
Cllr Joe Robertson report to Bembridge Parish Council 15 December 2021 

My apologies for being unable to attend this meeting. The Isle of Wight Corporate Scrutiny 
Committee (of which I am a member) has moved its meeting to this evening.  

As previously reported, the Isle of Wight Council is undertaking a s19 Flood Investigation as the local 
statutory flood authority, due to flood events seen in 2021. I am pleased that my lobbing, with 
strong support from residents and the Parish Council, has meant that Bembridge is one of the three 
Council wards to have a detailed assessment undertaken by outside consultants. Liz White and I met 
online with the consultants earlier this month and were able to take them through all the problem 
areas and draw attention to specific details. It is still not too late for residents to submit evidence of 
flooding to flood.evidence@iow.gov.uk 

The long anticipated planning application on land between Steyne Road and Hillway Road has been 
submitted. The deadline for public comments is 12 January 2022. I have asked that if the planning 
officers end up recommending this application for approval that the decision is made by the 
Planning Committee made up of Councillors in a public meeting. I have had it confirmed in writing 
that this request has been accepted. This will allow for further public comment right up to and 
including at the Planning Committee meeting itself.  

Earlier this month I was elected Leader of the 18-strong Conservative Group on the Isle of Wight 
Council. As leader of the main opposition I will be the nomination to become Chair of the Council’s 
Corporate Scrutiny Committee in January 2022. Being group leader will give me a raised profile to 
ensure the residents of Bembridge and issues that affect this Village are better heard. The Isle of 
Wight Observer gave me a column in their paper this week and I took the opportunity to talk about 
flooding and planning – key issues affecting Bembridge.  

On Monday I wrote an open letter to the Deputy Leader of the Council and Cabinet Member for 
Housing Provision asking why redeveloping the brownfield land at Camp Hill was no longer a priority. 
In my letter I explain that whatever house building targets are set for the Island, greenfield land (like 
that in Bembridge) will continue to be under threat if brownfield land is not properly utilised. 
Decisions like this elsewhere on the Island affect us in Bembridge. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Parish Council and residents for their hard work 
and I wish you all a Happy Christmas and New Year. 

 


