
   

Annual Meeting of Bembridge Parish  
7pm on Wednesday 17th March 2021  

held Remotely via Teams 

 
Present: Cllr S Weedall (BPC Chairman), Cllr Donlon (VP & Friendship Circle Chairman), Mr M Pink (BPC Clerk), Mrs 

J McDade (BPC Clerk), IW Cllr M Murwill and 14 members of the public  
 

 
1. To Approve Minutes of 28th May 2019 Annual Meeting  

Approved minutes of 28th May 2019 Annual Meeting, will be signed tomorrow 

 
2. Annual Report Review 2019/20 - by Chairman of Bembridge Parish Council 

Following Government Guidelines there will be no face-to-face Annual Parish Meeting this year. 
It will be held virtually via Microsoft “Teams”. 
Throughout the past year with ever changing guidelines and rules BPC have been able to continue to provide 
and deliver services for the whole community. The Clerks have worked hard to facilitate virtual council 
meetings which have been open to the public to attend. They have managed the Lengthsmen work schedule 
to make sure that they work in a COVID-19 secure way whilst where possible it has been business as usual. 
Throughout the summer months and continuing to date the 4 sets of public conveniences have been open 
and available as has the play areas at Steyne Park. The Memorial garden and Cemetery have been 
maintained. Benches and notice boards have been refurbished; grass has been cut where needed.  
 
Dragons Den, the biannual Community champions awards celebrating the many volunteers and the 
Christmas Star competition went ahead in a virtual way this year and proved a great success.    
 
It has been great news that we have completed the restoration of the K1 listed telephone box and another 
project that was on hold the CCTV has now been installed, this is a positive step towards security of buildings 
and safety of the public. BPC worked together with Island Roads and following initial ward walks with the 
road safety committee the Kings Rd junction Scheme was completed. This has proved a success with the 
junction of Station Rd now a safer place to exit and the slowing of traffic in general a plus. 
 
BPC promised at the start of this 4-year period to continue the project of the previous Parish Council and re-
roof and restore the Village Hall. This iconic building which over the years has been used and loved by 
residents and visitors alike was in desperate need of attention and so with the release of capital funds the 
work I can announce is nearing completion. Most hard-working Cllrs and Clerks have made sure that this 
building will be ready to open its doors when restrictions are lifted. The roof has been replaced and the gable 
ends restored. Both contractors have provided expert workmanship and the quality of work is outstanding. 
Special thanks to Cllr Weaver and the Clerks for their day to day managing of this work. The painting of the 
doors and windows are due to start on 22nd March which will complete this long overdue project and will 
protect it for the next 100 years. This major project has been warmly received by the many residents who 
have expressed their positive comments and thanks. 



I would like to take the opportunity to thank the Cllrs who have seen this project through to completion. 
Given hours of time and deliberated over the correct way forward whilst taking proper advice from our 
Clerks. 
 
With no rise in the precept this year and healthy funds BPC is in a strong position to continue to provide and 
deliver for Bembridge. 

The Chairman read out a statement with reference to a recent court case 

Annual Reports from IW Councillor M Murwill 

Councillor Michael Murwill  
Annual Report to Bembridge Parish Council – 17th March 2021  
The last four years since being the elected member for the ward has passed so quickly.  
Who would have imagined what has happened in the last year? All our lives have changed and the way we 
shop, how businesses have adapted, and how we communicate with friends and families. The far-reaching 
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, I believe will be with us for years. Whilst we now move towards an ease of 
lockdown and the rate of infected people falls, I hope to see many of you again, socially distanced.  
From a positive point of view, the pandemic has increased the feeling community spirit. I have seen some 
wonderful examples of individuals and businesses providing help to neighbours and support to local 
charities. During the ease in lockdown I was able to attend the socially distanced opening of the new 
Bembridge Heritage Society, there was so much interesting history about the village, and I hope to be able to 
visit again soon.  
The Isle of Wight Council has also adapted and has continued full council and all committee meetings. I have 
represented the ward at all full council meetings during 2020/21. In response to a number of ongoing 
matters, I have written a guide to help residents with regards to planning applications that was presented to 
the Bembridge Parish Council meeting on 16th March 2021 (please see attached).  
Throughout the year I have continued to help residents, schools and businesses within the ward and across 
the Island with a range of issues, including Covid-19 related support. Planning enquiries have continued to 
increase, and I have assisted residents respond to planning applications.  
I remain a Trustee of the Bembridge Youth and Community Centre and, although public events have been 
put on hold, work continues in the background in preparation for re-opening and future fundraising events. I 
also continue as the Local Authority Governor for St Helens Primary School attending virtual meetings 
throughout the year.  
As well as reporting to the Parish Council meetings, I also have a monthly column in the Island and Beacon 
magazines to provide residents and business with regular updates on Council initiatives and Island related 
matters. These are also shared via my Twitter and Facebook pages. 
 
