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Best Open Spaces Award 2019

Chairman’s Report
At the time of writing this we are all going through this difficult 
worldwide pandemic which affects us all in our day to day lives. We 
will all have to accept that things are not going back to “normal” 
for some time. But we must look forward together in a positive way.

At the Annual meeting in May 2019 I was elected as Chairman of 
Bembridge Parish Council and following the government guidelines 
for Town & Parish Councils there will be no Annual meeting in May 
2020. Therefore, I will remain in post for a further year should we 
not be able to hold an Annual Meeting, which I am happy to do. All 
other posts within BPC also remain.

Bembridge Parish Council have over the past 12 months continued 
to provide and deliver services for the whole community and will 
continue to do so through 2020. BPC are a registered Quality 
Council and once again gained 3 awards for our open spaces 
and our beautiful Memorial Garden. I would like to thank all the 
volunteers who give up their time and energy to help with projects 
and events.

Now we have secured funds to use on capital projects the village 
hall roof replacement can go ahead, protecting this valuable 
and much loved asset which has always been a top priority as 
this building is used by the whole community and many visitors. 
Tenders for the work has been advertised but this, at the time 
of going to press, is just one of the many projects on hold, these 
include the restoration of the K1 Telephone Box, restoration of the 
Village Hall windows, MUGA at Steyne Park, CCTV at Steyne Park, 
gates at Steyne Park to name a few! 

We completed numerous projects during  2019/20 including the sale 
of 5/7 High Street, the electric charging point, replacement of the 
War Memorial wall, installation of a new footpath at Steyne Park, 
opening of the new public accessible toilet in the Village Hall and 
the relocation of the Lengthsmen to their new yard on Steyne Road.

We welcomed a new member to the team in July, 
Mark Pink joined as our 2nd part time Clerk. His addition 
and professionalism will assist the continuing challenges that 
all T&P Councils face but rest assured BPC will provide and deliver 
great services for all.

As Chairman I would like to convey my immense thanks to our 
staff at Bembridge Parish Council during this challenging time. 
The Clerks have been working according to Government safety 
guidelines and have been kept busy with ensuring the services 
(where possible) are maintained for the village and have also 
been reviewing many of the policies we have in place.

I would, at this point like to point out that whilst the Office is still 
open, the door is kept locked for distancing purposes, however 
the intercom is fully functional and available for all to use.

My additional thanks should go to the Lengthsmen who are also 
working safely in accordance with Government guidelines and 
who are continuing to tend to the areas within their scope of 
responsibilities. One of which is the care of Lane End Cemetery. 

The result after many days of hard work is excellent.

Cllr Sheila Weedall



Award 
Winners!!!!!
Hampshire & Isle of Wight 
Village of the Year Awards

At this year’s Hampshire & Isle of 
Wight Village of the Year Awards held 
on 25th September, Bembridge won 
the Open Spaces Award for the Wave 
Sculpture/Mural and War Memorial 
Gardens and were runners up in the 
Best Community Initiative Award 
for the Dragons Den event. It was a 
lovely event which highlighted many 
different ways Parish & Town Councils 
and Community Groups are positively 
affecting their local communities.
 
We got numerous new ideas for 
the next year!

Wight in Bloom 2019

We won! Barbara Clough and Sheila Weedall attended The Wight in Bloom awards on Tuesday 
23rd July 2019 at Liz Earle in Ryde. Alan Titchmarsh presented all the awards and Bembridge won the 
Pride of Place Award for the War Memorial Garden. This is thanks to the hard work of the Bembridge 
Community Gardeners and the Parish Lengthsmen.

Thank you for all your help with these projects including the Village Partnership, Bembridge Community 
Gardeners and the Parish Lengthsmen and our regular Beach Clean/Litter Pick volunteers, we couldn’t 
do it without you.

Best Kept Village Awards 
At this year’s Best Kept Village Awards held on 26th September, Bembridge won Best Kept War Memorial.  
The Judges said the restoration was beautiful, the WW1 corner was lovely and the whole memorial 
garden a peaceful place to be even when the village was busy. Bembridge were runners up in the Best 
Kept Extra Large Village. 

