
March 2021 e-Newsletter 
 
Village Hall Restoration update 
The restoration work on Bembridge Village Hall roof and gables is concluding with the 

scaffolding due to come down 1st week in March.  Thank you to the contractors for doing an 

amazing job and with little disruption to the village.   The next job is to restore the windows 

and doors of the hall, which should commence shortly as contractors have been appointed. 

          
 

New Village Map 

The Village Partnership have designed and produced a new Village Map with Alan Rowe.  

Map Leaflets are available from the Parish Office and large maps will be positioned around 

the village. 

 
Empress Queen Anchor 

The Empress Queen’s anchor was located and brought ashore by Martin Woodward MBE, former 

Bembridge Lifeboat Coxswain and professional diver. The anchor is now being cleaned, preserved 

and will be sited by the Parish Lengthsmen on the Coastguard Green, overlooking the Empress 

Queens resting place.  The information board has been produced by the Village Partnership, 

Bembridge Heritage and Parish Office. 



 

 

Bembridge Neighbourhood Development Plan 

The BNDP sets out a series of policies which are used to guide developers in the 

preparation of planning applications for proposed development in Bembridge.   The 

policies are also be used to determine planning applications for development 

proposals within the Parish.    

A copy of the BNDP can be found on our website: 

https://www.bembridgepc.org.uk/planning/bembridge-neighbourhood-development-plan/  

 

 

Vaccination Transport Support For Those Who Cannot Get To Their Appointments 

With second vaccination jabs about to start happening for older and less mobile members of our 

community - the Optio Voluntary Car Service is available Island Wide to help those in need. 

If you are aware of anyone struggling and in need of transport to get their appointment, please 

encourage residents to call the Optio helpline on 01983 522226, where free return transportation 

will be provided, subject to availability of volunteer drivers.   

The Optio telephone line is open from 9.30am to 3pm Monday to Friday 

Transport availability will cover Monday to Sunday all throughout the day. 

Passengers should be able to walk from their door to the car and be able to get in and out of it – on 

their own.   

 

Bembridge Friendship Circle 

The 150 Club 2021 is still open if you would like to purchase a number.  Choose your number/s 

for the draw and fill out the application form on the Bembridge Parish Council website or hard 

copies available in the Parish Office and monthly Coffee Mornings in the Village Hall.   Return 

applications to the Parish Office.  Pay £12 per number for 12 monthly draws. 

https://www.bembridgepc.org.uk/planning/bembridge-neighbourhood-development-plan/


All funds raised go to the running of the Bembridge Community Bus 

 

COVID 19 Bembridge Support Line 

For information on Shopping Deliveries, Local Hot Meal Deliveries, Prescription Deliveries, 

The Phone Buddy System or anything else you are concerned about, please call on 07724 

401443 

Census 2021 
The next census will take place on Sunday 21 March 2021. For the first time this will be a digital-first 
census, but paper will be available for those who need it. 
All households will receive an invitation to fill out the census questionnaire with a household access 
code and information to help them to take part online. 

 
 
Elections May 2021 

On Thursday 6 May 2021, Islanders will go to the polls to have their say on who represents 
them at the Isle of Wight Council, town, parish and community council and police and crime 
commissioner elections. 

If you're thinking about voting by post, you can apply to do this now. 

Claire Shand, electoral registration officer at the Isle of Wight Council, said: "The elections 
will take place at a time when COVID-19 continues to present risks to public health. 
Depending on the infection rate, measures taken to control the spread of the virus may 
change as we approach May.  We are working hard to ensure polling stations will be safe 
places to vote, but you can choose to apply to vote by post or by proxy instead. If you are 
thinking about applying for a postal vote, then please do so as early as possible. As 
preparations continue for the local elections, we remain in close contact with the Electoral 
Commission, the wider electoral community and public health authorities to ensure you can 
stay safe when casting your vote in May." 

To vote in the elections - either at a polling station, by post, or by appointing someone you 
trust to vote on your behalf as your proxy - you must first be registered to vote, which can 
be done online in just five minutes. 

To then apply to vote by post you need to download, print and fill out a postal vote 
application form. Once you have completed the form and signed it, you need to send it to 
Electoral Services, County Hall, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 1UD. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
https://www.iow.gov.uk/Council/OtherServices/Electoral-Registration/Postal-Votes
https://www.iow.gov.uk/Council/OtherServices/Electoral-Registration/Postal-Votes


To request a postal vote application form e-mail electoral.services@iow.gov.uk or call 
(01983) 823380. 

The deadline to apply for a postal vote and cancel or make changes to a current postal or 
proxy vote at this election is 5pm on 20 April 2021. 

Any residents who have any questions can contact the Isle of Wight Council electoral 
registration team at https://www.iow.gov.uk/Council/Elections/Electoral-
Registration/Contact or via electoral.services@iow.gov.uk 

 

 
Trading Standards have a few scams to share with you today. 

• Lots of reports from residents about text messages purporting to be from different banks. 
They will ask you to click on a link and if you don’t have accounts with the bank they name 
this is easy to spot as a scam however the scammers may choose to use the name of the 
bank you use so just remember that Banks will NEVER contact you in this way. These texts 
can be forwarded to 7726 where they will be used to gather intelligence in the fight against 
scams 

• Again more reports this week of emails from various different organisations saying that your 
information is wrong, or has expired and telling you to click on a link to update – DON’T this 
is a scam. Scam emails can be forwarded to report@phishing.gov.uk where it will be used to 
gather intelligence 

• A resident reported a very worrying call from a someone claiming to be a police officer at a 
London police station. They went on to say that her relative – name given – had been 
arrested and they needed money to help them. Luckily this lady knew that she didn’t have 
anyone in London of that name in her family and hung up however this could be very 
worrying and convincing for anyone with relatives on the mainland and who might be feeling 
vulnerable at the minute. 

• Increasing reports around domestic/white goods insurances. These appear to be very 
prevalent at the minute, and will call you to say that you need this insurance or your 
insurance has expired and you must make the payments. These companies are growing in 
number and the insurances are worthless. One customer who had taken the insurance out 
needed to use it as her washing machine had broken she is met with a wall of 
silence/excuses. These are not genuine – Do Not be bullied into taking them out. 

• Reports of phishing emails from the banks, TV Licensing and Netflix have come through. This 
is a common theme in that your details are invalid, there is a problem with your account, 
click the link to put in the correct details – DON’T if you do the scammers will have access to 
your bank account. 

• Lastly a worrying report from a resident that she received the Amazon scam call but it came 
from a local IOW number. This number will have been spoofed by the scammers but we are 
far more likely to answer if we think it’s a local number – Be Careful 

 

Lastly if you are reading this but have a vulnerable relative friend or neighbour that you think might 

benefit from this information please share it with them – it could save them from falling victim to 

one of these, or any other, scam 

Be very wary of any links you click on social media and never give information in this way. 

Remember to treat any unsolicited/unexpected communication with caution. 

Scam emails can be forwarded to report@phishing.gov.uk 

mailto:electoral.services@iow.gov.uk
https://www.iow.gov.uk/Council/Elections/Electoral-Registration/Contact
https://www.iow.gov.uk/Council/Elections/Electoral-Registration/Contact
mailto:electoral.services@iow.gov.uk
mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk
mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk


Stay Safe 

 


