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Dragons Den & Community Awards 
Do you know a Community Champion?  Here’s your why to say Thank You. 
Are you or do you know a charity or non for profit group that needs a small grant? 
Information and application forms available from the Parish Office and website, community. 

  
 
 
Kings Road Regeneration Project 
The work to improve visibility and widen the carriageway at the junction of Kings Road and Station 

Road was completed on Friday 16th October 2020. This scheme was the result of a Ward Walk by 

Councillor Grant Stillman and members of Island Roads. It was agreed that the junction needed 

improving and Island Roads were prepared to undertake the works as part of the I.W Council’s Local 

Transport Plan and therefore there was no cost to the Parish Council. 

 

Stuart Faulds, Island Roads project manager (left) shows the completed scheme to Councillor Sheila 

Weedall, Chairman of Bembridge Parish Council, and Councillor Michael Murwill, Isle of Wight ward 

councillor for Brading, St Helens and Bembridge. 

Councillor Sheila Weedall, Chairman of Bembridge Parish Council, said: “I think the work has reduced 

the general speed of traffic in the area, and it has certainly made this busy part of the village safer 

for everyone.”  

 



Village Hall Roof Project 
Works have now started on the Village Hall roof.  The public toilet will remain open during 
the works and we will do our best to keep any disruption of the High Street to a minimum. 
 

 
 
The October Beach Clean 
The Beach Clean took place on Saturday 17th October, starting from The Point beach and 

Lane End Road slipway and observing social distancing.  Thanks to all who joined in with 

safety measures in place. Some new faces joined the team, hopefully see you next time 

joining our regular litter pickers.  

 
 
Bembridge Poppy Appeal 

 
 
  



 
Bembridge Friendship Circle 
 

We would like to share with you the great news that Bembridge Friendship Circle have been 
successful in winning a grant of £10,000 from The Isle of Wight Foundation towards a new 
minibus. 
Now along with funds already raised (just over £20,000) and the forthcoming sale of the old 
minibus we are in a position to purchase a new minibus early in the new year. 
Thanks to Bembridge Parish Council for their continuing support and the many people who 
help and support us. 
 

 
 

 
Bembridge Heritage 
On Wednesday 28th October Bembridge Heritage formally opened its new centre.  Due to 

the Covid restrictions, it was quietly opened by Caroline Peel, High Sheriff for the Island and 

local resident, and Michael Murwill County Councillor for Bembridge, St Helens and Brading.  

Even with the required limit of six it was a big occasion for the village. When life returns to 

some form of normality we will have a big ‘do’ to celebrate what a wonderful place 

Bembridge is. 

 



 

So many have contributed such a lot to help us 

reach this point.  

I have thanked them on many occasions for their 

time, skills and perseverance but the real thanks to 

them and those that went before will be shown by 

continued support from all of us to develop 

Bembridge Heritage and secure it for the future. 

The immediate future is governed by our inability 

to hold meetings and events. These have always 

been a big part of BH activities and crucial as they 

showcase what we do and attract new members. 

We need to keep BH going. 

When we can re-open, do come and see the 

displays to find out more about your village and 

perhaps get more involved with Bembridge Heritage activities. It’s for the village and future 

generations. 

Again a BIG thank you to Bembridge people, organisations and businesses for all their help 

and support with this venture.  

It really is Bembridge at its best 

Bookmarks for sale £1.00 

 
 
 
 



Cloisters Fund 
Face Masks for sale in the Parish Office, £5 each, washable and are in individual cellophane 
envelopes, all in aid of new flooring for the Cloisters. 
 

 
 

 
Trading Standards have a few scams to share with you today. 

• Phone call from BT to say that they are laying cable in the area and checking 
download connections speeds. They will ask you to run a speed test and then tell you 
to press window + R which will allow them remote access on your device. BT will 
NEVER contact you like this and they have provided guidance on their website to 
help you stay safe. 
 

• An email purporting to be from UK Government advising you that your government 
grant has been approved and asking you to click on a link to claim. If you check the 
email address of the sender this is clearly NOT a genuine Gov.uk email address and 
they will NEVER contact you in this way 
 

• An email from TV Licensing (received by one of our own members of staff!) which 
says that the licence could not be renewed automatically and asks you to set up a 
new direct debit or pay now using debit/credit card. Again the sender email is clearly 
not a legitimate address and TV Licensing will NEVER contact you in this way. 

