Competition £     194.85 

Parish Asset Grant Village Hall £      250.00 SSE donation £         9.61 

Bembridge Primary School donation £   1,500.00 Wave Project £  2,997.25 

Small Grant RNLI £      100.00 (balance of Grant paid April 19)  

Small Grant Heritage £      150.00   

Small Grant Scrabble & Rummikub £      150.00   

Small Grant Jigsaw Family Support £      150.00   

Small Grant Victim Support £      100.00   

Small Grant IW Festival of the Mind £       50.00   

Small Grant Armed Forces Day £       50.00   

Sponsorship Bembridge FC £      400.00   

Sponsorship Bembridge Youth FC £      400.00   

 £  6,647.48  £  5,647.71 

 

2019/20 Precept 

At the Full Council meeting in January the Parish Council set its budget and precept for Bembridge in 2019-

20 at £162,000. This was a 1.9% increase on 2018/19 and the cost per Band D household, based on the 

2018/19 tax base, will be £1.49 per week. The Parish Council delivers a wide range of local services, 

including: public toilets, Steyne Park and the children’s play area, footpath maintenance, restoration and 

improvements to the War Memorial Gardens, green open spaces, maintenance of Lane End Cemetery, co-

ordinating beach cleaning and litter picks, tree and bulb-planting schemes around the village. Additionally, 

the Parish Council works hand-in-hand with the Village Partnership on the Dragons Den awards evening, 

Christmas Star Competition, Bembridge in Bloom, Bembridge Friendship Circle and other excellent 

initiatives such as Men in Sheds. 

 



Bembridge Parish Councillors 
 

South Ward – Cllr M Donlon, Cllr K Fagan, Cllr G Stillman, Cllr M Sullivan, Cllr S Weedall, Cllr R Widger 

North Ward – Cllr M Curtis, Cllr N Maclean, Cllr A Steane, Cllr R Weaver, Cllr L White, Vacancy 

 

Parish Office – Opening Times 

The Parish Office opening times are 9.30am to 12.30pm Appointments with the Clerk can be made outside 

of those times. 

 

Sign up to our e-Newsletter 

Did you know the Parish Council publishes a monthly e-Newsletter? We are trying to encourage as many 

residents to sign up to this service as possible, to keep you all abreast of council news, bulletins and events 

taking place around the village in an environmentally-sustainable way.   To sign up, please visit our 

homepage where you can subscribe to the mailing list or email us and we can add you to the distribution 

list ourselves. We do not share personal information with third parties.  

 

Dates for your diary 

25
th

 to 29
th

 May Flower Festival at Holy Trinity Church 

26
th

 May Bembridge Harbour Duver Dash 

27
th

 May Bembridge Street Fair, noon to 4pm 

1
st

 June Friendship Circle Plant Sale and Coffee Morning, Village Hall 10am  

8
th

 June Beach Clean 

22
th

 June Summer Festival, Steyne Park 

6
th

 July Beach Clean 

28
th

 July Festival of Sport, Steyne Park 

3
rd

 August Beach Clean 

21
st

 September Beach Clean 

Parish Meetings 

21
st

  May Planning Committee, starts 6.30pm  Village Hall 

21
st

  May Annual Parish Council Meeting, starts 7pm Village Hall 

28
th

 May Annual Parish Meeting, starts 7pm Village Hall – with Guest Speakers 

4
th

 June Planning Committee, starts 6.30pm  Village Hall 

For dates for other Committee’s check the parish website 

 

Parish Office:  open Monday to Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm 

Tele:   01983 874160   Email: clerk@bembridgepc.org.uk 

Website: www.bembridgepc.org.uk 
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