
   

BEMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 
BIODIVERSITY AND CRIME AND DISORDER STATEMENT 

 

Crime and Disorder 
 
The Parish Council acknowledges its duty to consider crime and disorder implications when 
exercising its various functions and the need to do all that it reasonably can to prevent crime 
and disorder in its area, in accordance with Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998.  
 
The Parish Council are responsible for the management and operation of a CCTV system at 
Steyne Park and outside the Parish Office which will also assist with our village’s Dementia 
Friendly Status. 
 
The Parish Council holds regular Police Surgeries in the Parish Office with the local PCSO.  
Issues raised by residents and visitors are reported to the PCSO via email.   
 
The Parish Council uses its noticeboards, newsletters, website and social media to highlight 
issues and alerts with residents from the Police and Trading Standards.   The Parish Council is 
a Partner with IWASP (Isle of Wight Against Scams Partnership), who issue the latest scam 
warnings that have been detected on the Isle of Wight or by its residents. 
 
The Planning Committee consider crime prevention when commenting on planning 
applications.  
 

Bio Diversity 
 
The parish of Bembridge lies at the most eastern point of the Isle of Wight and comprises an 
area of 915 hectares, 322 of which are designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.   
Surrounded on three sides by water, Bembridge has 7 km of coastline which is covered by the 
international designations of Ramsar, Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Special 
Protected Areas (SPA) and the national designation Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).  
The coastline, harbour and much of the adjacent low-lying land is within Flood Zones 2 and 3a 
and 3b. 
 
Bembridge is home to a population of 3682 (National Office of Statistics, June 2013) 
principally concentrated within the built-up settlement.   However, the parish does have 
scattered and dispersed residential dwellings within its outer lying rural areas. 
 
In 2011 the Bembridge Conservation Area was designated and comprises three Character 
Areas covering, respectively, the Historic Core, Coastal Edge and The Harbour.  Within the 
parish there are 32 Grade II listed buildings and one Grade I listed building, this latter building 
being Bembridge Windmill which was built circ 1702.   The history and heritage of the parish is 
recorded and displayed in the Bembridge Heritage Centre.   
 



There are 54 Tree Preservation Orders within the parish (2014). 
 
In 1867 Bembridge received its first RNLI lifeboat.  Since this time the lifeboats, both inshore 
and offshore, have been a feature of the Bembridge shoreline with the boats and facilities being 
upgraded over the years to provide the latest technology for saving lives at sea. 
 
Bembridge Harbour boasts a sailing club, a yacht club, two marinas and moorings for over 500 
boats.   There is an RSPB nature reserve on the low lying marshland. 
 
Striking a balance between residential and commercial interests, Bembridge offers a variety of 
educational opportunities and supports a full spectrum of recreational, intellectual and 
charitable activities. 
 
Bembridge Parish Council supports the Bembridge Neighbourhood Development Plans 
Vision Statement:  To maintain and enhance the unique self-contained character of 
Bembridge Village whilst permitting small scale sustainable growth that is in line with 
the needs and wishes of the community. 
 
Planning applications are scrutinised and comments submitted to the Planning Authority 
endeavouring to ensure that the environment is not, in any way, harmed by any development 
proposal itself or the work required in delivering it in accordance with the Bembridge 
Neighbourhood Development Plan which was approved by referendum in July 2014.  For more 
information see our website: https://www.bembridgepc.org.uk/planning/bembridge-
neighbourhood-development-plan/  
 
The Parish Office is situated off the village High Street and has recently installed an electric 
vehicle charging point directly outside the office on the public highway, the first on the Isle of 
Wight.  This helps in a small way with reducing the carbon footprint of the village and 
providing a service to residents and visitors with electric cars, as charging points are limited on 
the Isle of Wight.   
 
The Parish Council owns: 

• Steyne Park and has a long lease on the adjoining Playing Field, which between them have 2 

adult football pitches, 6 youth football pitches, a cricket pitch, cricket nets and an old 

basketball court which is on the Parish Council’s Forward Plan to update.  A Trim Trail around 

the outskirts of both fields is also on the Forward Plan following numerous consultations. The 

Fields are surrounded by trees and hedges which are regularly inspected and working parties 

arranged when necessary to carry out any further planting with the Parish Lengthsmen.  The 

Andrew Swallow Memorial Garden is situated at the entrance to the park and had the garden 

and memorial plaque restored in September 2020 by 3 Parish Councillors and the Parish 

Lengthsmen, with a donation from local residents. 

• Lincoln Way Pond is a natural pond surrounded by trees and shrubs which are maintained on a 

regular basis by the Parish Lengthsmen.  Tree inspections are carried out every tree 3 years 

and any works recommended is completed by a Tree Surgeon when necessary. 

• Lane End Cemetery is a lawned cemetery surrounded by trees and hedges.  A small 

Remembrance Orchard was planted and memorial bench installed in January 2015 by the 

Bembridge Village Partnership to commemorate the start of WW1.  Trees were planted by the 

Parish Council, Bembridge Primary School, the Isle of Wight Lord-Lieutenant, Bembridge 

Scouts and Royal British Legion.  St Lukes Cemetery is a closed cemetery attached to Holy 

Trinity Church, with a small chapel and includes 6 Commonwealth War Graves.  Lane End 

Cemetery and St Lukes Cemetery are maintained by the Parish Lengthsmen with tree 

inspections every 3 years.   

• The Coastguard Green is maintained by the Parish Lengthsmen.  A Bembridge Village 

Partnership project to install the anchor of the SS Empress Queen, which was a WW1 troop 
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carrier returning to Southampton from carrying 1300 troops to Le Havre on 3 February 1916, 

when she ran ashore in a heavy gale on the Ring Rocks, off Foreland Ledge is underway. 

• The War Memorial Garden is maintained by the Bembridge Community Gardeners and the 

Parish Lengthsmen.  The Bembridge Village Partnership installed a ‘Tommy’ statue and 

restored old memorial plaques, to commemorate the end of WW1, in a corner of the garden 

using the original stones from the War Memorial which the Parish Council had replaced the 

year before.   Worked with Airfields of Great Britain Trust to secure 2 granite plaques to 

commemorate the 2 WW1 airfields that were situated within in Bembridge. 

• Other small parcels of land are maintained by the Parish Lengthsmen with help from either the 

Green Towns Steering Group or Bembridge Community Gardeners. 

 
The Green Town Steering Group was set up under the Bembridge Village Partnership Group, 
having a committee of approx. 10 members made up of Parish Councillors and Residents. 
They are tasked to: 

• Identify and work on projects, approved by the Village Partnership that achieve the promotion 
or improvement of the social wellbeing and encourage environmental sustainability of the 
village. 

• Signed-up to & actively demonstrating the Green Towns Charter. 

• Complete grant funding applications and fund raise to achieve projects that are of benefit to 

the village.  

Their works for the Village include: 
• Beach Cleans 

• Litter Picks, including signing up for the Keep British Tidy Litter Picks 

• Tree planting, 315 trees & 30 hedges have been requested from the Woodland Trust for 

planting between November 2020 and March 2021 

• Planting local verges with wildflowers and bulbs which are sustainable and where possible 

native 

• Maintaining two Memorial Gardens 

• Tidy up projects for local spaces 

For more information: https://www.bembridgepc.org.uk/community/green-town/ 
 
The Parish Council work with Isle of Wight Rights of Way maintaining and repairing local 
footpaths when required. 
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