
 

 

 

 

Councillor Michael Murwill  
Report to Bembridge Parish Council – 16th March 2021 
 
Since my last report I have continued to liaise with residents and business on the following key topics: 
 

1. Planning 
 

Since being elected as county councillor for this ward four years ago, there have been many planning 
applications. I have assisted in all cases however, in some instances, there have been contentious and heated 
discussions by parties either for or against the application.  
 
When looking at applications from the IWC planning officers’ point of view, the points outlined below might 
clarify and speed up the way applications are processed and either approved or rejected.  
 
To assist both sides; either residents who want to apply for an extension/new build or for residents objecting to 
applications, I thought that it might be helpful to provide clarification on the process. Please see Appendix A for 
further information.  

 
 

2. Covid-19 
 
Support continues to be available to businesses, including the self-employed and employees. 

• Loans, tax relief and cash grants are available 

• Employers might be eligible for financial support to pay wages 

• Self-employed people might be eligible for a taxable grant covering 80% of trading profits 
 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/business-support 
 

3. Voting from home (simple and safe) 
 

One option that many residents have asked me about is postal voting. Aside from saving residents time, it also 
ensures social distancing safety as you do not have to attend a polling station in person. Any registered electors 
can choose to vote by post, and you have the option to request a postal vote for a specific election, for a set 
time period, or to run indefinitely. 
 
There is a very simple postal vote application form to complete, which has only eight questions on one page. 
  
The form can be found at: https://www.iow.gov.uk/Council/Elections/Electoral-Registration/Postal-Votes 
or by calling 01983 821000 
 
If you have a problem with obtaining a form via the website, please contact me and I will ensure that you receive 
a copy. The form needs to be returned to the Electoral Services Department, to be received by 17:00 on the 
eleventh working day before the election. 
 

4. Garden waste subscription 

Just a reminder to those of you who used the very successful garden waste collection last year. If you did not 

pay by direct debit you will need to renew your subscription by 18th March 2021 (residents who already use 

direct debit are automatically renewed). You can subscribe or renew at 

https://www.iow.gov.uk/gardenwastesubscriptions/ or telephone 01983 823777. 

 
5. Council on-line 
 

https://www.iow.gov.uk/counciltaxonline/ 
 

Setting up regular payments or accessing data can easily be set up via the above link. 
 

• Pay your bill 

• Apply for local council tax support & housing benefit 

• Register for paperless billing 

• Set up a direct debit 

• Report a change of address 

• Reminders and summons 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/business-support
https://www.iow.gov.uk/Council/Elections/Electoral-Registration/Postal-Votes
https://www.iow.gov.uk/gardenwastesubscriptions/
https://www.iow.gov.uk/counciltaxonline/


 

 

 

 

 
 
6. Environment and Sustainability Forum 

 
Over recent months, many residents have asked me when the successful Isle of Wight Council (IWC) 

Community Plastic and Environmental Forum would restart. The old forum that I set up brought together 

county/parish/town councillors, residents, businesses and environmental groups to discuss environmental 

matters that concern the island. The forum is being replaced with the Environment and Sustainability Forum 

(ESF), which will include and support the IWC’s work towards sustainability, decarbonisation, and promoting the 

circular economy. The monthly forum will support and feed into the task and finish group for the Scrutiny 

Committee for Environment and Regeneration which has the remit to develop an action plan for the IWC to be 

net zero carbon by 2030. 

 
The aim of the ESF is to debate and discuss (in a non-political manner), ways in which the residents, 
businesses and the IWC can develop plans for a sustainable zero carbon future.  
 
I see this as a positive step forward, following on from the previous forum and the excellent improvement in 
waste recycling on the Isle of Wight since 2016. Proposed forum topics are included in Appendix B; if you are 
interested in joining this forum please send an email with your details to sustainability@iow.gov.uk  
 
The next forum will be held on 24th March at 17:00 (via MS Team). 

 
7. Census 2021 

 
The next census will take place on Sunday 21 March 2021 and for the first time this will be a digital-first 
census, but paper copies will be available for those who need it.  All households will receive an invitation to fill 
out the census questionnaire with a household access code and information to help them to take part online. 
 