 

3. Public Forum 

A Parish Meeting should be a meeting where people of the parish speak about parish matters and 
community achievements, of which we have many in Bembridge.  
Mr Steane – any questions about the minutes or why nothing mentioned about sale of 5/7 High Street or 
lose of 4 Councillors. Legal statement/press release is not correct and legal action is being looked into. 
 
Ms Ross – thank you for the fabulous job on the Village Hall roof.   Thank you to Councillors and parishioners 
for everything you have done for the Village, it’s much appreciated.  
 
Mrs Sparrow – thank you to the village and Parish Council for all its help and support moving into new 
premises at Weavers Yard, we had a great workforce and cannot wait to open for you all to see.   Thank you 
to everyone for getting involved with the planning application at Love Lane to protect our village.  This is a 
fantastic village and we need to celebrate it. 
 
Mr Hopkinson-Woolley – concerned about how disenfranchised parishioners have become and how 
councillors have been removed and resigned.  Appalling behaviour.  Poor management of finances. 
 
Mrs White – there are many organisations to celebrate in village including the Heritage, Churchyard & 
Cloisters gardeners plus the Covid Support group who have done an amazing job and are now helping at 



Westridge.  The village needs to move on respecting each other.  People have come together with the 
planning applications effecting the village especially Love Lane.  Hopefully the new Code of Conduct will be of 
benefit.  Thank you to all the volunteers who help out.  Difficult to find information on the website and 
should use facebook page more. 
 
Cllr Weedall – so many people have done so much for this community over a number of years and it’s their 
acts of kindness that make Bembridge a special place to live.  There have been challenging applications for 
the BPC Planning Committee to comment on with the help of the Bembridge Neighbourhood Development 
Plan.   The Green Town Steering Group have ordered trees/hedgerow to be planted in the village.  The village 
must start considering climate change and what the village can do to reduce the effect. 
 
Cllr Sullivan – more trees arrived at my house today ready to be planted when necessary in the village.  We 
need to be working together and with other organisations on climate change ad sustainability.   Working with 
other groups with this knowledge will make us stronger. 
 
Cllr Donlon – the Village Partnership and GTS have carried on with projects over the last year including 
planting bulbs, tidying Birdham Corner, organising social distanced beach cleans and litter picks, replanting 
and tidying the Andrew Swallow Memorial Garden, completing the restoration of the K1 Telephone box, 
producing a new Village Map and working with Martin Woodward on the Empress Queen Anchor that he 
manged to bring to shore.   The Friendship Circle have secured a loan to purchase a new minibus and once 
allowed will commence with mystery tours and monthly coffee mornings.  Thank you the Chair and Clerks of 
BPC for all their help and support. 
 
Mr Weaver – thank you to all Chairmen of the BPC and the Clerks for getting through these difficult times 
and working together as a team.  We have numerous bodies, groups and individuals, that keep this village 
going and they have made a concerted effort especially over the last year.  Well done 
 
Cllr Weedall – we need to remember the saying ‘ It’s nice to be important but it’s more important to be nice.’ 
 
(Issue with Teams Meeting screen, looks like someone has taken control of the meeting from outside the 
BPC.  This will be checked with Wight Computers due to GDPR issues ) 
 
Cllr Murwill – it’s been the busiest year yet for planning application issues, and for reference a decision on 
Love Lane should be in by 5th April.  Thank you everyone 
 
Cllr Weedall – thank you to Cllr Murwill for his attendance at beach cleans and litter picks, as well as other 
village events.   Thank you to everyone for attending this Parish Meeting  

 

                  
 
 
 


