
October 2019 e-Newsletter 
 
Award Winning! 
 
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Village of the Year Awards 
At this year’s Hampshire & Isle of Wight Village of the Year Awards held on 25th September, 
Bembridge won the Open Spaces Award for the Wave Sculpture/Mural and War Memorial Gardens 
and were runners up in the Best Community Initiative Award for the Dragons Den event.   It was a 
lovely event which highlighted many different ways Parish & Town Councils and Community Groups 
are positively affecting their local communities.  We got numerous new ideas for the next year! 
  
Thank you for all your help with these projects including the Village Partnership, Bembridge 
Community Gardeners and the Parish Lengthsmen, we couldn’t do it without you.    

   
 
Best Kept Village Awards 
At this year's Best Kept Village Awards held on 26th September, Bembridge won Best Kept War 
Memorial.   The Judges said the restoration was beautiful, the WW1 corner was lovely and the whole 
memorial garden a peaceful place to be even when the village was busy.  
 
Bembridge were runners up in the Best Kept Extra Large Village. 
 
Well done to all involved in keeping our beautiful village a great place to live. 

 
 
Isle of Wight Against Scams Partnership (IWASP) 

 
PDF 
 
Autumn Litter Pick 
The next litter pick will take place on Saturday 26th October, starting at Steyne Park, Lane End 
slipway or the Point 10am. 



 
 
 
Kings Road improvements 
The improvement works to Kings Road have been approved and works will start 17th February 2020 
with a view to the works being completed by Easter. 
PDF 
 
Isle of Wight Council Consultation 
The Isle of Wight Council are carrying out a consultation into the proposed removal of BT Public Call 
Boxes across the Island.  Two boxes in Bembridge, Steyne Road and Lane End Road, are listed on the 
proposed list. 
PDF 
 
Village Partnership Star Competition 
It’s coming up to that time of year when Bembridge starts twinkling, so time to start making those 
stars! 
 

   
Bembridge Heritage 
Since our last Annual General Meeting in November 2018 Bembridge Heritage has been very busy 

looking after and sharing the village heritage. 

John Woodford has put into our care his amazing archive of Bembridge village history. In time this 

will be digitised and put onto the Bembridge Heritage database. From this collection and our own 

archives we have engaged with the village in an increasing number of ways. 

 Our main event in May was Entertaining Bembridge. This exhibition was held in the Village Hall and 

gave visitors a look back to the way village people spent their leisure hours. 

The displays and artefacts in The Bembridge Heritage Centre have attracted many visitors during its 

summer opening period. This year new displays about local fishermen and smuggling have been 

particularly popular. The permanent PLUTO display and the wonderful models are items of 

continued interest. 



We believe that establishing an outreach programme is important. We have started to take images 

and artefacts to residential homes, helping to revive memories among residents that are fun to 

share with others.  

The Library kindly allowed Bembridge Heritage to display sections of Entertaining Bembridge during 

the summer and we will continue to display there over the winter. The Lunch Club held in the 

Cloisters will plan special visits the Centre. 

The Centre concludes its regular summer opening at the end of October. However, visits can still be 

arranged by contacting 01983 872049. During the winter months we will continue planning new 

displays and working on the database. 

The winter evening programme of talks, film shows and open meetings has already started with a 

very successful evening sharing files from the John Woodford collection, using the database, 

launching Peter Frankland’s new Bembridge Heritage book about Centurion’s Copse and St Urian, 

watching a Melvyn Dennett film and enjoying sections from past exhibitions. On October 29 at 7.30 

in the Village Hall Tim Wander will talk about Culver Cliff and the IoW at War.  

Do come to our next AGM on Tuesday 26 November at 7.00pm. The business part of the evening will 
be followed by a film show. 

 
 
Bembridge Village Hall 
On Monday 23rd September Bembridge Sailing Club presented a cheque to The Village Hall Chairman 

for £3,070. The money was raised at a fundraising event in August hosted by the club with all 

proceeds from a raffle, prizes given by businesses in the village plus an auction of paintings donated 

by the Bembridge Arts Society.   

This money, together with funds raised from a charity run amounts to £3,700 and will provide the 

hall with comfortable seating for all events in the future. 

The Management Committee would like to thank most sincerely all those involved for their kind 

generosity. 

 



 
 
 
 
                    
 
Dates for your diary 
 
5th October Friendship Circle Coffee Morning, 10-12pm Village Hall 
8th October Planning Meeting 6pm Village Hall 
26th October Litter Pick, 10am Steyne Park  
26th October Bembridge Community Gardeners Coffee Morning 
29th October Planning Meeting 6pm Village Hall 
 

     