Sign up to our 
e-Newsletter
Did you know the Parish 
Council publishes a 
monthly e-Newsletter? 

To sign up, please visit 
our homepage where 
you can subscribe to the 
mailing list or email us

Parish Office: 

Open Monday to Friday 
9.30am to 12.30pm

Telephone: 
01983 874160 

Email: 
clerk@bembridgepc.org.uk

Website: 
www.bembridgepc.org.uk

Electric Charging Point comes to Bembridge

The Electric Charging Point outside the Parish Office in Foreland 
Road is now commissioned and up and running. We are awaiting 
the Traffic Regulation Order from Island Roads (which includes the 
bay marking and signage) will hopefully complete the project soon.
The idea behind the pod is to demonstrate our commitment to 
Green Initiatives and by completing this project (thanks to the 
award of part grant funding) we are the first to install one of these 
units for the Public Highway here on the Island.

We envisage the twin fast charging unit being predominantly 
utilised by tourists and visitors to Bembridge where they can “top 
up” whilst shopping in the village or seeing local places of interest.
Commissioned and installed by Pod Point Ltd, you can download 
their app and see charging information, tariff and duration 
restrictions. You can also check charging information on the Parish 
Council Website: www.bembridgepc.org.uk

We hope we have done our part to increase the charging 
infrastructure which will in turn encourage more to invest in Electric 
Vehicles in the future.



Village Partnership Update
Cllr Margaret Donlon

It has been an interesting and successful year for the Village 
Partnership. 

Dragons Den - was as usual a great success and a huge thank 
you for all those bidding for the cash and to Steve Warburton at 
Welcome stores, Lane End for the added bonus from the in-store 
carrier bag sales. A whopping £2500 was distributed to worthy 
causes.

Village Map - A fantastic drawing has been commissioned and 
commenced and hopefully will be produced soon ( Coronavirus 
permitting) The drawing and artistry is truly amazing and 
informative and will be a great addition as a static map for the 
Village centre whilst also can be produced in leaflet form for people 
to take away. 

Star Competition - In its new format this proved to be very 
successful with many participating in the competition. Thank you, 
Sheila Weedall, the Clerks and also the Judges. 

K1 telephone restoration - After grant funding of £1695.00 was 
received, work has commenced on this. Unfortunately, these works 
will take longer than planned due to Covid-19.

Road Safety - After the fantastic work by Cllr Grant Stillman, 
reported parking problems were tackled in and around the 
Village and the necessary Traffic Regulation Orders in the area of 
Walls Road and in the village centre were finally implemented by 
Island Roads. The area around the School in Walls Road has been 
especially commented on as being a much safer zone for children 
and other pedestrians. 

Kings Road Alteration Scheme - The works at Kings Road and 
Station Road have been delayed due to Covid-19. Thank you Cllr 
Grant Stillman for all your hard work in getting the project to this 
stage at no cost to the Parish Council. Also a big thank you to those 
parishioners who took the time to comment in favour of this scheme 
at the last Consultation Day. 

Telephone Kiosks - Due to the removal of the telephone kiosks by 
BT at Lane End and Steyne Park, we discussed an alternative use 
for the spaces. Initially we are looking at Lane End. A redundant red 
telephone box has been purchased and is being refurbished. It will 
be filled with plants and should be a colourful addition to the area.

Bembridge Community Gardeners - They all continue to work 
very hard to make the village look so beautiful. A grant of £350 has 
been awarded to them to purchase plants for this purpose.

