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VE Day Celebrations 
 
Bembridge Parish Council is supporting this event as it has sadly had to cancel its own event to mark 
the anniversary. Why not take pictures of your day and your decorations and send them to us and 
we will collate and publish some of them to show how Bembridge celebrated the anniversary 
despite the lockdown. 
 

 
 
Chairman’s Announcement  
 
As Chairman I would like to convey my immense thanks to our staff at Bembridge Parish Council 
during this challenging time.  
The Clerks have been working according to Government safety guidelines and have been kept busy 
with ensuring the services (where possible) are maintained for the village and have also been 
reviewing many of the policies we have in place. 
I would, at this point like to point out that whilst the Office is still open, the door is kept lock for 
distancing purposes, however the intercom is fully functional and available for all to use. 
My additional thanks should go to the Lengthsmen who are also working safely in accordance with 
Government guidelines and who are continuing to tend to the areas within their scope of 
responsibilities. One of which is the care of Lane End Cemetery. The result after many days of hard 
work is excellent. 
Cllr Sheila Weedall 



 
 
Coronavirus – Bembridge Volunteer Group 

  

 

Scam Alerts 

Criminals are exploiting the COVID-19 pandemic to defraud people.  

 

Below are some of the most common scams to be aware of: 

 

EMAIL, TEXT AND PHONE CALL SCAMS:  

• An unexpected email from the government offering you money.  

• The 'infection list' scam mimicking the World Health Organisation (WHO) claiming to provide 

a list or map of local infections. 

• An email from HM Government asking for donations for the NHS. 

• An HMRC email stating you are ‘eligible to receive a tax refund’. 

• Sale of fake COVID-19 swabbing tests, supplements, and anti-virus kits. 

• A text message asking you to pay a fine as it says you have been ‘recorded as leaving your 

home on three occasions’ during the lockdown.  

• A phone call stating ‘government guidelines now require everyone to wear a mask outside 

the house, press 1 to purchase your mask’. 

DOORSTEP CRIME  



• Cleansing services that offer to clean drives and doorways to kill bacteria or offering to 

'decontaminate' the inside of your home.  

• Bogus healthcare workers offering to take your temperature or provide 'home-testing' for 

the virus. 

• Criminals offering to do your shopping. They take the money and do not return. 

Trading Standards are warning residents when on social media or the internet to be very careful 

of “pop up” advertising. These tend to be “too good to be true” offers, free trial products that 

you will receive but they will then continue to debit your account monthly for large sums of 

money. One Island resident reported that she clicked on one of these adverts for a new face 

cream and received her trial sample but was devastated to realise later that her account had 

been debited a further two times for the sum of £199 

Please do not click on pop-up adverts and if you do look very closely at the small print and 

perhaps google the company and any reviews as very often victims will put their comments 

online. Be very careful about who you give your bank details to – check them out before giving 

over any information. 

Remember – if it sounds too good to be true it probably is 

 

ADVICE AND SUPPORT: 

Always question unsolicited calls, texts or emails requesting your personal or financial information 

(name, address, bank details). To verify the company contact them directly using a known email or 

phone number. For advice on cybercrime, or to report suspicious emails, visit 

www.ncsc.gov.uk/cyberaware Anyone who has been a victim of fraud or cybercrime can report it 

online at www.actionfraud.police.uk or call 0300 123 2040 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

New Online Advice and Support For Victims of Crime 
 

 

 

The Victim Care Service, funded by the Police and Crime Commissioner and provided by 
Victim Support, has launched a new website to ensure anyone affected by crime in 
Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Portsmouth and Southampton can access support and advice. 
  
The website www.hampshireiowvictimcare.co.uk offers tips on how to protect yourself from 
different types of crime and advice on what to do if you experience them. It also includes a 
comprehensive database of organisations that can be searched by individuals and 
professionals looking to meet a specific support need. 
  
The Victim Care Service provides support for victims and witnesses of crime to cope with, and 
recover from, the harmful effects of the crime they have experienced. The Victim Care Service 
is open to all victims, no matter what the type of crime, regardless of whether the crime has 
been reported to the police or not, and no matter how recently or how long ago the crime 
took place. 
  
The service also has specialist teams who deal with the most vulnerable victims for example 
those who have experienced domestic or sexual abuse and children from the age of four 
upwards.  

http://www.ncsc.gov.uk/cyberaware
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
http://www.hampshireiowvictimcare.co.uk/
https://twitter.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/images/msgTypes/Mt6P5.jpg


  
Police and Crime Commissioner, Michael Lane, said: “While we have seen our communities 
pull together to help each other during this time, sadly, we have also seen those who wish us 
harm exploiting the situation to take advantage of the vulnerable. I would like to remind 
everyone that the police are still working to fight crime, protect victims and tackle anti-social 
behaviour. And equally reinforce that support services for victims like the Victim Care Service 
very much remain in place and stand ready to offer help and advice. This new website 
complements the support over the phone that the Victim Care Service continues to provide 
during the pandemic.” 
  
