
APPENDIX B 

Chairman’s Announcements 21st July 2020 

 

Welcome to the first Full Council meeting since January. We have all been through quite a lot in that 

time. I would like to give you an update on all things Bembridge Parish Council during the lock down 

and how things are slowly and carefully getting back to the new normal! 

From the beginning, the Parish Office has remained open for business. The front door was locked but 

the use of the intercom system proved to be invaluable as the Clerks used the guidance at the time 

and adapted their way of working and in a safe way. This enabled the day to day running of the 

Council to become largely unaffected.  The office became an information point for the many local 

volunteers and dealt with many questions and worries from residents via intercom/phone and e 

mail. 

A suitable safe way of working for the Lengthsmen was adopted so that they could continue to 

provide all the services that we as a Council deliver – it worked very well. The day to day maintance 

of public spaces and rights of way footpaths continued, with grass cutting/ emptying of bins on a 

regular basis and additional litter picking of Steyne Park and general maintance carried out. They 

were also on call for any type of problem that arose (household rubbish left in Lane End Cemetery as 

an example) They also have been responsible for siting Public Closure Notices for both the Play Park 

and Public Conveniences in Steyne Park – both facilities have been checked on a regular basis. 

While the Public toilets were closed, the contract cleaner carried out a deep clean on ALL 4 sets of 

facilities and when it was safe to do so Lane End toilet and the Village Toilet were opened and 

cleaned and stocked with soap and towels twice a day. So, the Toilet Cleaning contract was 

delivered.  All facilities were opened on Saturday 4th July following on from Government guidance, 

with signs in place to encourage continued safety advice relating to Covid-19. 

In this time of lock down the Parish Council Annual Report was drafted, printed and delivered to 

every household in Bembridge. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our professional staff whom individually and as a 

team played their part in continuing to deliver for Bembridge during this unprecedented time. 

 

 


