
JUBILEE UPDATE REPORT 
For Bembridge Parish Full Council Meeting 

16th February 2022 
 
 

1. Accession Service in the Methodist Church, Sunday 6th February 
The service was well attended and it was evident that a great deal of careful thought had gone into 
the content, with pictures of the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh shown on the projection screen, 
while being invited to imagine what it must have been like for Her Majesty facing a life of duty and 
devotion at such a young age, the momentous change to her life on her accession and the grief she 
must have felt for her father.  There were memories of what people had been doing when they heard 
of the King’s death.  I think those present would agree that it was an excellent tribute to The Queen 
and the start of the Jubilee celebrations. 
 

2. Beacon Lighting 
Andrew Holman has taken over the co-ordination for this and has it well in hand, having been in touch 
with the bugler, the town crier and Dr Cooney and is now in the process of finding a choir.  There is 
still the need to sort out the beacon, risk assessment and how to marshal cars.  Andrew is being quite 
wonderfully efficient and I am enormously grateful to him. 
 

3. Bembridge Primary School 
I had a good meeting with Lizzie Chambers, the Head of the School.   
Scavenger Hunt 
- We could get the word out to parents and children via the school newsletter. 
- The age range would be 5-11; with beach games/sandcastle competition for others. 
- We’d need some sort of booking system, and a small charge per child (say, £2). 
- Children would need to be accompanied by parents. 
Badges 
- Although some children were likely to be away during half term, it was also likely that others 

would be visiting grandparents etc.  Once the Beavers, Cubs, Rainbows etc were added, , about 
250 would be about the right amount, perhaps with an additional 50 for people to buy.  
[Addendum:  Paul Kenny had identified another supplier of badges that would be a great deal 
cheaper.  Patty Kenny has been tasked with finding out costings.] 

Crown & Tiara Competition 
- As part of the school’s plans in the run up to the Jubilee this would be a school project.   

 
4. Road Closures 

Island Roads currently charge £83.95 for a road closure – a sum that will put a great many people off.  
I have written to Cllr Phil Jordan, with copies to Cllrs Joe Robertson and Jonathan Bacon, pointing out 
that the IOW Council currently have no information at all about the Jubilee on their website, and that 
Michael Gove has written to all Councils, asking them to reduce charges and make it simple for people 
to organise street parties.  I have a feeling that other parishes are bringing similar pressure to bear, 
and I hope there will be a positive response in the near future. 
 

5. Steyne Park 
At the recent BEN meeting I reported that the organisation for the Jamboree in Steyne Park was not 
gelling as well as I had initially hoped.  Having taken further soundings, I believe that we may find that 
people have a degree of ‘organised Jubilee fatigue’ and there may well be insufficient appetite to 
ensure success, given the number of volunteers that would probably be required and, in the national 
Jubilee celebrations, Sunday is the day designated for the Big Lunch.  I therefore recommend a change 
of direction, and to encourage people to hold their Street Parties on the Sunday, rather than the 
Friday.  Residents on roads that cannot be closed (Forelands, Steyne) could hold their own picnics in 
Steyne Park, perhaps with the BYCC bar being open.   

 
I would like to reiterate my thanks to the very many people and organisations in the village who are being so 
helpful and enthusiastic in the plans for the Platinum Jubilee.  We are so fortunate to have such a wealth of 
expertise, enthusiasm and skills in our community. 
 
Harriet Brabazon 