Coronavirus (Covid-19) - Due to this the following 
events have either been postponed or cancelled: 

Keep Britain Tidy Litter Pick 
VE Day celebrations (see notice on the Website for the Front 
Garden Celebrations) The Parish Council are supporting 
celebrating this and will put together any photographs etc 
online. 
Beach cleans 
Dragons Den (we have two new members to the panel, Jane 
Holman and Cllr Jay Chapman) 
Spring walk These are difficult time and we are grateful 
for the tremendous support and community spirit in this 
wonderful village.
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In the 12 months since the last review, Bembridge Parish Council (BPC) has considered 58  planning applications and cited BNDP policies in 93% of its recommendations 
compared to 95% last year. The Isle of Wight Council (IWC) has determined 50 of these applications and  cited BNDP policies in 98% of cases compared to 88% 
last year. The BNDP contains 30 policies of which a small core of policies (three in total) continue to see the most use. These relate to design and the environment.  
Overall, there continues to be an under-use of the whole range of policies.

Over the current review period, 47 planning applications have been granted approval by IWC. This was contrary to the BPC’s recommendation in 5 cases. The 
IWC has refused 3 planning applications, one of which was contrary to the BPC who recommended approval. The review reveals that 28 (49%) of the planning 
applications in Bembridge relate to householder schemes, 14 (24%) relate to planning applications for residential development which has yielded a total of 9 
dwellings of which 6 are replacements for existing dwellings thus resulting in a net increase of just 3 new dwellings. A copy of the full annual report is available 
for inspection at the Bembridge Parish Council office or may be viewed on the Parish Council website.

Bembridge Neighbourhood Development Plan Annual Report 2019 summary

Green Towns Report
Cllr Sheila Weedall

Bembridge Green towns Volunteers and residents plus our 2 County Cllrs 
once again turned up throughout 2019 to our beach Cleans and Litter 
picks and at our first 2020 Beach Clean. These continue to be a great 
success and help keep our beautiful beach and village clean and tidy for 
all to enjoy. Using the grant money received we secured new equipment 
and hi-viz waistcoats which makes the task of litter picking easier.

The Steering group worked hard to ensure that the Village looked at 
its best for the annual judging of The IOW Best Kept village. Bembridge 
won the best kept Memorial Garden, comments were about the fantastic 
planting by the community gardeners and the overall restoration and 
maintenance by BPC.

Using the funds collected by Welcome Store we were able to plant more 
daffodil bulbs in some of the road verges and this year have taken on 2 
verges one at the top of Howgate Road and part of the grassed area at 
Paddock Drive to sow wildflower seeds. This if it is successful will hopefully 
see more wildflowers around the village. The large grass mound in Lane 
End Cemetery has also been planted with snow drops and bee bomb 
wildflower plugs.

You are all welcome to join us for after this difficult time has passed, and 
things slowly get back to normal. All information can be found on BPC 
web site or by contacting the Parish office. Working together we can 

continue to make Bembridge a great place to live and in the future visit.

Where the Isle of Wight leads, 
Britain follows
Cllr Michael Murwill 

I hope that you are well and staying safe. 
The first three years of being the elected member for the ward has 
passed so quickly; however, no-one could have predicted how 
events of the last few months would have unfurled.   
The Coronavirus pandemic has been the largest challenge for 
the world since the Second World War. It is a time to put political 
allegiances to one side and concentrate on what is best for the 
whole of the Island (and further). Key to overcoming this is the need 
to maintain our social distancing, be mindful and caring of others 
and keep safe.  
Despite the lockdown, where possible, Council matters continue, 
and I have been busy every day answering ward residents’ questions 
and queries related to the Coronavirus and other matters. If you do 
have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me direct. 
We are now all looking at our lives in a different way and going 
forward, both our social and business lives, will undoubtedly 
change. I hope that community groups emerging from the 
lockdown continue to grow and be well supported in the future. 
The use of modern technology is increasing, from family/friends 
to businesses using the internet to “meet”, to the use of drones for 
transporting medicines. 
The confidence that the Government has shown with the Island in 
choosing us to pilot the new NHS COVID-19 app was verified when 
over 50,000 residents registered for it within two days. 
I continue to be very proud to represent the Ward on the Isle of 
Wight Council and will continue to be a strong voice for residents in 
the year ahead. I thank everyone for their ongoing support. 