Victim Care Service freephone number 0808 178 1641. The service is open from 9am-5pm 
Monday to Friday but there is also a Live Chat service that is contactable 24/7 on Victim 
Support’s website. 
   

Latest News from IWC 
 
The mobile coronavirus (Covid-19) testing facility is available at 1Leisure Medina. 
Bookings can be made by calling 03333 218865. 
As announced by government, the eligibility criteria for tests has changed, and tests are now being 
offered to a wider group of people. 
This includes: 
• keyworkers or member(s) of their household who have started to experience Covid-19 
symptoms in the last five days. 
• all workers who cannot work from home and any member(s) of their household who have 
started to experience Covid-19 symptoms in the last five days: and 
• those aged over 65 and any member(s) of their household who have started to experience 
Covid-19 symptoms in the last five days. 
It remains important to appreciate that this is part of a continued developing response and further 
review continues to ensure that sufficient capacity is available to test all those who meet the 
eligibility criteria, and to ensure they can get a test. 
In addition, we are pleased to be able to confirm the mobile facility will transition to being a fixed 
provision for testing on the Island, remaining at 1Leisure Medina car park, but staffed by NHS 
colleagues from next week. 
It will be available on Saturday (2 May) and then the testing facility will be open initially from 
Monday to Saturday, from 9am until 2.30pm each day. It will be an official Satellite Testing Centre 
(STC) of the National Testing Programme. 
The process for testing will continue to be provided as it has been and can be used by people in cars 
or on foot. 
We are pleased to be able to confirm that from next week, the mobile facility will transition to being 
a fixed provision for testing on the Island. 
For testing on Island, all users are strongly advised to contact 03333 218865 before setting off to find 
out if they are eligible for testing, and to obtain an appointment, which will reduce the chance of 
having to wait or declined a test. 
On contacting the appointment booking line, you will be provided with advice about eligibility, what 
you need to bring (including employment identification) with you to the test as well as information 
about what to expect. 
The Island facility has been arranged through close partnership working of the Local Resilience 
Forum (LRF) to enable key workers who have started to experience symptoms of Covid-19 within the 
past five days, to access local testing facilities, rather than having to travel to the mainland. 
As well as testing being made available on the Island, the central government testing initiative using 
the postal service has been launched, with a limited number of tests per day. 
Full information in relation to how essential workers and others can access testing in this way can be 
found on the government website: https://self-referral.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/  
 
Coronavirus test, track and trace plan launched on Isle of Wight 

• Isle of Wight announced as first phase of new ‘test, track and trace’ programme 

https://self-referral.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/
https://iow-newsroom.prgloo.com/news/coronavirus-test-track-and-trace-plan-launched-on-isle-of-wight


• Roll-out of NHS COVID-19 App to begin with the Island’s NHS and council staff tomorrow, 
with all Island residents to get access from Thursday 

• Data privacy and security paramount, with National Cyber Security Centre involved in app 
development 

• The app will be complemented by enhanced contact tracing using existing methods online 
and over the phone 

 

Isle of Wight residents will be the first to be offered access to a new contact tracing app, as part of 
Government action to test, track and trace to minimise the spread of Covid-19 and move towards 
safely reducing lockdown measures. 

Everyone on the Island will receive access to the official NHS COVID-19 contact tracing app from this 
Thursday, with NHS and council staff able to download from 4pm tomorrow, Tuesday 5 May. 

Part of a new test, track and trace programme, the app will work together with enhanced contact 
tracing services and swab testing for those with potential Covid-19 symptoms to help minimise the 
spread of Covid-19. 

Developed by NHSX, the technology arm of the health service, and a team of world-leading scientists 
and doctors, the app is designed to significantly speed up contact tracing, helping reduce the chance 
of the virus spreading by enabling us to rapidly identify people most at risk of infection so they can 
take action to protect themselves, the people they care about and the NHS. 

When someone reports symptoms through the app, it will detect any other app users that the 
person has been in significant contact with over the past few days, including unknown contacts such 
as someone they may have sat next to on public transport. 

The app will be able to anonymously alert these contacts and provide advice, including how to get a 
test to confirm whether or not they do have Covid-19. Users will be able order tests through the app 
shortly. 

