
Bembridge Parish Council – Full Meeting – 19th January 2021 – 19:00 
 

1. COVID-19 

a. Phase I of the vaccinations is concentrating on four groups: 

i. Residents in a care home for older adults and their carers 

ii. All those 80 years of age and over and frontline health and social care 

workers 

iii. All those 75 years of age and over 

iv. All those 70 years of age and over and clinically extremely vulnerable 

individuals 

b. There are currently five vaccination centres on the Island, the two nearest to 

Bembridge being Westridge Centre, Ryde and The Bay Medical Practice, Shanklin. 

c. The IWC Helpline (01983 823600) has remained open throughout the pandemic and 

is providing help, advice and guidance to those who need it. 

d. I have been promoting the help that residents, local businesses and community 

groups can obtain. If they need assistance, please visit the IWC COVID-19 website: 

https://keeptheislandsafe.org/ where residents can also subscribe to receive email 

updates from the IWC. 

e. Applications for all forms of grants opened on 11th January. 

f. Currently the IWC has no power to prevent people from travelling to/from the Island 

on the ferries. The IWC have asked the Government to consider widening local 

authority powers, but this has not been met with a positive answer. Currently there 

are 34 exemptions from the current travel restrictions. 

2. Finances 

a. The current budget overspend for the IWC for 2020/21 is £6 million, but this will be 

countered by postponing projects and a reduction in the reserves. 

b. There are great challenges for the 2021/22 budget, which are increased by the how 

COVID-19 will affect the medium to long term economy. These will be discussed at 

the IWC Full Council in February. 

c. There is an important IWC budget 2021/22 resident consultation that closes on 21st 

January 2021. Residents can access it at 

 
3. Island Deal 

a. The bad news is that the Fair Funding Review has been pushed back by the 

Government to 2022/23. 

b. But a meeting is being arranged with the Secretary of State for Housing, 

Communities and Local Government, Robert Jenrick MP, to discuss the case for an 

Island Deal. 

4. Government consultation on changes to permitted development rights 

a. The Government is currently consulting on introducing new permitted development 

rights to allow properties to change from retail and other commercial uses to 

residential use without the need for planning permission. 

b. The consultation closes on 28th January 2021. 

c. I have sent over to BPC the presentation that County Councillors received last 

Wednesday. 

d. I believe that this another important potential Government regulation that could 

affect high streets across the Island, in particular the rural areas where the closure 

of one shop has a far greater affect than when that occurs in a town. 

https://www.iow.gov.uk/Council/OtherServices/Financial-Management/Budget-Consultation 
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5. Census 2021 

a. This takes place on 21st March 2021, but households across the Island will receive 

letters with online codes allowing them to take part from early March. 

b. The census is a once-in-a-decade survey that gives the most accurate estimate of all 

the people and households in England and Wales. 

c. It will be the first run predominantly online, with households receiving a letter with a 

unique access code, allowing them to complete the questionnaire on their 

computers, phones or tablets. 

d. It helps local government to charities put services and funding in the place where 

they are most needed. Also, it assists in planning for doctors’ surgeries, schools and 

new transport routes.  

e. The census will include questions about your sex, age, work, health, education, 

household size and ethnicity. And, for the first time, there will be a question asking 

people whether they have served in the armed forces, as well as voluntary questions 

for those aged 16 and over on sexual orientation and gender identity. 

f. Results will be available within 12 months, although personal records will be locked 

away for 100 years. 

g. For further details go to: 

i. www.facebook.com/census2021  

ii. http://twitter.com/census2021 

iii. Instagram #census2021  

h. A parish/town councillors meeting will take place in the next couple of weeks. 

6. Environment and Sustainability Forum 

a. This Forum replaces the successful IWC Community Plastic and Environmental 

Forum. 

b. I have included details of the Forum in my monthly local articles over the last two 

months. 

c. This month’s forum will be held on 28th January at 17:30 (via MS Team). 

d. If you are interested in joining this forum please send an email with your details to 

sustainability@iow.gov.uk 
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