
December 2020 e-Newsletter 
 
Isle of Wight Scrutiny Committee Representative 

The Chairman of Bembridge Parish Council, Cllr Sheila Weedall, has been co-opted to the Isle of 

Wight Council Scrutiny Committee and will represent all Isle of Wight Town and Parish Councils 

affiliated to HALC. 

Dragons Den Winners 
This year’s Dragon’s Den could not have an Event, but the Dragons met up remotely to argue over 

the applications!! 

Windmills Pre-School were awarded £510 towards new play equipment in their garden.  

Friends of Holy Trinity Church were awarded £380 towards building upgrades on The 

Cloisters 

Bembridge Heritage Society were awarded £230 for a new cordless vacuum to keep their 

new home tidy. 

Bembridge Scouts were awarded £430 for shelving which helps with the improvements that 

are ongoing at the Hut during lockdown. 

Bembridge Community Gardeners were awarded £450 towards plants that will benefit the 

Village for residents and visitors.   

Well done to all those who pitched against the Dragons and won! 

 

Community Award Winners 2020 

What a year 2020 has been…! However, Bembridge is fortunate to have a number of people living in 
the village who give more than they take and these awards reflect, in a small way, the recognition 
and appreciation that the residents feel towards them.   This year we had numerous nominations in 
each category and the decisions on the winners was difficult and thought provoking. Congratulations 
to all those nominated and we are sorry that not all could be winners.   This year’s winners were 
presented by Cllr Sheila Weedall with awards designed by Paul Critchley of Sculpture Glass and a 
certificate at the War Memorial Gardens or where was convenient to the recipient. 

Champion Young Person  

Making calls to take orders may seem a simple thing to do but during lockdown this was a lifeline to 
numerous residents in Bembridge and sometimes it was the only person they spoke to in the day or 
week!  It is a special person who goes out of their way to help others during lockdown in a calm and 
happy manner and then purchases and delivers chocolates to those self-isolating.   

Award goes to Daisy Warburton 

Champion Neighbour/Friend 

Collecting prescriptions and shopping during both lockdowns has helped numerous residents who 
would have struggled without this person.  Many are grateful for the kindness and hard work, and 
always with a smile.  

Award goes to Kim Sotiropulo 



Champion Volunteer Group 

This group has gone from strength to strength over the past couple of years with a new Chairman 
and Committee.  The move into new premises this year just before lockdown would have been a 
problem for most but this group got on with the task spectacularly and managed to open for a short 
time in the summer.  The village’s history is in good hands. 

Award goes to Bembridge Heritage Society 

Green Champions 

The group can regularly be seen working away in the village Centre, tidying borders and arranging 
planters.  Cuttings are now been taken to cut down the costs of plants around the village, though the 
displays get better each year.  

Award goes to Bembridge Community Gardeners 

Champion Volunteers 

The COVID-19 Helpline these volunteers set up was a lifeline to numerous residents in Bembridge 
this year, as many had been cut off from their normal support.  They set up, coordinated and worked 
day in day out all year to ensure everyone who contacted them got the help or advice they needed 
and were safe.  

Award goes to Lorraine Bevan and Tim Young 

Champion Business 

They have gone above and beyond to provide support for residents with their free home deliveries 
and their work in partnership with the Island Food Bank.  They continue to be a point of contact with 
a friendly helpful ear and support for the community, achieving this with good grace and 
cheerfulness.  

Award goes to Jane Holman and the Farm Shop 

Community Champion 

This person puts themselves out for others constantly from Scouts, to Community Bus to Cricket and 
many others in-between and always with a smile.  Driving the Community Bus on Mystery Tours and 
collecting residents for Lunch Club or Coffee Mornings, you are always in safe hands and there is 
always laughter. 

Award goes to Paul Wray 

Chairman’s Champion 

This very special person has, over the years, worked hard for Bembridge. She can be seen dashing 
around the village, watering can in hand, making sure the Village Memorial Garden looks splendid as 
well as a lot of planters and hanging baskets that are scattered around. She has been instrumental in 
Bembridge in Bloom, organised the start of beach cleans and is a keen and active member of the 
Green Towns Group, helping Bembridge to win awards for the Best Kept Village. The list is endless 
but her energy and enthusiasm are what makes this person a star 

Award goes to Barbara Clough 

   



Village Hall Roof Project 
Works are progressing well with the new roof and gables on the Village Hall.  The public 
toilet will remain open during the works and we will do our best to keep any disruption of 
the High Street to a minimum. 
 

    
 

 
Available from the Parish Office 
 
 

    
Bookmarks for sale £1.00 

 
 

Cloisters Fund 
Face Masks for sale in the Parish Office, £5 each, washable and are in individual cellophane 
envelopes, all in aid of new flooring for the Cloisters. 
 

 
 



 
Trading Standards have a few scams to share with you today. 

• Be wary of a text purporting to be from Gov-UK saying that “all residents have been issued a 
payment as part of its promise to battle Covid-19” and then tells you to click on a link. This is 
a SCAM the Government will not contact you in this way regarding payments and claims. 
Scam texts can be forwarded to 7726 (which spells SPAM on your keypad) 
 

• Hampshire residents who have emergency fobs/pendants (buttons that they can press to 
summon emergency help in the event of a fall or an accident) have reported receiving calls 
alleging to be from their provider and telling the resident to press 1. It is believed that this is 
a SCAM and any residents on the Island with this kind of device should be cautious if 
receiving calls relating to their pendant. 
 

• An Island business has asked us to warn others on the Island about a scam call he received 
from somebody purporting to be from the IOW Council and trying to get him to advertise his 
business in a brochure that would be raising funds for St Marys Hospital. This is a common 
scam that can affect businesses, they will play on your good nature and desire to do 
something for your local community, take your money and the brochure will never 
materialise. The caller was NOT from the IOW Council and was certainly a scammer. Please 
be careful especially at the minute as life is quite challenging. 
 

• A common scam is back doing the rounds – emails purporting to be from the DVLA to say 
that your vehicle is no longer taxed and you will need to click on a link to make a payment or 
update your bank details. This is a SCAM, Never click on links in messages and if you check 
the senders email address it wont be a genuine one. 
 

• Trading Standards have been contacted by an Island resident regarding a scam that he 
received and nearly fell victim to. He wanted us to share this with others to prevent anyone 
else from falling for it.   He received a text purporting to be from his bank saying that a new 
payee request was created from an unrecognised device, to cancel this request click a link. 
Believing it to be genuine he clicked on the link which took him to a page with looked exactly 
like the banks own log in page and followed the instructions to block the payee request, a 
message advised that a member of the fraud team would call him and help him to log into 
his account in a different way.   Hanging up – alarm bells started ringing and after talking to 
his wife he immediately contacted his bank who confirmed that it was a scam. The bank 
immediately froze his account and helped him to change his log in details. He then received 
calls from an 0345 number which he didn’t answer and when he googled this number it 
confirmed that it was a scam number.    Luckily no money was lost this time however it 
shows how believable scams can be. Remember never click on links in texts and emails and if 
you are unsure contact your bank or whichever organisation is involved and they will 
confirm whether it’s a scam.    By talking about scams and raising awareness we can prevent 
more Island residents from becoming victims. 
 
 

Remember to treat any unsolicited/unexpected communication with caution. 

Scam emails can be forwarded to report@phishing.gov.uk 

Stay Safe 

 

mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk


From all at Bembridge Parish Council 


