
Newsletter July 2020 

Dear Member 
 

Phew - what a relief! Some form of normality is in sight. I hope you have kept well and creatively occupied 
during these past months. Gardens have certainly benefited from the extra care. 
 

Two main areas of Bembridge Heritage activity have kept me very busy during the lockdown. At the moment 
they are in collision with one another. 
Firstly, the Working Bembridge exhibition, for which preparations have continued in case it would be possible 
to go ahead. So far I’ve completed 50 storyboards and many information presentation books, which is about 
two thirds of the display material.  However, in view of the likely social distancing and admission arrangements 
for the Village Hall, the trustees have agreed with me that the event should be postponed until next year. 
Secondly, the move to our new Visitor Centre. Planning for this has taken time as I have mentioned in 
previous newsletters. We now have a scale floor plan. With lockdown partially lifted, the unit is being cleared in 
preparation for new electrics, decorating, flooring and then moving in. Ken Orchard and I recently met Caroline 
Weaver and the electrician to plan the placement of power points and lighting. All this will take time before we 
can confirm a move date, which may well be around the time of the proposed exhibition – so you see my 
dilemma! 
So the Working Bembridge exhibition will take place on 14 and 15 August 2021. I’m hoping that it will be a big 
part of a Bembridge-wide celebration and I am keen to work with other groups to achieve this. We have so 
much to celebrate in our village. For Bembridge Heritage, 2020 will be a time for rebirth in a new Visitor 
Centre. We will need support to get it up and running and working for the community and I will contact those 
kindly offering their help. 
 

Working women in Bembridge 
As I have been researching archive material for Working Bembridge I have noticed the lack of information 
about local work and businesses achieved by women. Yes, I know women are the driving force and support 
behind all that happens and that indeed happened in times past. However, few of their achievements (duties?) 
are recorded. Peter Chick and Ken Orchard have discovered some hidden gems. 
Did you know that over 100 years ago Bembridge laid claim to the first ever lady member of the Royal Institute 
of Naval Architects, Blanche Coules Thornycroft. Famously, in the early 1900s Bembridge had the only known 
woman cabby, Mrs John Bull, who with her horse and landau held a licence for 26 years to ply for hire. 
Businesswoman Miss Amy Attrill ran a successful dressmaking business in Sherbourne Street and was the 
organist at the Wesleyan Chapel in Kings Road (Point Hill). The role of women to support school life should 
not be underestimated and it is good to see them valued in this image from Peter Chick. 
 

He tells us - ‘These ladies served school dinners 
over a 40 year period from the days of food 
delivered to the Village Hall in vans during the 
1950s to the opening of the brand new kitchen at 
Walls Road where this picture was taken. 
My mother (2nd from the left at the back) really 
enjoyed her time running that kitchen and working 
with such a wonderful group of ladies and looking 
after and feeding the children.  
Every time I see this picture I am reminded of the 
BBC series Dinner Ladies written by Victoria 
Wood and I know that they had as much fun in 
that kitchen as any episode in that series’. 
 

If you have stories or information about other roles 
women filled in the village - like the district nurse 
or the local midwife, please tell me.  

The Yarbridge Pillbox 
Many thanks to the offers of help to keep an eye on the pillbox. First to reply was Brad Porritt, who will check it 
monthly and log any issues. This is an insurance requirement and I am very grateful to Brad for taking on this 
task. 
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Bookmarks for sale! 
Our new Visitor Centre will not only be selling our wide range of books and DVDs, but mugs, postcards, 
greeting cards, mounted prints and bookmarks. These will be based on archive images of Bembridge past and 
original local artwork. Fiona Ross has kindly given copyright permission for BH to use some of her family 
photos to be turned into cards. Peter Frankland asked Don Trappitt to design illustrations for bookmarks. The 
drawings are delightful and feature the historic gems of the village. Information about each illustration and 
Bembridge Heritage Visitor Centre will be printed on the back. Thanks to Peter for organising and Don for 
illustrating this project. 
Can you think of or organise any other ways to raise some funds? Do you have images that we can use? I 
would love to hear about them. 
 

What has BH been doing? 
The trustee/committee members have received my monthly report for their comments and decisions. The main 
issues highlighted were the postponement of the Working Bembridge exhibition and the progress of the move 
to Weaver’s Yard – both covered earlier in this newsletter. 
We are working towards claiming Gift Aid on member donations in the new year, and I have applied for a Co-
op grant to help with setting up the new Visitor Centre. There are other sources of grant funding to be looked 
at as the year progresses. 
Ken Orchard and I have continued to keep the profile of Bembridge Heritage to the fore with articles in 
Bembridge Parish News and regular posts on Facebook.  
Work on the new website is making some progress but the centre move has priority at the moment. 
Many thanks to the Parish Office who kindly responded to my request for Visitor Centre furniture with desks, 
office chairs and a cupboard for the John Woodford archive collection. We would still love filing cabinets if 
there are any that need a good home. 
 

Still a great deal to do but I’m looking forward to sending you an invitation to the grand opening of our new 
Visitor Centre. Very many thanks to all who have helped, encouraged, shared ideas and suggestions and 
mopped my brow. This centre about Bembridge past will be for Bembridge future.  
 

Bembridge Heritage would still welcome your lockdown memories for the archive. Future generations will want 
to know what happened in 2020 to make it such a pivotal year. Do send them. 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY in 2020 
 

Saturday and Sunday 1 and 2 August - Working Bembridge, sponsored by Weaver Bros.  
Postponed to 2021 

Tuesday 22 September - To be arranged. Possibly the postponed Archive evening 
Tuesday 27 October – Tim Wander will talk about his recent book Where PLUTO Crossed the Path. 
Tuesday 24 November - The 2020 AGM. – starting at 7.00pm 
Sometime in December – date to be decided – Possibly the Film Night - The Brannon Family 

 

Dates for 2021 
I have booked the following dates for events to be held in the Village Hall all at 7.30 unless stated otherwise. 
Thursday 28 January- Ancestry a talk by Steve Palmer – 7.30 in the Village Hall  
Thursday 25 February 
Thursday 25 March 
Thursday29 April 
Tuesday 25 May 
Thursday 24 June 
Saturday 14 and Sunday 15 August – Working Bembridge exhibition 
Tuesday 28 September 
Tuesday 26 October 
Tuesday 30 November – 2021 AGM – Starting at 7.00pm 
 

Hope to see you whenever our next event is. Take care and keep well. 
Cheers 
 
Verena Sparrow 
Chairman, Bembridge Heritage 
01983 872049  
07811057494 
verena@thesparrows.co.uk 
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