
Newsletter July 2021 
Dear Member 
 
Our next event in the Village Hall –  
On Thursday 29 July at 7.30 Melvyn Dennett will show his film The Brannon Family.  
This will be our first open meeting since February 2020 and a chance to catch up with one of our postponed 
events.  We can meet up again, have coffee and a chat, enjoy the story of the Brannon Family and look at 
examples of their amazing views of the Island. According to the revised government roadmap no Covid 
precautions will be officially needed by then, but hand sanitiser will be available and do wear a mask if you 
wish. Looking forward to seeing you. 
 
Memories of school days 
This strange school year is coming to an end, with many going to the next stage in their lives and many others 
preparing to start school in September.  
Recalling past memories of schooling is often vivid and a source for lasting friendships, fun and adventure. 
These are John Woodford’s recollections of Bembridge C of E School between 1940 and 1944. 
 

I started at the village school, known as 
‘Skipper’s Academy for Young Gentlemen’ on 
4 September 1940, or so my mother told me.  
 

I joined the Infants class in what is now The 
Cloisters. The winter of 1940/41 was 
extremely cold. Heating in the classroom was 
a coal fire at the front of the class.  Good if 
you were a girl and sat near to it but not for 
the boys who sat at the back. We were 
allowed to wear our overcoats, gloves and 
scarves to keep warm.  
Lessons were writing, reading and ‘sums’. 
This meant that we chanted our tables until 
we knew them off by heart. I still can to this 
day.  
At break-time we were given a small bottle of 
milk to drink. The top had a cardboard lid with 

a hole in it for the straw. Then we went to the playground to let off steam. My teacher was Miss Coombes, later 
to become Mrs Martin.  
 

Our headmaster, Mr Harold Lewis BA, was known as Skipper. He took over as head from Mrs EA Lambert in 
1932 at the age of 29. Mr Lewis was instrumental in many changes and improvements to the school. He 
encouraged staff meetings where aspects of schoolwork were discussed, he formed a Parents’ Association 
who raised funds for school excursions and parties and he encouraged music and sport. In 1944 he wanted to 
introduce the BBC radio lessons but had to wait until 1946 for the school to be connected to the electricity 
supply. Mr Lewis retired in December 1964 having served the school for 32 years. He will be ‘fondly’ 
remembered by his pupils. 
 

The air-raid siren often interrupted lessons, as the country was at war with Germany. When this happened we 
went to the air-raid shelters, which were next to the Village Hall on the Glebe Land, where Elizabeth Court is 
now. We took our gas masks with us for gas mask drill. The shelters were dark and damp. The teachers told 
us stories and we sang songs until the ‘all clear’ sounded – then back to school. School records show that the 
school made 80 visits to the shelters during the war years. 
 

Miss Clarke took us to Ducie Beach to teach us to swim. We marched to the beach where we changed into our 
swimming clothes, which ranged from mother’s knickers to father’s football shorts. It was wartime and clothing 
was in short supply due to rationing, so anything went! 
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I moved up to the ‘big school’, now the library, where Mr Lewis reigned supreme. He was very handy with the 
cane and used it often. What for you may ask? Talking in class, misbehaving, late for school, and idleness 
were some of the reasons. 
 

Some of my schoolmates were Doggie Rowe, Buddie Baker, Buster MacGuiness, Riphook Garbutt, 
Bombo Chambers, Roger Pearce, Eddy Lacey, Ben Butler and many others. Many of the boys had 
nicknames. Do children of today have nicknames? 
 

From the John Woodford archive, 2010. The picture shows Bembridge C of E School pupils in 1942. Is John 
there? 
 

What are your memories of school days? Bembridge Heritage would love to have them. 
 
Bembridge Voices 
We’ve started recording conversations for this project. Very many thanks to the small group running and 
supporting this exciting venture. If you would like to share your stories and memories of life and times in 
Bembridge and beyond don't hesitate to contact us. 07811057494 enquiries@bembridgeheritage.org.uk  
You will be able to listen to playbacks at our Saturday Coffee+ mornings starting in September. 
 
Bembridge Heritage Annual Exhibition – WORKING BEMBRIDGE 
  Saturday and Sunday 21 and 22 August 2021 in Bembridge Village Hall.  
This exhibition will show the many ways our village worked in past decades. It will look at occupations and 
businesses from building boats and planes to smuggling. Something for everyone! 
Many hands make events happen - so if you can help in any way, please contact me. I’ll need help preparing, 
setting up and running the weekend. There are raffle prizes and refreshments to be organised. Helping at an 
information table where members answer visitors’ questions and members to meet, greet and mingle.   
This exhibition was postponed from last August due to Covid restrictions. Let’s make it one to remember, now 
we can all meet again. 
 
Bembridge Heritage Visitor Centre 

To make sure visitors know where we are when they get to the 
shopping area at Lane End, there is now a big bright new sign 
to point the way. Many thanks to Richard Weaver for suggesting 
and allowing this at the entrance to Weaver’s Yard. 
 

We need more volunteers to help steward at BHVC. If you 
would like to help please contact Janet Foreman on 
halax43@gmail.com or 01983 638318 
 

Do pop in and pick up a few of the new visitor leaflets to leave at 
places you visit on the Island. 
 

A reminder of our opening times: 
April to the end of October, Tuesdays to Saturdays 10am to 
3pm. Closed Sundays and Mondays. 

November to the end of March, Wednesdays and Saturdays 10am to 3pm. Other times by appointment. 
Contact: enquiries@bembridgeheritage.org.uk 
 
Dates for your diary 2021 – all in the Village Hall 
Open meetings start at 7.30pm:  
Thursday 29 July – Melvyn Dennett will show his film The Brannon Family. 
Saturday and Sunday 21 and 22 August ANNUAL EXHIBITION – WORKING BEMBRIDGE 
Tuesday 28 September – Ancestry – a talk by Steve Palmer 
Tuesday 26 October – A talk by Tim Wander about the PLUTO pipeline. 
Tuesday 30 November  - AGM Starting at 7.00pm followed by a film. 
Saturday Coffee + mornings on the second Saturday of each month – 11 September, 9 October, 13 November 
and 11 December from 10.00 to 12.30pm.  
 
Do take care and keep well. Hope to see you at BHVC and at the next meeting. 
 

Cheers 
Verena Sparrow, Chairman, Bembridge Heritage, 
07811057494 enquiries@bembridgeheritage.org.uk  