For those who may not have access to the app, or the ability to use a smartphone, there will be an 
option to report symptoms and order tests in other ways. 

As the integrated service develops, everyone who reports symptoms, including app users, will also 
be asked to record recent contacts using an online service (or through a telephone interview if they 
prefer), so that contact tracers can reach all contacts who may be at risk, whether or not those 
contacts are app users. 

 Contacts will then be alerted either by the app or by email/telephone - advising them to self-isolate 
or offering public health advice. 

As the test, track and trace programme rolls out nationally, expected in mid-May, Public Health 
England will oversee the deployment of 18,000 additional contact tracers to support the 
programme. 

This first phase is a major step forwards in government’s next phase of the coronavirus strategy and 
will improve understanding of how this new integrated approach to test, track and trace will work 
for the rest of the population. 

NHS and council staff will be emailed a download link on Tuesday afternoon. From Thursday the app 
will then open for all residents on the Isle of Wight. 

All households will receive a leaflet with clear instructions on how to download and use the app on 
Thursday, and a targeted marketing campaign will begin on Friday. 

Health Secretary Matt Hancock said:  



“The Isle of Wight is playing a vital role with this pioneering work to help keep Britain safe. This will 
pave the way for a nationwide roll-out when the time is right. 

“Coronavirus is one of the greatest challenges our country has ever faced and this app will play a 
vital role in getting Britain back on her feet. 

“The app will help control the spread of coronavirus by alerting people they may have come into 
contact with it and recommending appropriate action. 

“This ground-breaking technology, combined with our heroic frontline health and social care staff, 
and both a nationwide contact tracing testing programme will ensure that we remain in the best 
position to move toward easing the lockdown. 

Matthew Gould, chief executive of NHSX said: 

"Technology can help us get the country back on its feet. 

“By launching the NHS Covid-19 app we can reduce transmission of the virus by alerting people who 
may have been exposed, so they can take action to protect themselves, the people they care about 
and the NHS.  

“When combined with testing and enhanced web and phone contact tracing, this will help the 
country return to normality and beat coronavirus.” 

Deputy chief medical officer, Professor Jonathan Van Tam said:  

“By widespread testing those suspected to be infected with coronavirus, tracing their contacts and 
where appropriate advising them to self-isolate, we can slow the onward spread of the virus. 

"This new app-based system, developed by technology experts in partnership with clinicians and 
scientists, will run alongside traditional contact tracing by PHE. If uptake and use is widespread it will 
give us the greatest room for manoeuvre to ease other social distancing measures.” 

Dr Yvonne Doyle, medical director and director of health protection at Public Health England said:  

 “Alongside the NHS Covid-19 app, PHE’s phone and web-based contact tracing will be a critical part 
of the Government’s strategy to get the country back to normal. 

“Taking these first steps on the Isle of Wight will help us prepare for a scale up of our contact tracing 
capacity, with an 18,000 strong team ensuring the contacts of confirmed Covid-19 cases are 
followed up and given the information they need.” 

The government has collaborated internationally and learned from examples of best practice across 
the world, which has informed the development of a bespoke approach that is right for the unique 
needs of the UK.  

The app uses similar Bluetooth Low Energy technology to that employed by Australia, Norway, and 
Singapore among others. 

The privacy and security of users’ data is a priority and NHSX has involved experts from the National 
Cyber Security Centre to advise on best practice through the app’s development. Data will only ever 
be used for NHS care, management, evaluation and research and the NHS will comply fully with the 
law around its use, including the Data Protection Act. 

The Isle of Wight was chosen to trial the project because it has a single NHS Trust that covers all NHS 
services on the Island. 



Its geography as an Island with a sizeable population makes it an ideal place to introduce the NHS 
COVID-19 app and wider testing service in its initial roll-out period. 

Isle of Wight Council leader, Dave Stewart said: 

“On behalf of the Island I am very pleased we can be the first place to use this new digital technology 
in the country. 

“I have always been keen to ensure we keep our special community safe from the virus but at the 
same time explore ways to enable us to get back up on our feet and move forward from it. This 
scheme offers the tightly controlled approach we need to help us do just that. 

“Widespread tracing and testing holds the key to this ambition and if we are able to help the country 
move forward then the Island will also have done its part in helping government in tackling this virus 
and re building our lives through safe social distancing when the time is right. 

“I am sure Islanders will rise to the challenge and help avoid post lockdown spread of the virus and 
keep people as safe as possible.” 

The ambition of test and trace is to enable the UK to start to come out of some elements of 
lockdown. This will be a gradual process and our experts are considering how best to do this in a way 
that keeps citizens safe and protects our NHS.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
     
 
 
     