It’s important that census estimates are accurate, so these funds are allocated where they’re needed to the 
areas listed in Appendix C. 
 
Contact details 

 
 Census Engagement Manager - Ursula Dowd - ursula.dowd24@field.census.gov.uk - 07452 936794 

Census Liaison Manager - Isle of Wight Council - Debbie Downer - debbie.downer@iow.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Michael Murwill 
Member for Brading, St Helens and Bembridge 
E mail: Michael.murwill@iow.gov.uk 

  Councillor Michael Murwill 

 @cllrmurwill 
Tel:  0787 594 5010 
  

mailto:sustainability@iow.gov.uk
mailto:ursula.dowd24@field.census.gov.uk
mailto:debbie.downer@iow.gov.uk
mailto:Michael.murwill@iow.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/bembridgecouncillor.murwill.3


 

 

 

 

Appendix A - Planning Application Clarifications 
 
 

For individuals who wish to lodge a comment about an application, the relevance and clarity of the comments is 
important, as well as the number of complaints received by the council. Each complainant should look at the 
guidance notes on the IWC’s website (https://www.iow.gov.uk/planning/MakingCommentsInfo.aspx) and write a 
unique message against the planned development. The following points on the guide are very important: 

 
➢ Understand what the development plans say 

 
This includes government guidance, the IWC Island Plan and compliance with the local guidance (the 
Bembridge Neighbourhood Development Plan). I believe the Island Plan needs to be reviewed due 
to the shortfall of building new homes on the island and the UK government approach to planning 
applications. 

 
➢ Set out the reasons for your comments 

 
In particular: 

If you wish to object to a proposal, you should set out the reasons for your objection with 
reference to the items in the list of ‘Provide valid reasons for comment below. The most effective 
objections are those which demonstrate the harm that approval will cause. 

 

Stick to planning matters and don’t refer to non-planning issues as these will undermine 
your case.  

 
➢ Getting support for your position 

 
Contacting the local press and getting them onboard to write an article would be beneficial. 

 
➢ Provide valid reasons for comment 

 
I think that this is particularly important as the planning officers will be looking at these points, as well as 
considering the development plan. 

 
➢ Irrelevant reasons for objection 

 
The same reason as above but for what residents should not put down as reasons against the 
application. 

 

 

  

https://www.iow.gov.uk/planning/MakingCommentsInfo.aspx
https://www.bembridgepc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Final230714.pdf


 

 

 

 

 
Appendix B – Environment and Sustainability Forum 

 
  Included below are some of the topics proposed for discussion at the forum during 2021: 

 
➢ Heat decarbonisation grant  

➢ Climate and environment strategy to 2030 

➢ Isle of Wight circular economy 

➢ Westminster’s 10-point plan for net zero by 2050 and what it means for the Isle of Wight 

➢ Sustainable transport (EV and IoW charging; transition to EVs and active travel) 

➢ Carbon Management plan to 2030 

➢ IWC climate communications  

➢ Climate education strategies  

➢ Hedgerows and road verge rewilding 

➢ Energy from waste plant launch / waste management update 

➢ Sustainable tourism 

➢ Green local business 

➢ Government grants for home heat decarbonisation / renewable energy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Appendix C – Census 2021 
 

Areas that use information gathered from Census 2021: 
 

➢ Planning and development - Planners use census information to develop local plans that reflect future 
needs. It also informs funding bids by identifying inequalities at a local level 
 

➢ Public health and social care - Local authorities use census information to understand service 
demand, identify pockets of health deprivation and support future care planning 

 
➢ Education - Pupil forecasting models use census information to inform capital bids and to monitor the 

supply of qualified people 
 

➢ Transport - Census information supports funding bids for road improvements and informs planning and 
profiles around changes to public transport 

 
➢ Housing - Census information helps to measure housing affordability and assess local housing needs 

➢ Other - Local Authorities use census information to inform emergency services, library services, and 

waste collection and disposal 


