
     

 

Minutes of Bembridge Friendship Circle Meeting held on Tuesday 1st June 2021 at 4pm at 

Bembridge Scout Hut, Mitten Road, Bembridge.  

 

Present:  Mick Foreman, Jacqui McDade, Marianne Sullivan, Karen Thomas, Liz White, Liz Mitchell, 

Paul Wray 

1.  Apologies for Absence 

It was noted that the Trustees and members of the Committee had received an email from Margaret 

Donlon stating her intention to resign from her position as Trustee of Bembridge Friendship Circle with 

immediate effect.  Email dated 10th May 2021. 

Liz White and Liz Mitchell (Parish Councillors) have joined the Committee. 

2.  Minutes of last meeting 

Minutes of the meeting held on 20th April 2021 were approved as being accurate and signed by 

Marianne Sullivan. 

3. Chairperson 

Liz White proposed to not elect a chairperson today but wait for the AGM which needs to be held 

within six months of the end of the financial year.  At this time Officers and Trustees can also be 

elected.  Trustees do not need to be Parish Councillors.  At the AGM look at the constitution of 

Bembridge Friendship Circle - maybe extend the scope – not ‘Aged’ but ‘Community’ and a broader 

geographical area.  This would mean that the bus could be used by the younger community and 

outside the Bembridge area. 

4. Accounts 

Healthy set of accounts. Liz White and Liz Mitchell asked if there could be a note to say how much the 

bus is costing thereby giving a more accurate state of accounts. The Plant Sale raised £161. 

5. Garage 

No update on the lease for the garage.  Chris Pay is chasing the office in Manchester for information 

on a licence rather than a lease as this could prove to be cheaper. 

6. Community Bus 

No update on delivery date.  The artwork had been agreed previously. It was agreed that Binstead 

Cricket Club would not be able to use the bus for their cricket tour in August.  Karen to send an email 

to Ben Bishop. 



When the bus is delivered, up to four people will be trained on the new bus as part of the purchase. 

There are five drivers at the moment who drive the bus for the Lunch Club.  Sue McLagan and Gay 

Allen were mentioned as people who may also be interested in driving the bus. Anyone hiring the bus 

will have familiarisation training. 

Possibly take a deposit to cover cleaning of the bus and top up fuel if necessary. 

7. Coffee Mornings 

Decided to wait and see what happens on June 21st, possibly hold one in August at the Scout Hut 

which could be outside. 

8. Fund Raising 

The plant sale was very successful. Talked about various fund raising events that could be held – dog 

show, Christmas event, Charity day at Steyne Park where various charities could take part. Need to 

have a brain storming session later in the year. 

Numbers drawn for 150 Club. 

Bags, tea towels and mugs are in the Parish Office available for sale.   

Any Other Business 

Agreed to publicise the AGM in Bembridge Parish News, Community Facebook, and Parish 

newsletter. Hopefully people will come forward to who would like to serve on the committee. 

Would be good to have a Publicity Officer and someone to run the monthly Coffee mornings at the 

Village Hall. 

It would be useful to have more information about the Friendship Circle on the Parish Council 

Website. 

Date of AGM 

To confirm date of AGM as Thursday 22nd July at 3pm at Bembridge Scout Hut. 

 

Signed:       Date: 

 