E mail: Michael.murwill@iow.gov.uk

Tel: 07754 463 040

          Councillor Michael Murwill                     cllrmurwill

The Bembridge Neighbourhood Development Plan (BNDP) came into force on 28th July 2014 and forms an integral part of the Isle of Wight Council’s Development 
Plan for the purposes of guiding and determining planning applications in the Bembridge Parish.The Bembridge Village 
Partnership has commissioned the fifth Annual Report as part of the monitoring process of the BNDP.



DRAGONS DEN STAR COMPETITION

BEMBRIDGE IN BLOOM

Dragons Den
Fabulous night at the Bembridge Youth & 

Community Centre, hosted by Cllr Grant Stillman 
and judged by Dragons Cllr Margaret Donlon, 
Steve Warburton, Keith Cook and Cllr Richard 

Weaver from the Bembridge Village Partnership 
Group. 

They awarded:

Windmills Pre-School £200 

Bembridge FC £200

Brownies £150 

Friends Holy Trinity £200

Primary School £250 

Heritage Society £360

Trinity Church Mice £250 

Men in Sheds £150

Cricket Club £200 

Community Gardenrs £150

Scouts £290 

Bembridge Belles WI £100 

Trinity Church Mice and Bembridge Heritage 
were awarded £220.75 each from the Welcome 

Store Bonus and were presented with their 
cheques by Steve Warburton.

Bembridge in Bloom 
Winners

Sponsored by Hose, Rhodes & Dickson

Best Large Front Garden

1st Mr & Mrs T Burrows, 15 Lincoln Way

Best Small Front Garden

1st Mrs D Hicks, 7 The Ruskins

Best Containerised Frontage

1st Mr & Mrs A Carslaw, 17 Egerton Road

Best Sustainable Front Garden

1st Mr & Mrs Shelvey, 9 Egerton Road

Best Large Commercial Premises

1st Mr J Chapman, The Old Village Inn

Best Small Commercial Premises

1st Mr G Hawkins, Woodfords Butchers, 

26 High St

Best Initiative Involving Children or Young 
People Special Award

1st Windmills Preschool Walls Road

Village Partnership 
Star Competition

The Star Competition Awards took place on 
Friday 13th December and the winners were:

Family Winners: 
18 Walls Road

Runners UP: 32 Meadow Drive

Business Winners: 
The Limes Residential Home
Runner Up: The Old Village Inn

Charity/Group Winners: 
Bembridge, St Helens & Seaview Sea 

Scouts, Mitten Road
Runners Up: Windmills Preschool, Walls Road



Bembridge Friendship Circle

2019 saw the launch of our Mystery Bus Tours – destinations have 
included Dimbola Lodge, the Isle of Wight Distillery at the Wishing 
Well, Ryde for a Gin tasting! And Busy Bee to see the Christmas 
World display.

We are actively fund raising for a new bus as the current bus is ten 
years old and is starting to show its age. We are applying to various 
sources for funding.

The bus is used by various community groups to ensure access to 
social events such as the twice weekly luncheon club at the Cloisters 
and Coffee mornings at the Village Hall. It is also used by Bembridge 
Primary School, Scouts and Football Club.

Why not come along and support the Friendship Circle on the 1st 
Saturday of the month from 10am – 12pm in the Village Hall at our 
Coffee morning. There are Raffle tickets, Bric-a-Brac, books and 
homemade cakes for sale. We also have live music! The monthly 
draw for 150 Club Lottery takes place at the Coffee Morning as well, 
three cash prizes often total £50. Tickets are still available if you 
would take part. Come and join us for coffee and a cake!

Bembridge Heritage Society

We feel honoured to have custody of the John Woodford Archive 
for the village. Although saddened by his death last February he 
continues to inspire Bembridge Heritage in all we do to preserve 
and share our village heritage for future generations.

This year Bembridge Heritage achieved charity status. This will 
enable us to develop our aims and new initiatives within the 
community. Our membership, now nearly 200, receives a monthly 
newsletter that shares information about local history and events.
Our open meetings have attracted an average of 100 members and 
guests, who have enjoyed discovering the importance of Culver Cliff 
in WW2, hearing how special Bembridge Windmill is and sampling 
food enjoyed in past times. Members have also delved into the 
archives, looked at inspiring films and used our ever-developing 
database.

