
Newsletter April 2021 
Dear Member 
 
The past six weeks have shown the deep concern about the future of Love Lane Copse.  
A considerable number of local residents, representatives from many wildlife groups and organisations, 
Island Roads, Island MP Bob Seely and Bembridge Parish Council were among over 250 objectors to the 
proposed development submitted to the IWC Planning Department by the deadline of 19 March. 
A peaceful protest by one person at the disruptive installation of electricity and water services (ahead of the 
planners’ decision), together with a (Covid safe) survey of users along the last section of Love Lane have 
underlined the anxiety felt by many in the community at the risk of losing this unique amenity. 
If planning permission is not given the landowners say they will appeal. A number of BH members and friends 
have been finding and sharing information to support objections. The Covid restrictions have prevented 
village meetings and gatherings, so spreading the word has been a challenge. We all need to monitor the site 
to ensure that any work going on, no matter how insignificant, is reported to Planning Enforcement and Jerry 
Willis (tree officer) at IWC.  

A BIG THANK YOU to you all. 
 

The Nest (now Inver House) 
Peter Chick has sourced and kindly donated to BH this sale 
catalogue from 1923. Many thanks for this Peter. 
This extract from the John Woodford archive tells us more about the 
house in Foreland Road. 
‘Local builder C Love and Sons built it in the early 1900s as an 
elegant family home for Jeremiah Goodall. Designed by Mr Salter of 
Nettlestone it was originally called The Nest. 
Jeremiah (known as Jerry) was one of eight children born to Henry 
and Frances Goodall. In the 1860s Henry bought the boat building 
business now known as Woodnutts on St Helens Duver. Jerry left the 
family business to work abroad, becoming an engineer on the Chilean 
railway. He returned to Bembridge a rich man with his wife Maria and 
daughter Petita. He had The Nest built and invested in land across 
the road. 
In March 1918 his 16 year old daughter married flight commander 
Clarence MacLaurin, a Canadian pilot stationed at the Seaplane Base 
at Bembridge Point. Then a series of sad events, with the death of 
Petita from influenza in 1920, Clarence dying two years later in a 
plane crash, and his wife’s death in 1926, saw Jerry giving up The 
Nest. He built a smaller house on his land across the road and called 
it Little Nest. This has since been demolished.  
He devoted his retirement to naturalist studies, work on the Parish 
Council and forming the tennis and bowls clubs. Jerry died in 1939 

and bequeathed the land of Little Nest to the village. This included the land in Mitten Road that the Bowling 
Club and the Scouts now use.  The Nest became Inver House when the Isle of Wight Council took it over as a 
children’s home in 1949. 
Following its closure as a children’s home in the late 1950s Inver House has continued to be a care home. 
This is a little of its past life and the people who lived there.’ 
 

In my grandparents’ time, when money was tight, going to local house sales to buy furniture and household 
effects was the best way to set up a home. I recall as a child going with my grandmother to a sale in a big 
house. She explained about bidding and that I must keep my hands in my pockets at all times! Most of the 
furniture in their home came from these sales and because of her good eye for a quality bargain lasted until 
the house was sold. I still have some treasured pieces but can’t remember which big house they came from. 
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Bembridge Heritage has a new (refurbished) Notice board. 
The Parish Council are re-organising the village noticeboards. They have kindly 
allowed us to use the smaller one at the entrance to Lane End Cemetery. 
Ken Orchard and Nick Thornton have done a brilliant job refurbishing it so it 
can be clearly seen. It will keep the village and visitors up to date on events. 
Very many thanks to Ken and Nick for doing this. 
 

The noticeboard will soon be telling you about our next events! 
BH plans to have our first Open Meeting in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 
Thursday 24 June. The Annual Exhibition, Working Bembridge, will be on the 
weekend of Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 August. 
A new venture - we will be having a monthly Coffee and Chat morning in the 
Village Hall on Saturdays beginning Saturday 11 September. This will be a 
chance to hear recordings from our Bembridge Voices project and a small 
themed exhibition. There will be a raffle, cakes and a chance to buy from our range of books and cards. 
  

Look out for more details in the next Newsletter, on Facebook, in Bembridge Parish News and of course on 
the new noticeboard. 

Bembridge Voices 
Bembridge Voices now has all the equipment needed to start recording conversations. We are good to go. 
The rule of six meeting outdoors is permitted so if it is a warm pleasant day recording can go ahead in a 
garden. Do let us know if you would like to take part. 
 

Oila Woit loike ‘owitz spoke - The Isle of Wight dialect 
As promised here are a few more examples of Oila Woit from Ken Orchard for you to get your tongue around. 
 

    “Ow be, m’yet?”                             “How are you, mate?”  
     ”Waaal, ‘boides about, you”.       “Well, I’m still around, thank you”. 
“ Moi greens down wol’ girden be middlen vull o’ they gurt mallyshags” 
“My cabbages down the garden are full of those big caterpillars”. 
 “Oi warr’nt ‘tis a good ‘un”. “I can guarantee its quality” 
 “This zement, ‘tis awful limmer” “This cement is awfully runny” 
 “I zaw ‘wold ‘Arry t’other day, ‘nd ‘e wus nigh on queer as a buck rat, ‘cos ‘e ‘ad such awful yer 
ache”  
 “I saw old Harry the other day and he was extremely annoyed because he had such bad earache”. 
More from Ken next month. 

Pat Larkin.  
It is with much sadness that BH member Pat Larkin has died at the age of 99. Gill Rogers remembers her. 
 

Pat lived in Woodland Grove with her husband. When he died she moved to Grange Gardens then to Farnham 
to live with her daughter Susan. She worked with her husband as a diplomat before retiring to the Island.  
Pat loved politics, and loved election times and watching PM Question Time. She was a very active member 
of the Bembridge Conservative Group, though her politics did not influence her work as a Parish Councillor, 
where she was always very fair and wise. She cared deeply about the village and doing what was best for it.   
For many years she worked with Mary Steane in the chemist’s shop. She ran the Harold Lewis Lunch Club 
until she moved - she used to say she was helping the old people, yet she was much older than many of 
them. 
As a member of the Roman Catholic Church in Walls Road she never missed a Sunday service.  
Pat was Treasurer of the Village Hall until she moved and also a member of the BBA, Brading Haven and 
Bembridge Heritage. She used to audit the books for many organisations in the village. 
The night before Glenn Miller was killed he had stayed with Pat and her family and she was one of the last 
people to have seen him alive.   
Pat was a really wonderful person, someone who would always help others.  She really was a one off. 
 
Do take care and keep well. Hope to see you when BHVC opens on Tuesday 18 May and at the next 
meeting. 
 
Cheers 
Verena Sparrow, Chairman, Bembridge Heritage, 07811057494  enquiries@bembridgeheritage.org.uk 


