
     

 

 

 

Minutes of Bembridge Friendship Circle Meeting on Tuesday 23rd March 2021 at 3.30pm 

held via TEAMS  

 

Present:  Margaret Donlon, Mick Foreman, Jacqui McDade, Marianne Sullivan, Karen Thomas, Sheila 
Weedall, Paul Wray, Mark Pink 

1. Apologies for absence 

No apologies 

2. Minutes of last meeting 

Minutes of the meeting held on 26th January 2021 were approved as being accurate and signed by 
Margaret Donlon. 

3. Accounts 

Healthy set of accounts. Received insurance refund of £948 following the sale of the bus in 

December 2020.  Have paid for new bags and tea towels.  As at 23/2 there was £24,962.64 in the 
Treasurers Account and £23,703.10 in the Instant Access Account. 

Still waiting for money from Steve Warburton for the sale of calendars.  Sheila will chase him.  It was 
suggested that we say this money will cover the cost of Covid screens for the bus.  

4. Garage 

No update on the lease for the garage.  Jacqui to email for an update.  

5. Community Bus 

A discussion was held about the purchase of the new Community Bus.  One of the uses of the bus is 

to transport people to the twice weekly Lunch Club held at the Cloisters.  Margaret has spoken to 

Sally Davies, Churchwarden at Holy Trinity.  They are not sure when and if the Lunch Club wil l be 

returning to the Cloisters.  It could be July/August but some work is being carried out at the 

Cloisters.  There is also a question over capacity in the Cloisters with social distancing.  At the 

moment they are concentrating on the Bereavement Group and Church Mice.  There is a new Vicar 
now. 



It was felt there was a missed opportunity to use the bus during the rollout of the vaccination 

programme at Westridge.  Jacqui had spoken to Mike Bulpitt from Community Action who enquired 

about using the bus.  

Margaret had spoken to Sally Davies and Caroline Callaghan, Churchwardens and Lorraine from the 

Bembridge Support Group.  They didn’t require the bus. There  were 6 volunteer drivers and together 
with friends, family and local taxi services they did not require any extra transport.  

 Mick said there were no drivers available to drive the bus, there was some concern over the air 

conditioning.  Jacqui said she would have been happy to drive the bus. 

Mick said he hadn’t seen any paperwork for quotes on other buses.  

As part of the purchase price, four people will be trained when the bus is delivered to the Island. The 
training will be Covid safe. 

Margaret asked Jacqui if she could find out what the difference was between 2020 and 2021 model.  

Sheila asked if we can see if the bus company can supply and fit Covid screens before delivery or 
should we see if there is someone on the Embankment who can supply and fit screens. 

It was unanimously agreed to go ahead and order the bus now with delivery as soon as possible so it 

can be Covid secure and training can take place so we are ready when the restrictions start to lift. 

The colour to be Bembridge Blue. 

It was agreed that we should ensure that the bus is brand new and a 2021 model.  Email sent to Jack 
Bond, GM Coachworks, during the meeting.  Email response below. 

Jacqui is going to contact Island Roads about putting their logo on the new bus.  

There were some questions asked about the insurance for the bus including whether it covers other 

community groups using the bus – this could be a way of generating income.  Need to clarify 

payment/donation for use of the bus. 

As we are buying a new insurance policy, we can ensure everything is covered.  Mick and Paul to 
compile a list of questions and send to the Parish office so Jacqui can ask the insurance company.  

6. Coffee Mornings 

The Village Hall Secretary has asked if coffee mornings will start in July.  Going forward, the Village 

Hall has been booked for Coffee Mornings for the 1st Saturday in every month (apart from Jan 2022, 

when it will be 2nd Saturday). 

Easter Cards – Margaret to buy 20 Easter Cards which Paul will deliver.  Agreed to put a note  in each 

card explaining that we hope to have a coffee Morning in July and would they like to attend.  Put the 

Parish Office email address on the note so they can make contact.  Follow up with a phone call.  Once 

we have an idea of many people might attend, we can make a decision as to whether we go ahead 
with a Coffee Morning in July. 

7.  Hire of new minibus 

Following an enquiry from Sandown Football Club, it was unanimously agreed that they could use 

the bus for a donation of £50 for mainland use (£40 for island use) plus fill up of petrol.  They will 

need to have driver training/familiarisation of the bus before use.  



8.  Fund raising 

Bags, tea towels and mugs are in the Parish Office available for sale.  Marianne has lots of plants 
which we can sell at the Coffee morning. 

9.  Any other business 

Mystery Tour- Sheila and Margaret to look at possible venues - Donkey Sanctuary, Garlic Farm, 

Christmas World at Busy Bee. 

Put on Bembridge Community Facebook – posters to promote the purchase of the new Community 
Bus and start date for the Coffee Mornings. 

Possible community fund raising event at Steyne Park end July/August to get local groups together.  

Date of next meeting 

To confirm date of next meeting as Tuesday 20th April at 3.30pm.  Venue to be decided 

 

Signed:       Date: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Jack Bond <jack.bond@gmschoolminibus.co.uk> 
Sent: 23 March 2021 16:23 

To: Bembridge Parish Council Clerk <Clerk@bembridgepc.org.uk> 
Subject: RE: Bembridge Friendship Circle - GM Minibus 

 Hi Jacqui, 

 It will be built for you specifically and brand new. Registered only when delivered to 

you 

  
Kind regards 
Jack Bond 

Sales Advisor 
 

GM School Minibus | Teign Valley | Trusham | Newton Abbot |TQ13 0NX 
 
E:  jack.bond@gmschoolminibus.co.uk  

T:  0845 076 0961 ext. 258 
DD:  01626 244216 

M:  07837 636512 

 

 

www.gmschoolminibus.co.uk 
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From: Bembridge Parish Council Clerk <Clerk@bembridgepc.org.uk> 
Sent: 23 March 2021 16:21 

To: Jack Bond <jack.bond@gmschoolminibus.co.uk> 
Subject: RE: Bembridge Friendship Circle - GM Minibus 

 Dear Jack, 

 Can you confirm that if we order the bus immediately, it will be a brand new 2021 

model. They are asking me in the meeting right now. 

 Kind Regards 
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 Jacqui McDade 

Clerk to Bembridge Parish Council 

Tel:  01983 874160 

Web: www.bembridgepc.org.uk 
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