We were involved with other organisations in community projects. 
With Vectis Forties Vintage we cleaned the Yarbridge Pillbox; 
we visited care homes to help residents recall their early lives; 
contributed to the flower Festival and Bembridge Parish News.
The highlight of the year was Entertaining Bembridge. Our annual 
exhibition showcased our impressive archive to the village and 
beyond.

However, the fabric of the Heritage Centre has deteriorated, with 
roof leaks and increasing damp threatening the archive. So we are 
moving to a new centre in Weaver’s Yard – once the current Covid-19 
lockdown is over. This new centre will enable the community to be 
more involved in our activities and where we can welcome visitors 
throughout the year.



Update on Bembridge Men in 
Sheds (B-MIS) 2019-20
By Ian Graham – April 2020

B-MIS had a very busy year working on the sheds and in the 
community.

We started last April with the second shed (a storage container 
being delivered to Steyne Park. It turned out that the interior was in 
extremely poor condition, so we had to strip it back to the metal frame 
and then completely rebuild the interior with new walls, flooring and 
ceiling, paint the interior and the outside roof, build workbenches 
and adapt to fit major tools. The exterior of both sheds has been 
painted dark green to meet the planning permission requirement. 
The initial poor state of the storage container has given us a lot of 
unexpected work but was good fun and most of the materials were 
funded from the National Lottery grant received in April last year. 
A Wight-Aid Grant allowed us to put in a water supply to the first 
shed and to buy a range of small tools. Since then we have replaced 
our temporary power supply with a full electrical installation, again 
funded by the Lottery Grant. All our grant money has now been 
spent and detailed breakdown of every item of expenditure sent to 
the donators for their records.

Thanks is also due to the Parish Lengthsmen who have provided 
a proper path to our sheds which, given the extremely wet winter/
spring, will be a great asset going forwards. The role of Age UK 
with Island Sheds has now changed as their project to help set-up 
new sheds has completed - we are very grateful to Age UK for the 
support they have offered over the last two years.

In the community we have built and deployed two village planters, 
painted the community bus garage with fire retardant, painted the 
rear kitchen in the Village Hall, defined and agreed a plan to enable 
the football club to benefit from a spur from our electrical supply, 
built bird boxes with residents in the Limes, run an apple press event 
with the Scouts, painted the Scout Hut hall and, of course, done a 
range of work with the National Trust to raise money for new sweeps 
for the Windmill. We have managed to raise over £1,200 from the 
sale of items made from the old windmill wood with displays at the 
Village Spring Fair and Christmas Fair, at ShedFest in Sandown, at 
Mottistone’s Christmas Fair, in Bembridge Library, at the NT autumn 
coffee morning and at Bembridge Heritage’s windmill talk.

Within the group we have had talks on model making, a flight 
over London, WW2 aircraft carriers and electric cars. Many of our 
members are of course in the ‘vulnerable’ group for Covid-19 so all 
shed activity has had to be parked for the time being. However, we 
have donated the PPE we had just bought in February for the shed 
to St Helen’s Medical Centre along with some other items individual 
members donated. When lockdown eases, we are in a strong 
position to get up and fully running again and new members are, of 
course, always welcome.

Bembridge Lunch Club

Bembridge Lunch Club has continued to meet every Tuesday & 
Thursday this year in The Cloisters for a delicious 2 course lunch with 
tea/coffee & a chat. On average 32 members have attended each 
session, beautifully cooked & presented by Michael & served by a 
wonderful team of volunteers.

There have been a couple of highlights: in June Margaret Lauder 
celebrated her 100th Birthday and in December we had the 
Christmas Party. Margaret’s insisted that her birthday, a Tuesday, 
was celebrated at Lunch Club with her family, who kindly provided 
some wine, & Michael made a cake. Happy birthday & ‘for she’s a jolly 
good fellow’ was sung loudly led by Robert Barnes. The Christmas 
party went with a swing. Don Trappit welcomed members playing 
carols on his accordion, thus helping to create a festive atmosphere, 
the Cloisters was decorated & 45 members managed to squeeze in 
for Turkey and all the trimmings & Christmas pudding followed by 
a raffle.

