
 

Newsletter February 2020 
 
Dear Member 
 

History can come in small packages. While searching through my 
mother’s needlework box for a needle with a larger eye – as my eyes 
need some help – I came across this. It brought back a whole bunch 
of memories. Learning to sew, watching my grandmother darn socks 
and knitting them too, and going to the newsagents to collect 
newspapers, magazines and comics, and of course some sweets! 
 
 As a child, the Woman’s Weekly was not on my radar, but I enjoyed 
any comics and looked forward to Girl each week. Eagle was meant 
for the boys but was 
great to read as 
well, when the boy 

down the road had finished with it.  My mother enjoyed her 
Woman‘s Weekly for all the tips and topics; this needle pack – 
Empire made – must have been a free gift. In fact this 
magazine is still going strong since its first edition in 1911. If 
you have small things like this that bring back childhood 
memories please share them. 
 
Our main exhibition this year is Working Bembridge: 
memories of shops and what they sold will be a key part of it.	
Here is one of the images that will help tell the story of 
newsagents in the village. This is Bartlett’s newsagents, which 
became part of the old Lloyds Bank building before moving to 
Foreland Road to the building that is now Turnbull and Maton.   
 
2020 Membership 
Welcome if you’ve just joined Bembridge Heritage or welcome back if you’ve just renewed. Our membership 
secretary Rita (who is also our president) will have sent you a thank you letter that also gives you contact 
information and dates for the year. Looking forward to seeing you at our events. 
 
Our Heritage Centre  
Our base is in part of the old village school and attached to the Community Library. During our 20-year tenure 
we have maintained a good working relationship with the building’s owners, the IWC, who now wish us to take 
on a 25-year lease. After considerable discussion, trustees have accepted the Heads of Terms as the only 
way to retain the Centre as our base. The IWC legal department is now preparing the lease document.  
 

Once we have appointed a solicitor to act for us we will be in a position to sign, provided we are content with 
the final terms. We will become responsible for all repairs but can give six months’ notice of withdrawal. As 
there is no real chance of securing better premises for the Centre in the near future, we have little choice but 
to make best use of what we have. A similar lease, but for 125 years, is being prepared for Bembridge 
Community Library. 
 

With leases in place, we hope that Bembridge Community Library and Bembridge Heritage can obtain 
sufficient funding to maintain the premises and develop their potential for broader community activities. 
 
History in the Baking 
What fun we had on Thursday night! A wonderful talk about food through the ages, with a chance to taste 
some. Dr Ruth Waller made history exciting and a real adventure. What an interesting and stimulating way to 
learn about the past and relate it to the present. I have had so much positive feedback from emails, on 
Facebook and from folk I have met in the village. Many thanks to the eight bakers who prepared the tasty 
offerings, and everyone else who helped and supported this very successful event. 
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Gill Rogers – our treasurer 
As you may be aware, Gill is moving to the mainland at the end of March. She has been inspirational in 
gaining charity status for us and overhauling our banking system. Her vision, understanding and knowledge to 
take BH forward have been extraordinary. Without her input, BH would have struggled to achieve what it has 
and to put us on the right road for the future. Every good wish to you and Charles with your new life on the 
north island. Gill, we will miss you. A big THANK YOU from all of us in BH and the village. 
 
Now I’m appealing to you…. 
. . . because we now need a treasurer, who can build on the sound foundations that Gill has laid down. Can 
you help us by managing our charity account? A kind member has offered to deal with the weekly Centre 
banking but BH needs help with the running the finances. Please let me know so that Gill can hand over the 
reins. 
 
As many of you who have been to our last few meetings may have seen, Bembridge Heritage is beginning to 
make its mark in the village. To help us achieve what we want to do for the village we need the support of a 
creative project organiser to develop new themes and ideas to engage the community. Is that you? 
 
And now, thanks 
. . . to Richard Beet who offered to list the contents of the boxes in the Heritage Centre. This work makes 
accessing the documents and artefacts much easier. On to the next stage, when we hope to get filing cabinets 
to put them in. 
. . . not forgetting all those who help to make meetings go so well. You are a great team.  
 
Working Bembridge Exhibition  
Well, I’m making progress with the history of shops, services and occupations, using the John Woodford 
archive to help with research. I welcome your thoughts, experiences, stories and artefacts about working life in 
the village. The areas still to research are traditional occupations and why people came to Bembridge to work. 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY in 2020 
There are some changes to the dates you received in your membership thank you letter:  

We have an extra meeting on 28 May and Tim Wander will be with us on 27 October. 
 

Thursday 27 February Open Meeting – Bembridge Windmill – 7.30 in the Village Hall 
Martin Light will be telling us the intriguing story of the only remaining windmill on the Island and why it 
is a valuable survivor. Poster attached, please display 

 

Thursday 26 March Open Meeting – Archive evening – 7.30 in the Village Hall 
More from the John Woodford collection, the BH Centre archive, another chunk from a past exhibition, 
a film, an opportunity to use the BH database and a chance to chat to friends over a coffee. 

 

Thursday 30 April Open Meeting – Film night – 7.30 in the Village Hall 
Melvyn Dennett will show his film The Brannon Family. Hear about the engravings of the Isle of Wight 
created by this family.  

 

Friday 8 May - VE Day  
As we have moved the May exhibition to 1 and 2 August there will possibly be a display relating to VE 
Day. Venue to be decided. 

 

Thursday 28 May – Ancestry a talk by Steve Palmer – 7.30 in the Village Hall 
 

Saturday and Sunday 1 and 2 August - Working Bembridge exhibition, sponsored by Weaver Bros. 
Information about this event was in the December and January newsletters.   

Tuesday 22 September - To be arranged. 
 

Tuesday 27 October – Tim Wander will talk about his recent book Where PLUTO Crossed the Path. 
 

Tuesday 24 November - The 2020 AGM. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at our next event 
Cheers 
V 
 
Verena Sparrow 
Chairman, Bembridge Heritage 
01983 872049 
07811057494 
verena@thesparrows.co.uk 



 