• Trading Standards have received a worrying number of reports relating to 
“Nottingham Knockers” these are groups of men who are provided with a holdall full 
of overpriced, poor quality, cleaning products who will then be driven around the 
area knocking on doors trying to sell these items. It is believed the practice 
originated in Nottingham hence the name. They will often claim to be ex-prisoners 
trying to turn their lives around to guilt you into buying items from them however if 
you refuse can become persistent and aggressive. Any I.D. card that they may carry 
is likely to be fake and they may be taking this opportunity to check out your 
property for future scams. 
The best advice we can give is if you don’t know the person at your door don’t open 
it or use a chain and if they become intimidating and you are frightened close the 
door and call the police on 101. 
No Cold Calling Door Stickers can be obtained from trading.standards@iow.gov.uk or 
the Parish Office 

mailto:trading.standards@iow.gov.uk


• Trading Standards have been contacted by a resident concerned about an advert 
that they saw online locally. The advert was for Bengal kittens and they were being 
sold extremely cheaply. The advert made it look like it was local however when the 
resident contacted them she was told they were based in Scotland. She was 
interested but obviously it was too far to go in the current climate, when she 
expressed this the response was quite aggressive, it was then she started thinking 
that it wasn’t genuine as the English used was not very good and if she contacted 
them in the morning the reply would be in the evening. This is consistent with the 
seller being in a different time zone/country – i.e. not Scotland!. This and the very 
low price caused her to contact us as she didn’t want anyone to fall for this potential 
scam and lose money. 
Incidents of pet scams have increased hugely during the Coronavirus pandemic and 
its important to always pause and think before you engage with purchasing anything 
online, particularly animals. 

 

Scam emails can be forwarded to report@phishing.gov.uk 

Stay Safe 

 

BOB SEELY NEWSLETTER  

SMALL BUSINESS SURVEY 

 If you are a small business on the Isle of Wight please take the time to fill in a very short survey put 

together by the IW Federation of Small Businesses about how you have been impacted by Covid-19 

and any help you need to aid recovery. 

 

Clearly, things are tough for some businesses at the moment and I want to make sure that I stay in 

close contact with as many businesses across the Island as possible. I want to hear about the 

challenges you are facing and I want to see what more can practically be done to help. Your input 

will help shape the Island’s and the UK’s recovery plans.  

 

The survey can be accessed here.  

Housing Debate 

Last week I took concerns over housing targets for the Island to the heart of Government by leading 

a debate in the House of Commons.  

The debate was part of my campaign for putting the Island first, providing affordable housing for 

Islanders, in appropriate numbers, locally built, in existing communities, near services, whilst 

protecting the landscape critical to our quality of life and visitor economy. 

The market is failing first-time buyers. The answer is not greenfield sprawl, but a new generation of 

community-based, affordable housing accompanied by rent-to-buy schemes accessible for first-time 

buyers in existing communities in cities, suburbs and countryside. 

I want the Government’s levelling up agenda to include comprehensive plans for infrastructure, jobs 

and houses to revive overlooked Northern and Midland towns – not to continue the endless drift of 

jobs and opportunities to the shires and the South. 

mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk
https://bobseely.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02d5c8d4bb74d4e33a05d3837&id=dc1b25f7a2&e=3a7e7f6121


Since 1960, the population of our beautiful Island has grown by 50%. The message from many parts 

of Britain to Ministers is that we have been doing our bit for decades and levelling up is about other 

people now doing theirs. The new standard methodology simply does not make sense for the Island. 

The current and new housing targets for the Island are unachievable and have nothing to do with 

the Island’s needs and will facilitate more housing for the mainland retirement market, not Islanders 

who need them. 

The Island’s own projected population growth is minus 11,000, therefore all the Island’s population 

growth will come from age 65+ locals and retirees. 

I suggested a number of new approaches the Government could adopt with regard to its housing 

agenda moving forward which included VAT on greenfield sites, financial incentives for brownfield 

sites and a tightening of the rules around foreign buyers who leave property empty. 

I called on the Government to allow MPs to help shape the Government’s housing policy. I hope that 

the Minister will reflect carefully on the debate.  

Landscape Protection 

I am calling on the Government to give the Island’s landscape greater protection against 

inappropriate housing that does not meet the needs of Islanders. 

Last month I set out my housing plans for the Island which included proposals to ban greenfield 

development in all but exceptional circumstance and to extend the Island’s protected landscape 

making it easier for the IW Council to reject schemes that damage the Island’s natural beauty. 

Earlier this month I wrote to Environment Secretary, George Eustice, asking for Government action 

to support these aims. I want the Island to be considered in plans announced recently by the Prime 

Minister to designate and protect an additional 4,000 sq km of land across the country by 2030.  

I want the government to work with us to see how the Island could extend its protected landscape 

to ensure we have sustainable development in line with the Island’s UNESCO Biosphere status and 

to protect the natural beauty of our landscape. 

I have set out to the government my vision to create the UK’s first ‘Island park’ with unique 

protection status laying somewhere between that of an AONB and a National Park, with planning 

authority retained by the Isle of Wight Council. 

We absolutely need housing and sensible, sustainable regeneration, but we need to build according 

to the needs of Islanders and in a way that is sympathetic to our landscape. 

We need to protect the natural beauty of our Island for future generations. We do this by stopping 

government plans which would result in our landscape being concreted over for unnecessary 

housing and by securing additional protections on our landscape. 

I am leading a group of MPs who are supportive of my vision to see houses built in the right places 

where they are needed, not in rural areas like the Isle of Wight. 

Please email bob.seely.mp@parliament.uk (with a full address included), or call 01983 220 220 and 

leave a message and someone will get back to you. 
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