A special thank you goes to the team of volunteers who welcome 
members to each session either at the desk, in the kitchen or serving 
& clearing the meals. Also, to the drivers who turn up with the 
Friendship Circle minibus to collect members, bring them to lunch 
& take them home again, without their help many members would 
be unable to attend.

Unfortunately, because of Covid -19 Lunch Club had to close at 
the beginning of March with an opening date uncertain. Anyone 
interested in either attending Lunch Club when it reopens or 
volunteering, please call Liz White on 07785290075 or e-mail 
whiteemh59@gmail.com



Balance Sheet for 2019/20

BEMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCILLORS

South Ward  Cllr M Donlon, Cllr K Fagan, Cllr G Stillman, Cllr M Sullivan, Cllr S Weedall, Cllr R Widger

North Ward  Cllr J Chapman, Cllr M Curtis, Cllr N Maclean, Cllr A Steane, Cllr R Weaver, Cllr L White

Current Assets
Debtors   £ 201.86
VAT recoverable  £ 3,081.29
Cash in hand  £ 288,547.21

TOTAL ASSETS  £ 291,830.36
Current Liabilities                    -£ 612.00
NET ASSETS  £ 291,218.36

Represented by
General Fund Balance £ 88,058.45
Earmarked Reserves £ 31,698.60
Capital Reserves  £ 171,461.31
   £ 291,218.36

The end of year internal auditor’s report can be found on our website, by visiting:
https://www.bembridgepc.org.uk/document-library/documents/finance-transparency/

Grants and Sponsorship 2019/20

Village Hall Management Parish Asset Grant £ 250.00 IWC Precept Grant 2019/20 Grant £ 957.00
Men in Sheds Small Grant £ 150.00 D Faulkner Donation £ 136.60
Windmills Preschool Small Grant £ 150.00 Southern Electric Donation £ 9.61
Bembridge FC Sponsorship £ 400.00 IWC Grant - Electric Charging Point Grant £ 5,000.00
Bembridge Youth FC Sponsorship £ 400.00 High Street Community Clean Up Grant Grant £ 1,500.00
Bembridge Community Bus Donation £ 2,000.00 M Pink Donation £ 15.00
IW CAB Small Grant £ 50.00 HRD - Bembridge in Bloom Sponsorship £ 200.00
BYCC - Fireworks Donation £ 500.00 HALC Award Awarded £ 100.00
Bembridge Cricket Club Small Grant £ 159.00 Best Kept Village Awarded £ 100.00
IW Armed Forces Day Small Grant £ 75.00 Warburtons Bulb Donation Donation £ 342.62
Bembridge Cricket Club Sponsorship £ 200.00 East Wight Landscape partnership -  Grant £1271.25 
    K1 Telephone
Rummikub & Scrabble Club Small Grant £ 150.00 
Bembridge Heritage Small Grant £ 250.00
Bembridge Belles Dragons Den £ 100.00
Bembridge Community  Dragons Den  £150.00
Gardeners
Men in Sheds Dragons Den £ 150.00
Bembridge Heritage Dragons Den £ 360.00
Friends of Holy Trinity Dragons Den £ 200.00
Bembridge FC Dragons Den £ 200.00
Bembridge Scouts Dragons Den £ 290.00
Trinity Mice Dragons Den £ 250.00
Bembridge Primary School Dragons Den £ 250.00
Windmills Preschool Dragons Den £ 200.00

                                      £ 6,884.00                             £ 9,632.08

Paid Received 

The sale of 5/7 High Street 
completed in October 2019 with a 
sale price of £185,000. 

Following costs, £175,765.60 funds 
were placed in a high interest 
account to be spent on Capital 
Projects agreed by Full Council.


